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a message from

PRESIDENT MARK BURSTEIN
Greetings from Appleton,
While our campus is always beautiful, there is something special
about the fall. The lush greens of summer transform to brilliant
reds, oranges, and golds as our community embarks on a new
journey of learning and discovery. In this fall, very different than the
ones that have preceded, we have relied on campus outdoor spaces
like never before. The view of Main Hall green, filled with hundreds
of students picnicking every day in circles with each person six feet
distant, will remain with me as a symbol of the way Lawrentians
have figured out how to live, learn and create community amidst
the changes wrought by a global pandemic. Thanks to hard work
by many and careful adherence to a pandemic framework described
in the Pledge, we continue to sustain a fall term full of learning
and health.
Change is in the air in so many ways, and the chronicle of that
change at Lawrence is captured in this issue of Lawrence Magazine.
Much of that change is driven by necessity, like celebrating our
graduates through a virtual Commencement, and reimagining
fall term. Some of that change is exciting and welcome, like the
important upgrades underway to our physical campus. These
construction projects are just one of the impacts of the Be the Light!
Campaign, which ends on December 31 of this year. Be the Light!
and all of the transformative change it is making possible, from our
campus to our curriculum, to our student body, is an investment in
a strong future. This change will resonate for decades to come.
The demographics of the U.S. and Lawrence are also undergoing
significant change. This country’s population will gradually move
toward parity between white students and students of color. In just
under a decade, students of color have gone from 40% to 46% of
U.S. high school seniors; they are projected to be 51% by 2025. For
Lawrence to remain a vibrant and academically rigorous college
we must keep up with this trend. Since 2010 our student body has
grown from 15% students of color to 27% last year. Thanks to new
approaches to our admissions strategies, and to strong partnerships,
Lawrence has been able to attract a student population noteworthy
for its diversity of geography, culture and ideas.
But now we must ensure that these students graduate at the same
rate as the rest of the student body and that they participate fully in
all that Lawrence offers. To make this possible, we have embarked on
the vital work of making Lawrence a more fully antiracist institution.
This is a priority driven not by demographics. This priority responds
to a moral imperative and also to the need to prepare our students
for successful careers and lives in this changing world. It is not the

MAKING LAWRENCE AN ANTIRACIST INSTITUTION
A Message from Cory Nettles ’92 and Bill Baer ’72, co-chairs of the Board of Trustees Antiracism Taskforce
This spring, the Lawrence Board of Trustees issued a statement
committing Lawrence to fighting racial injustice:
	The most recent killings of Black people in the United States
compel us to recognize that the horrific violence of racism
persists today in America and fundamental work for racial
justice remains to be done.
	Centuries of discrimination based on race have embedded
inequities in every aspect of our lives, including here in
Appleton and on the Lawrence University campus.
	We affirm our commitment, led by all members of our
community—the administration, faculty, students, and staff—
to continue to eliminate the impacts of racism at Lawrence as
we prepare our students to be leaders in their communities.
Black lives matter.
	We acknowledge the work that remains for Lawrence to be
a university in which all members of our community are
welcomed, valued, and supported in reaching their potential.
	The Lawrence University Board of Trustees affirms the
university’s commitment to antiracism, and we will hold
ourselves accountable for real progress.
Shortly after we shared that message, the Board Officers
created a taskforce on antiracism, chaired by the two of us,
to make good on our commitment to hold Lawrence and its
leadership accountable.

OUR WORK INCLUDES:
• Ongoing education on systemic bias, race, racial equity and
structural racism;
• From there, with the help of Lawrence’s archivist and history
department, digging deep into the university's past to help us
inform our work moving forward;
• Gathering and reviewing data, with the assistance of
Lawrence’s research administration, to identify and address
opportunity gaps;
• Seeking input from faculty, staff, and students to better
understand the current campus climate and identify areas
where we need to do better.
And that is just the beginning. Our mandate is to bring our
findings and recommendations to the full Board this spring,
outlining additional steps Lawrence needs to take to become
a more antiracist institution.
We also want to hear from you, Lawrence’s alumni community.
Your experiences, insights, and recommendations are critical
in informing our work and all that Lawrence—all of us—can be
doing, in the words of Martin Luther King Jr., to continue to bend
the arc of the moral universe towards justice.

To share your thoughts and feedback, please email taskforce@lawrence.edu.

work of a day or a year, but of every day for our lifetimes. We need to
make sure that Lawrence welcomes and supports each and every one
of our students, faculty and staff.

appreciative of the kind messages I received from many of you.
Though I will be leaving at the end of this academic year, there
is no doubt that David and I will remain lifelong Lawrentians.

Finally, there are the changes in my own life. This summer, I shared
my decision to step down as Lawrence’s 16th president. It was not
a decision I made easily, but the needs of my family call me back to
the East Coast. Serving as Lawrence’s president has truly been the
central privilege and pleasure of my professional life, and I am deeply

Be well and make decisions that keep others well,

Mark Burstein, President

A Fall Term Like No Other
By Kelly Landis and Ed Berthiaume

T

he start of Fall Term looked quite different this year as
Lawrence welcomed our students, faculty and staff for
the start of another academic year. After months of
planning, including consultation with local and national public
health experts, Lawrence opened for the fall; each student and
faculty member was given the choice whether to learn and
teach in-person or remotely.

More than 850 students, or roughly 62% of the student body,
live on campus, and more than 100 live off campus but in the
Fox Valley. The remaining students, roughly 25%, access
classes remotely from other locations around the world.
Classes are taught in a mixture of styles including in-person,
fully remote and hybrid. Faculty and students are adapting
to this new world, from the chemistry department mailing
chemistry kits for lab work to the conservatory making masks
that permit students to play their instruments.

All Lawrentians who are on campus are required to Honor the
Pledge—the Lawrence Campus Community Pledge—in order
to protect the health and safety of themselves and their fellow
Lawrentians. Among the Pledge requirements: wear a mask in
indoor public spaces and when gathering in groups outdoors;
maintain 6 feet of physical distance; get a flu shot; participate
in testing and contact tracing; and follow the same safetyminded behaviors while off campus.
Lawrentians have risen to the challenge, and though it is
a Fall Term like no other, some things remain constant
including vibrant and engaging classes, opportunities for
personal growth and enrichment and fostering friendships
and connections that will last a lifetime—even if they are
currently taking place 6 feet apart.

Finn Witt ’22 Honors the Pledge by wearing his mask while reading outdoors
among the fall colors.
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STAYING CONNECTED WHEN
CONNECTIONS ARE SO DIFFICULT
There hasn’t been much in the way of normal these past
eight months or so. But Lawrentians have found ways to
stay connected or make connections amid the COVID-19
pandemic. Here are a few of our favorites:
A HANDSHAKE REIMAGINED
When safety protocols shut down the traditional president’s
handshake during Welcome Week in September, Lawrence
found a new way to let President Mark Burstein greet each
of the 400-plus new students. The students made their
way to the president’s house, where he greeted each one
on the lawn—masks on, from 6 feet apart—welcoming
them to Lawrence and presenting them with a luminary
that would then be placed in front of Main Hall. “It’s an
incredibly important moment in the student experience,”
Burstein said.
OUTDOOR YOGA AND TAI CHI
Speaking of those first-year students, the pandemic made
it difficult to hold the traditional Welcome Week events
that help students make connections. So outdoor yoga
and tai chi sessions on Main Hall Green were added to
help serve as ice-breakers. It was part of what Burstein
called “a reinvention of learning and community in this
time of a pandemic.”
A GAME OF CONNECTIONS

President Mark Burstein greets new Lawrentians outside of his home
during a reimagined President’s Handshake celebration. Each student
was presented with a luminary to place along Main Hall Green so they
could share their light. President Burstein and other members of staff
delivered the traditional welcome via livestream. Photo: Danny Damiani

Layna Wang '23 takes part in pumpkin carving, one of
several physically distanced activities sponsored on
campus for Halloween.

For students who had been playing Dungeons and Dragons
on the Blame the Dice radio show on WLFM radio, the
desire to stay connected during a Spring Term apart meant
keeping the game alive. They took it to Twitch for a weekly
livestream, led by Dungeon Master Charles Brailovsky ’23.
“Doing something where you are actively trying to engage
with not just another person but with another person
CHARLIE
playing a character, that’s
kind of raisingWETZEL
the level of
engagement that you have to give,” said Lea Brownlee ’23.
“It’s a lot closer to what I tend to feel is the natural give and
take of life.”
PODCAST KEEPS CONVERSATION ALIVE
When Spring Term went remote, The Lawrentian launched
a podcast to help keep students connected. Lawrence’s
student-run news outlet began the Lawrentian Student
Podcast on Spotify, hosted by Luther Abel ’22 and Fariba
Lale ’21. “Having something that’s not being done on
campus gives us an opportunity to try and reach students
in a way that’s not the same as everybody else,” said editor
Dannielle Konz ’21.

Photo: Charlie Wetzel ’23
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Community Advisor Kelsi Bryant ’22 helps
set up the Ormsby Hall check-in station.
Move-in days featured testing, socially
distanced check-in, assigned move-in
windows and health kits as part of the
welcome packets.

While much was different during Welcome
Week this year, the emotional journey
stayed the same. Students and families
said goodbye with hugs, excitement, tears
and pride. Here, Diego Leon ’24, hugs his
father goodbye.

Students participate in a socially distanced outdoor
yoga class during Welcome Week. Lawrence
offered outdoor exercise classes, including tai chi
led by Dean for Spiritual and Religious Life Linda
Morgan-Clement, during Welcome Week and
throughout the fall.
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Shae Erlandson ’23 and Alan Schlessinger ’23 maintain physical
distance while walking past Welcome Week signs on the way to
Shattuck Hall of Music on the first day of classes.

LAWRENCE
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FOLLOW ALONG WITH
FRESHMAN STUDIES
A Guide from Director of Freshman Studies
Timothy Spurgin

E

ven in a year that has brought countless changes, one
thing remains a constant: the rite of passage known as
Freshman Studies. As all Lawrentians know, Freshman
Studies is an important piece of the Lawrence experience. Since
its establishment in 1945, the Freshman Studies syllabus has been
continuously revised to introduce a changing student body to
the intellectual challenges of a liberal arts education, and to the
resulting benefits of the interdisciplinary thinking it embraces.
We reached out to Timothy Spurgin, the Bonnie Glidden
Buchanan Professor of English Literature and associate professor
of English and this year’s director of Freshman Studies, to walk us
through the works on this year’s syllabus.

“Lots of schools have something
like Freshman Studies. I don’t
know of any other program that
takes in music and art, science and
literature, in the ways that we do.”
“The entire list shows a remarkable range and an admirable
ambition,” Spurgin said of the 2020–21 edition. “Lots of schools
have something like Freshman Studies. I don’t know of any other
program that takes in music and art, science and literature, in the
ways that we do. The addition of works like the photograph and
the table offers fresh proof of our enduring commitment to wideranging liberal learning and teaching. This is something I always
feel proud of, and I know that many of our faculty, alums and
current students feel the same way.”

Photo: Danny Damiani
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Natasha Trethewey, Native Guard. This
year, as we often have done recently, we’re
starting with poetry. This Pulitzer-Prize
winning collection, written by the
university’s most recent commencement
speaker, asks students to consider how
private experiences are shaped by larger
historical forces. Trethewey begins with
the tragedy of her mother’s murder and
goes on to explore the public history
of American racism and the
memorialization of the Civil War.
Along the way, like all great poets, she also reminds us of the
challenges and opportunities that come with reading and writing.
This is a beautiful, moving and thought-provoking book.
(Adopted Fall 2015)
Thomas Seeley, Honeybee Democracy.
From Trethewey’s poetry, we’ll move to a
biologist’s study of the most fascinating
of social insects: the honeybee swarm. In
accounts of his own research projects,
Seeley not only sharpens our sense of the
scientific method, but also reveals the
benefits of interdisciplinary thinking.
Intellectually ambitious in all the best
ways, his book explores the possibility
that honeybee decision-making can serve as a model for our own
democratic processes and for emerging systems of artificial
intelligence. (Adopted Winter 2019)
Plato, The Republic. There’s a reason why
this book has been on the syllabus, almost
continuously, for 75 years. It raises all the big
questions: political questions, psychological
questions, aesthetic questions and moral
questions. It’s sometimes hard to think of a
major issue that doesn’t turn up somewhere
in this work. The work’s presentation of its
arguments in the form of a dialogue has the
added benefit of helping to embody the
benefits and pleasures of liberal education. By reading and
discussing Plato, our new students will join a conversation begun
on this campus in the 1940s. That in and of itself is a pretty
amazing thing. (Adopted 1945).
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Marilynne Robinson, Housekeeping. The
story of two young women growing up under
the housekeeping of a series of female
relatives following the death of their mother,
Robinson’s novel revisits the themes of loss
and memory raised by Trethewey. At the
same time, the novel also questions some
of the lessons that Seeley would draw from
the perhaps more naturally communal
honeybees. Robinson particularly illuminates
the impact of unwritten social expectations on women and girls,
while her unreliable narrator forces students to rethink their
initial views of the relationship between society and the
individual. (Adopted Fall 2018)
Berenice Abbott, Tri-Boro Barber School,
264 Bowery, Manhattan. Taken in
1935 as part of the WPA’s Federal Art
Project, this photograph rewards close
inspection. The barber-stripe column,
the contrasting façade tiles and the
patterns of light and shadow evoke
modernist art styles like cubism and
abstraction, but the image also functions
as a document of the rapidly changing
city. Studying this image gives students a chance to consider the
larger claims of photography. Do photographs capture or convey
an objective truth, or do they express the particular vision of
the artist? If they do both, then how exactly does that happen?
(Adopted Fall 2020)

WINTER TERM
Abhijit Banerjee and Esther Duflo,
Poor Economics. In this fascinating work,
two distinguished economists offer a
scientific approach to the battle with global
poverty. Banerjee and Duflo advocate putting
aside big ideas, like increasing aid or freeing
markets, in favor of careful research
addressed to small, specific questions.
Reading the book helps students to see how
answering these small questions can also
give voice to the experience of those living on $1 a day. Can
narrowly focused action, guided by the scientific method, really
outperform our political beliefs and create a quiet revolution in
economic and political institutions? That’s the big question here.
(Adopted Winter 2017)

Tony Kushner, Angels
in America. Set in the
1980s, this Pulitzer
Prize-winning play
offers a searching
exploration of the
political and ethical
conflicts of the AIDS
epidemic. As its title
suggests, the play
also works to awaken a larger sense of
possibility and wonder. Kushner’s script
explores the complex motives of a
politically, spiritually and racially diverse
cast. Our use of recordings from several
productions of the play will take our
conversation to a deeper level, as we
consider the many creative acts required
to move from the written page to
an embodied performance. (Adopted
Winter 2020)
The periodic
table of
elements.
Many
students will
have used the
table in high
school, but
few will have had the chance to explore its
deeper logic. Looking closely at the table
and learning more about its history will
give students a better sense of how
scientific knowledge is developed,
represented and shared. There are lots of
questions to ask about this one: Who was
responsible for designing the table? What
other possibilities were considered, and
why were they rejected? What larger
arguments about the nature of the
universe—that’s right, the nature of the
universe!—are contained in this simple,
beautiful object? (Adopted Winter 2021)

The Arabian
Nights. This 14th
century collection
of traditional
Arabian stories
asks students to
consider the
nature and
purpose of
narrative. Each
evening, a new bride weaves tales to
keep her husband and king from
killing her in the morning—as he has
sworn to do with all of his wives. As
she shares her remarkable stories, we
are invited to consider the meaning of
storytelling itself: its relationship to
power and to erotic desire, the ulterior
motives governing its rhetoric and the
invasive and irresistible pull of
curiosity. Far from turning away, this
text revels in the fruits of human
action, both ripe and rotten.
(Adopted Winter 2018)
Miles Davis,
Kind of Blue.
Lawrence’s
Conservatory
of Music is a
fundamental
part of our
university
community. This most famous of jazz
albums invites students to explore the
complex relationship between planned
structure and improvised action at
the heart of musical performance.
As a relatively early and deeply
influential LP, it further challenges
students to think about the processes
of memory and meaning at work in
permanently recording and revisiting
a “live” improvisation, as well as the
cultural role and context of jazz music,
especially its relationship to AfricanAmerican identity. (Adopted
Winter 2016)

AN ONLINE SENSATION
When we shared a version of this story
on social media earlier this year, we knew
people would like it, but had no idea the
response it would get. Lawrentians love
Freshman Studies.
In addition to the usual likes and shares,
we saw alumni connect with one another
across distance and class years to start
impromptu book clubs. Members of
faculty respectfully debated whether
the gendered word “freshman” is still
appropriate for this introduction to the
liberal arts. Reminiscences about favorite
works, recommendations for readings that
expand on the themes of this yearʼs list,
even wishes to be able to join this year's
seminars were all part of the
online response.
With all that outpouring is there any doubt
that weʼd need to share it in the magazine?
Lawrence is offering special FS events
with faculty. Stay tuned to your email or
reach out to alumni@lawrence.edu for
more information.

LAWRENCE
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GOLDEN JUBILEE

50 years of London Centre adventures
By Ed Berthiaume

T

he words read like heartfelt letters to an old friend.

“I fell in love with everything—the museums, the people and the
classes that introduced me to famous monuments and hidden
For 50 years, Lawrence University students have been
gems,” said Nicole Witmer ’19, who spent the Spring Terms of
trekking to the London Centre for a term or two of study in one
2018 and 2019 in London. “I loved it so much that I decided to
of the world’s most iconic cities. Launched in 1970, it has stood
spend my last term at Lawrence at the London Centre, this time
as part of the Lawrence experience for five
pursuing an internship at a publishing
decades, an extension of the Appleton campus
house. That internship led me to my first
“It was the best experience
that continues to make London the No. 1
career out of school, and now I’m back in
destination for the university’s study abroad
of my young life. It was an London pursuing my master’s.”
program. Lawrentians have studied at London
Centre with British and visiting professors,
experience that could never Sounds familiar, say those who came
soaked in London’s rich history, forged new
be repeated. The London
friendships and explored Europe in a myriad
before. Digging through memories from five
of ways.
decades earlier, the first of the Lawrentians to
Centre changed my life.”
study at London Centre, now in their 70s and
So, we wondered aloud if that London
mostly retired, speak with similar reverence.
experience—50 years ago or as recently as last
year or any of the years between—continues to impact and inform
It was, they said, love at first sight.
the lives of our alumni. Does the love endure? Spoiler alert:
It does.
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RIGHT: Emma Arnesen ’18 made a stop
at Shakespeare’s Wallbook
in Stratford-upon-Avon
in Spring Term 2017.
(Photo courtesy of Emma Arnesen)

“Was not sure what to expect,” said Doug Kohrt ’71, who studied
in Arden Hotel with the first cadre of London Centre students in
the summer and fall of 1970. “It was hotel living with a shared
bath down the hall and no eating facilities in the room. We were
furnished breakfast, but we were otherwise on our own. This was
the time before computers, and we had to rent typewriters to write
term papers. But travel was inexpensive, and student airline tickets
were used for weekend trips throughout Europe. Many of our
group spent nights taking in West End plays, musicals, concerts
and days studying or exploring London. … My London experience
was a life-changing event.”
Ditto for Kevin Fenner ’72, who went a year later, spending the
summer and fall of 1971 at the London Centre, the first time he
had left the United States. “It was the best experience of my young
life,” he said. “It was an experience that could never be repeated.
The London Centre changed my life.”

London Centre students and professors enjoyed picnics in Kensington Gardens, this
one coming during Spring Term 1980. (Photo courtesy of Alison Ames Galstad ’82)

Sense a theme?
The dozens of alumni who responded to our effort to mark the
50th anniversary of London Centre spoke of following the trails
of literary heroes and theatre icons, of visiting grand museums
and historic halls, of studying European history on the very streets
where it all happened, of exploring British cuisine and taste, of
chasing adventures across Europe and of redirecting in so many
ways their global focus.
Many spoke of their London memories, no matter how distant,
as being among the fondest of their lifetimes, whether their
London home was in Arden Hotel (1970–80) or 7 Brechin Place
(1994–2009) or the current location on Great Russell Street in the
heart of Bloomsbury (2018 to present) or any of a number of other
locations that housed the London Centre through the years.
Lezlie Weber, director of off-campus programs at Lawrence, said
reaching the 50-year milestone is no small thing. It speaks to
Lawrence’s commitment to international study.
“Study abroad tends to be a transformative part of a student’s
experience at Lawrence,” she said. “Alumni mention the London
Centre as a defining part of their undergraduate years, building
their confidence and contributing to their career paths. The
London Centre allows students to use London itself as a classroom
for experiential learning and academic coursework.”

Visiting professors from Lawrence have been a strength of the
London Centre program from the beginning. Here, Professor of
Theatre and Drama F. Theodore Cloak is seen at Arden Hotel in
Fall Term 1971. (Photo courtesy of Dave Mitchell ’71)
LAWRENCE
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Kevin Fenner ’72 poses
for a photo at the Victoria
Memorial in London
during Fall Term 1971.
(Photo courtesy of
Kevin Fenner)

On average, the London Centre draws between 30 and 50
Lawrence students per year spread over three terms, some
spending one term there and others two terms. It operates
as a closed academic program for Lawrence, much of it focused
on the history and culture of the United Kingdom. Lawrence
students in their second year and beyond are eligible for the
London program, and in recent years internship opportunities
have become plentiful.

More than a dozen students who were studying at London Centre
attended the Isle of Wight Festival in late August 1970, featuring The
Who, Jimi Hendrix, Richie Havens, Jethro Tull, Joni Mitchell, The Doors,
Leonard Cohen and others. (Photo courtesy of Dave Mitchell ’71)

The COVID-19 pandemic has put in-person studies at London
Centre temporarily on pause, although five courses are being
offered virtually during Fall Term. The most recent group of
students were there in Winter Term, when concerns about
the spread of the virus in Europe resulted in hectic exits in
early March.
London Centre instructor Christine Hoenigs is teaching
two virtual theatre courses, Diversity on the London Stage and
Shakespeare in London. While theatre students would normally
visit a theatre and see a production each week, she is using
high quality recordings of shows in London and Stratford-uponAvon, as well as Q&As and interviews, to bring students closer
to the vibrant London theatre scene.
“I thoroughly enjoy working with students in smaller groups
this term,” said Hoenigs. “Although, like all of my colleagues,
we miss having students in London and wish we could
work with them here. But I am hopeful that students will be
returning to the London Centre next year and we can show
them what this beautiful, indestructible city has to offer.”

FRIENDSHIP AND COMMUNITY
The current London Centre location encompasses several
buildings in the Bloomsbury neighborhood, with easy access
to Covent Garden, the West End and Soho. The living quarters,
equipped with modern amenities and shared spaces, may be
a bit more spacious than some early London Centre students
recall, but the communal nature of the experience remains the
same—friendships and adventures will happen here.
“I grew very close to the other Lawrence students at the Centre
as all seven of us lived in one flat,” said Sarah Wells ’20, who
spent the spring of 2019 in London. “Some days we would
be teaching each other how to cook. Other days we would go
exploring for food together in the Bloomsbury neighborhood
or at a street market.”

14
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Arden Hotel, the original location of London Centre, is seen
in Winter Term 1980. It was the last of the 10 years it housed
London Centre. (Photo courtesy of Michael Mol ’82)

Devonshire Arms, seen here in 1975,
was a popular hangout for London
Centre students in the early years.
(Photo courtesy of Patricia Miller ’76)

Sarah Wells ’20 explores England while at London Centre in spring of 2019.
(Photo courtesy of Sarah Wells ’20)

“The faculty and staff at the London Centre really encouraged
a strong sense of community in the house, and living in London
with its diverse history and culture was a positive way to get a new
perspective on life,” said Katie Brown ’04, who arrived in London
in need of a new outlook and found it at 7 Brechin Place. “This
experience really helped me through a difficult time and was very
influential on who I have become.”
Lawrence announced in late 1969
the coming launch of London
Centre. A news release hailed it
as an expansion of the Lawrence
experience. Lawrence students
were all in from the get-go, and the
momentum quickly grew.

CHASING HISTORY AND DROPPING NAMES
For many Lawrentians, the London experience means crossing
paths with historical figures in a way that can’t be replicated in
books or in Google searches. It’s being immersed in a theatre
scene that brings you inside historic performance spaces and lets
you soak in the wonder and power
of the arts in Europe. It’s seeing and
touching traditions that date back
staff at the London
centuries.

“The faculty and
Centre really encouraged a strong
sense of community in the house,
and living in London with its diverse
history and culture was a positive
way to get a new perspective on life.”

No matter which location housed
London Centre at the time, the
alumni spoke of the value that
comes with experiencing the surroundings. The original location
was literally in a hotel. Located in the Earls Court neighborhood,
Arden Hotel included a private classroom but residential
spaces had students mingled amid the hotel guests. Despite its
limitations, it proved to be a worthy home for the program’s first
10 years.

“A terrific group of students, many of whom are among my closest
friends today,” recalled Dave Mitchell ’71, who was part of the
first wave in the summer and fall of 1970. “Vivid memories of
our group huddled in front of the black and white TV on Sunday
evenings watching ‘Monty Python's Flying Circus.’ ... Shepherd’s
pie and warm ale for lunch at the Devonshire Arms.”
“The semester was packed with things to do,” said George Stalle ’75,
who studied in London in Fall Term of 1974. “Concerts at the
South Bank Concert Halls, a Proms concert at Royal Albert Hall
and singing ‘God Save the Queen.’ … Not enough time in the day
to enjoy everything.”

Lawrence faculty come to London as
visiting professors, providing a chance
to teach in a new locale, immerse
themselves in the London experience
and forge bonds with students that
resonate well beyond the classroom.
Alumni decades removed from their
London studies still speak glowingly
of those relationships.

“One of our assignments in Professor (William) Chaney’s London
class was to pick a town and try to write up the history of it, but
without going to a library,” said Christopher Lynch ’89, who
studied in London in fall 1986. “Chaney said if one really wanted
to learn the history of a place, then talk with the ladies that put the
flowers on the altar of the local church. Of course, he was right.
… Chaney's genius was to get students out into the community,
meeting English people and experiencing their society.”
With legendary performance spaces aplenty, name dropping is
not out of the question. Alumni recalling special moments
referenced performers they saw live in London who either were
or would go on to become household names—Anthony Hopkins,
Elton John, Geraldine James, Aaron Copland and Dustin
Hoffman, among them.
It’s the opportunity to experience it all in a very sensory way that
resonates, the alumni said.
LAWRENCE
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“In London, deep history is woven into the
fabric of the city. I loved wandering through
the city and discovering treasures everywhere.”

“Fringe Theatre of London was a highlight for me,” said Chuck
Demler ’11, who spent Winter Term 2009 at London Centre.
“It was just two of us, Emily May ’10, and me in the class with
Jinnie Schiele. We would attend a play each week and then
review it. Jinnie would give us free tickets or tell us about other
performances in the city. I think I ended up seeing 25 plays
during that term. It really changed the way that I think about
theatre and art of all kinds.”
For Charlie Seraphin ’72, it was the show he missed during
Winter Term 1970 that still haunts. He passed on joining his
fellow students at a small venue near London Centre. “After
the show, they raved about the small venue—less than 200
people—and the awesome performance by a soon-to-besuperstar—Elton John. Oops!”

Playbills from shows seen during winter and spring of 1972 are displayed
by Chris Porter ’74. (Photo courtesy of Chris Porter ’74)

“I encountered my literary heroes both in London and on super
cheap Ryanair weekend excursions,” said Melody Moberg ’10, an
English and religious studies major who studied at the London
Centre in the fall of 2009. “Sometimes I sought out sacred English
literature sights, such as the Keats-Shelley house in Rome, which
brims with the looping script of Romantic poets, first editions
and creepy relics. More often, I stumbled upon sacred sites. For
example, the church in London where my internship’s fundraiser
was held happened to be William Blake’s congregation. In London,
deep history is woven into the fabric of the city. I loved wandering
through the city and discovering treasures everywhere.”
Susan Carter Ruskell ’91 studied in London in spring 1989 and
came away awed by what was so close and available. “Twenty-one
theatrical productions in 10 weeks, including performances by
Geraldine James, Alec Guiness, Anthony Hopkins, Dustin Hoffman
and many others,” she said.
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Cheryl Wilson Kopecky ’72 still looks at the journal she kept
during a Summer Term in 1971. “I’m amazed at the number
of music and theatre ‘starts’ we saw in just one term. Traveling
around Great Britain and other countries, finding a B&B when
arriving in a new village or city and researching a history topic
where it happened (Battle of Stamford Bridge, 1066) were
all new accomplishments. I recall thinking at the time, ‘This
is one of the highpoints of my life,’ and that sentiment still
remains true.”

A TASTE FOR LONDON AND THE WORLD
Food and drink also land on the front burner when alumni talk
of their London Centre adventures. As does travel. No surprise
there. Exploring not only England but elsewhere in Europe has
long been part of the draw.
Richard Zimman ’73 took a liking to London in the winter
and spring of 1971 and never looked back. “Life at the London
Centre changed my life by introducing me to three passions
that continue to this day—international travel, live theatre and
British beer,” he said.
“My London term was one of my best memories from college,
and the experiences I had there have helped fuel a lifetime of
travel, curiosity and adventure,” said Kurtiss Wolf ’93, who
studied in London in Winter Term 1993. “… Having that sort of
immersive international experience early in life has definitely
made me a better global citizen.”

RIGHT: The students studying at
London Centre in Winter Term
2020 were the last before in-person
instruction paused because of the
COVID-19 pandemic. (Photo courtesy
of Awa Badiane ’21)

“I can vividly remember the Earls Court tube stop, the Hot
Pot restaurant, Kensington Gardens, the double-decker buses
and exploring the streets and shops,” said Rick Chandler ’74.
“I loved the opportunities to travel. I met lots of interesting
people and learned that markets, pubs, youth hostels,
footpaths, trains and bicycle trips are more memorable than
castles and cathedrals.”
“Still remember studying in the round pond at Hyde Park,
as our residence was very close,” said K K (Brian) Tse ’81, a
London Centre student in Fall Term 1980. “Watching many
plays and going to so many good museums, hitchhiking by
myself to Ireland; what a memorable term at the age of 20.”
Chris Porter ’74, who spent the Winter and Spring Terms of
1972 at London Centre, continues to return time and again.
“Many years after the fact, I told my dad that my six months
in London had been life-changing due to the exposure we
had to other peoples and cultures and the travel opportunities
it provided,” he said. “… I've been back to London at least
60 times since 1972; every time I go, I go in search of the
London of 1972, which has largely disappeared, mostly for the
better, but some for the worse.”
Alison Ames Galstad ’82 was there in Spring Term 1980.
“Where to start? The iconic Arden Hotel, favorite pub
Devonshire Arms, travels to Germany and a trip down the
Rhine with my dear friend and roommate Elizabeth Carter
Wills, hitchhiking to Dover and camping on the White Cliffs
with my friend Greg Zlevor, travels through Wales and a hike
up Mt. Snowdon with my dear and forever friend Catherine
Biggs Dempsey, seeing Yul Brynner not once but twice in
The King and I at the London Palladium and getting his
autograph backstage. ... And there was the hostage crisis,
the Iranian Embassy siege in London and the failed hostage
rescue in Iran—tensions were high, and there were a few
days through which we all were certain we'd be sent home
given the political climate. Living and studying abroad was an
immensely enriching experience for all of us.”
For 50 years, London Centre has been home to academic
adventures and life-defining experiences for Lawrence
students. Here’s to 50 more. ▪

LONDON CENTRE GOES VIRTUAL
AMID PANDEMIC
The London Centre has moved five of its classes online for Fall
Term, keeping the London experience alive amid the COVID-19
pandemic. Three London Centre instructors are now connecting
with Lawrence University students via Zoom.
Nicholas James, whose Urban Anthropology of London class
normally explores the key principles of ethnography during field
trips in London and Cambridge, is still focusing on practical
methods of observation. This term he is encouraging students to
combine their own findings, be it in Appleton or their hometowns,
with international research in cultural anthropology.
“The aim is to learn about the town or city that students are
studying by closely listening to residents or people working there
and sharing some of their life,” he said. “The students’ task is to
make sense of what they do, say and think.”
Kate Connelly is teaching British Life and Culture as well as Impact of
Empire on Great Britain: 1814–1914, both of which required a rethink
to replace field trips with documentaries, interviews and archive
materials. She is introducing students to key aspects in British
culture and history that are still shaping the lives of Britons today,
including racial inequality, gender politics and social injustice.
Christine Hoenigs is adding two theater courses to the mix—
Diversity on the London Stage and Shakespeare in London. While
theatre students would normally visit a theatre and see a production
each week, she is using high- quality recordings of shows in London
and Stratford-upon-Avon, as well as Q&As and interviews, to bring
students closer to the vibrant London theater scene.
Students who are taking London Centre online classes this term
are still able to take the classes as an Independent Study option in
the future, should they decide to study at the London Centre.
LAWRENCE
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Upgrades Invest in
Lawrence’s Historic Campus
Projects large and small, many supported by the Be the Light! Campaign, are helping to support,
transform and maintain both Lawrence’s historic campus and the student experience.
By Ed Berthiaume

1

MEMORIAL CHAPEL UPGRADES

New lighting was installed and a large projection screen was mounted
above the stage in Memorial Chapel to enable the space to be used as
a classroom and to enhance certain productions. Additionally, stainedglass window repairs took place courtesy of a donor fund that supports
annual upkeep work on the Chapel windows. Also, a section of the
Chapel roof underwent repairs.

2

P L A N T Z H A L L W I - F I A N D N E W PA I N T

Technology Services staff are completing copper data wiring
infrastructure upgrades in Plantz Hall, preparing the residence hall for
the next generation of Wi-Fi. Also, the lounge and lobby at Plantz are
being painted and two new murals will be added.
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3

 U D D L I B R A RY S E C O N D F L O O R T R A N S F O R M E D
M
I N TO C E N T E R F O R A C A D E M I C S U C C E S S

The new Center for Academic Success is officially ready! It features nine
private offices, a classroom, a testing room, a conference room, a general
tutoring area, two new restrooms and a remodeled Help Desk and
computer lab. It’s a major investment for an academic initiative that was
launched in 2016 to help support Lawrence students on their academic
journeys. The library renovation was made possible by a $1.5 million
fundraising campaign. The center offers support in areas that range from
tutoring to accessibility services and more.

4

O U T D O O R S TA I RWAY AT B R I G G S H A L L

The new metal stairs provide an easy and safe route to the trail along
the Fox River and the SLUG Garden, not to mention easy access to the
City of Appleton’s new Lawe Street Trestle Trail.

6

5
4

7

5

 EW HARDSCAPE IN FRONT OF
N
WELLNESS CENTER

This hardscape repair helps beautify the area directly in front of the
Buchanan Kiewit Wellness Center. It also helps improve safety, as the
concrete in that area was in disrepair.

6

WA R C H C A M P U S C E N T E R F L O O R I N G

A planned Warch dining area renovation project Kaplan’s Cafe and
Andrew Commons, funded by Bon Appetit, is on hold for a year;
however, the replacement of the flooring in both Andrew Commons
and The Café was still a go over the summer and a new terrazzo
flooring was installed over 12 weeks this summer, reducing the
construction time to complete the remainder of the project next year.

7

A L E X A N D E R G Y M R E VA M P

Following the revamp of the Alexander horseshoe, new bleachers in
Alexander Gym were installed over the summer. This follows a new wall
that was constructed to hold the bleachers. Earlier, the gym floor was
refinished and now features a large Viking ship inlay. It should enhance
the playing and viewing experience for basketball games, volleyball
games and other athletic events at Alex when athletics resume.

OT H E R U P G R A D E S I N C L U D E :
Briggs Hall 223 • This classroom was remodeled in June, complete with
new flooring, furniture and paint.
Women’s hockey locker room remodel • The women’s hockey locker
room, located at the Appleton Family Ice Center in Memorial Park, was
remodeled in April, part of the preparation for the debut of Lawrence’s
women’s hockey team. The refurbishment included adding an additional
stall, new fixtures, rubber flooring, benching and shelving.
Steam line repair • Two steam line repairs were completed during the
spring and early summer.
Parking lot of Big and Little Exec • The lot surface has been repaired.
Install of METASYS metering system • This is an HVAC control system
upgrade at Warch Campus Center.
Community Music School roof replacement • The Lawrence Community
Music School (formerly known as the Academy of Music) received a new
roof in March.
Alexander Gym transformer • A new transformer was installed at Alex Gym
courtesy of WE Energies.
LAWRENCE
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A L E X A N D E R G Y M R E VA M P

MEMORIAL CHAPEL
UPGRADES

I N N O VAT I V E
JOHNSON CONTROLS
I N C . PA RT N E R S H I P
U P G R A D E S S YS T E M S
TO REDUCE COST AND
C A R B O N F O OT P R I N T
Lawrence University has signed
a $5.5 million agreement with
Johnson Controls Inc. to upgrade
lighting, heating, ventilation and air
conditioning equipment on its campus,
in the process lowering the school’s
utility consumption and reducing its
carbon footprint.
The agreement is part of a 20-year
innovative payment contract with the
Milwaukee-based Johnson Controls
that allows the sustainability-focused
work to be done now with no up-front
capital costs to Lawrence. The savings
in utility costs that will come from the
energy efficiency upgrades, along with
fewer repair and replacement costs,
will pay for the project over the next
two decades.
The project includes the installation
of LED lighting in 17 buildings on
campus, the replacement of chillers
that serve the Music-Drama Center,
Shattuck Hall and Memorial Chapel,
the replacement of inefficient steam
traps campus wide and upgrades to
mechanical and fume hood systems in
Steitz and Youngchild Halls.

Photos: Danny Damiani

O U T D O O R S TA I RWAY AT B R I G G S H A L L
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COMMENCEMENT 2020

Celebrating our graduates

T

he Lawrence University community
gathered virtually on Sunday, June 14 for a
Commencement celebration unlike any other
in the school’s 173-year history.
Held online due to the COVID-19 pandemic that
moved Spring Term classes to distance learning, the
ceremony celebrated the accomplishments of nearly
270 Lawrentians in the Class of 2020.

Congratulatory messages from faculty and staff,
shared via video and an online chat, were mixed with
the traditional speeches and the conferring of degrees,
including an address from Natasha Trethewey, a
a Pulitzer Prize-winning poet whose book, Native
Guard, has been on the Freshman Studies reading list
at Lawrence for five years. ▪

Kelci Page ’20 painted a mural
along Drew Street celebrating
the Class of 2020. Photo:
Danny Damiani

Commencement
speaker Natasha
Trethewey implored
graduates to
find inspiration in
the arts. “Art allows
us the opportunity
to reflect on the
human condition,
to see ourselves in
others, evoking in us
our noblest trait, the
ability to empathize.
Art has always been a
necessary part of our
collective survival,”
she said.
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Faculty Marshal Julie
McQuinn did not have the
opportunity to lead the
faculty procession this year,
but she shared a greeting to
the graduates while wielding
the ceremonial mace.

RIGHT: Senior class speaker Samantha Lizbeth Torres ’20
acknowledged the loss of an in-person ceremony while encouraging
her fellow graduates to celebrate their achievements. “The act of
physically walking across that stage to receive a hard-earned diploma
is one of the pinnacle moments for first-generation families and our
most marginalized students … I implore you to recognize the sheer
amount of work, dedication and heart you’ve poured into yourselves
and this Lawrence community over the past four years … Recognize
the sacrifices you and your families have made and remember the
great joy you’ve experienced here.”

BELOW: Faculty and students celebrating their journeys together has
always been a hallmark of Commencement. This year, greetings and
congratulations from around campus were peppered throughout
the ceremony. Here, the horn studio celebrates with an appropriate
fanfare and the physics department dressed in full regalia to wish their
graduates well.

While students were not able to walk across the stage, each
graduate was individually recognized with a slide featuring
a photo of their choice while their names were read. The
ceremony was livestreamed on YouTube allowing family and
friends to cheer on their graduates virtually.
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THE FATHER OF
TELECOMMUTING
Meet Jack Nilles ’54,
Lawrentian and visionary
By Ed Berthiaume

F

or all the Lawrentians out there who are working from
home, communicating with the office from afar for reasons
of choice or pandemic-related necessity, take heart in
this fun connection. The scientist who was perhaps the earliest
champion of working remotely, who has been called the father of
telecommuting, who was publishing books on the subject nearly
50 years ago, well before personal computers were even a thing, is
an alumnus of Lawrence University.
Meet Jack Nilles ’54, Lawrentian and visionary.
He studied physics at Lawrence. He would go on to become an
accomplished physicist, working for a decade and a half at the U.S.
Air Force’s Aerial Reconnaissance Laboratory in Dayton, Ohio, and
The Aerospace Corporation and serving as a consultant with NASA,
President Kennedy’s and President Johnson’s Science Advisory
Council (PSAC) and the National Science Foundation (NSF).
“In the late ’50s and ’60s, I was basically a rocket scientist, devising
reconnaissance satellites, for the most part,” Nilles said from his
home in Los Angeles. “Most of it is highly classified stuff.”

lived, the payoff being employees who are less stressed and more
productive, employers saving money by forgoing expensive
downtown real estate and an ecosystem that would benefit from
a reduction in commuter traffic.
“Most of the traffic was people going from home to work and
back,” Nilles said. “And much of that was people going to their
offices, not to factories or other workplaces where they had to be
there. When they get to the office, they get on the phone and talk
to somebody somewhere else. I said, ‘Why don’t they just do that
from home in the first place?’ This was around 1970.”
He delivered the idea to business leaders, including his own
employer.
The response? Eh.
They were intrigued, but not quite ready to let employees out of sight.

Then came a career switch in the early 1970s, when Nilles shifted
from rocket scientist to the director of interdisciplinary research at
the University of Southern California, a position created for him so
he could follow his theory that remote working, then unheard of,
would be good for business and even better for the environment.

Once at USC, beginning in 1972, Nilles put his idea to the
test with a team of scholars across numerous disciplines
and in partnership with a national insurance company that
would serve as the study’s subject. Per the nine-month study,
worker productivity went up, health care costs went down, and
infrastructure costs dropped. If implemented nationwide, the
insurance company could save upwards of $5 million a year, the
study suggested.

Living amidst Los Angeles’ notorious traffic congestion and seeing
the increasing volatility around air pollution and other emerging
oil and gas issues, Nilles floated the idea that office workers need
not go into the company’s corporate offices to be effective. He
envisioned satellite offices located closer to where employees

“So, the experiment was a success,” Nilles said. “But the company
said, no, we’re not going to do that. From every direction, we got
resistance. That was my early lesson that this was going to be hard
to sell. They’re used to business as usual. I’ve been fighting that
ever since.”
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Even now, 48 years later, only about 3% of employees in the
United States work from home more than half the time, according
to a report in The New Yorker. But the COVID-19 pandemic has,
at least for now, made it more the norm than the exception.
Technology allowed for a rapid transition when the pandemic
hit in March, introducing people en masse to the joys and
frustrations of Skype and Zoom—find the mute button, please—
and turning attention-seeking dogs, cats and home-bound
children into office cohorts.
Now we’re many months into the global pandemic and this
work-from-home thing has gotten less awkward. Nilles, 87 and
still working 40 hours a week, said he’s hearing from people
who say it’s already feeling, well, normal.
A scientist with a deep liberal arts mindset that was nurtured
during his four years at Lawrence, Nilles saw those possibilities
back in the early ’70s, even if others could not, when personal
computers, laptops, smart phones and teleconferencing
were still fantasy. In 1976, he published the book, The
Telecommunications-Transportation Tradeoff, posing the
question: “Can telecommunications and computer
technologies be substituted for some portion
of urban commuter traffic?”
It turns out, yes.
The book, updated and reprinted in 2007,
detailed the 1973–74 study and posed questions
that remain relevant today. (Yes, the book is
available in Lawrence’s Mudd Library.)

“I keep saying lately, ‘after 48 years, I’m an overnight success,’”
Nilles joked.
Work from home isn’t for everybody. Many, maybe most, want
to be in the office, at least part of the time. Some companies that
had plowed ahead with going remote have pulled back in recent
years, tech giants Yahoo and IBM among them. But the pandemic
has forced employees and employers to explore again what the
possibilities might be, and some are now finding it to their liking,
Nilles said.
“I think the pandemic clearly is the force that I did not have
available to me at the time,” he said. “Now that it’s here, it has
clearly altered things, and I think permanently.
“Now I see headlines in the New York Times and the Washington
Post every couple of days where companies are saying, ‘Well,
gee, now we look at the costs, particularly in big cities, and
we’re spending all this money on office space that we really may
not need.’ As it turns out, surprise, surprise, people are more
productive when they’re working remote than when they’re
working in the office. That’s what we’ve been trying to tell you for
48 years.”

“As it turns out, surprise,
surprise, people are more
productive when they’re
working remote than
when they’re working in
the office. That’s what
we’ve been trying to tell
you for 48 years.”

While Nilles’ early work focused more
on satellite offices than home offices, the
message has held up through a bevy of
technology advancements: Instead of viewing
traffic congestion, and related urban sprawl,
as a transportation issue, look at it as a
communication issue. He coined the terms
“telecommuting” and “telework.” He would write five books in
all, and in 1980 co-founded with his wife, Laila, the management
consulting firm JALA International. The company became heavily
invested in developing good remote work practices, and in 1989
Nilles left USC to run the company full-time.
Fast forward to 2020, with the pandemic steamrolling the
economy and altering work and school processes, and you find
Nilles suddenly getting new attention. The New Yorker and the
New York Times, among other media outlets, have shined a fresh
light on his pioneering work. “Jack Nilles envisioned a complete
transformation of work, in which the central office might
disappear—a steam engine giving way to a network of motors,”
Georgetown University’s Cal Newport wrote in a May feature
in The New Yorker. In July, the Harvard Business Review and Vox
highlighted Nilles’ early efforts and the difficult road that remote
work has traveled since.

A rush to stay remote would, of course, create
other issues, from financial implications in the
commercial real estate market to sociological
and psychological impacts within the work
force. Watching how people respond and adjust
as the pandemic rewires what we consider
normal will be fascinating, Nilles said.
“We’re still in the middle of a giant experiment.
… My original objective in 1973 was to see if
this is feasible in a contemporary American
business environment. Now, it’s clearly feasible.
Now we have to go in and figure out what else
does all this mean.”

Who better than the father of telecommuting to be part of that
conversation? A Lawrentian, at that.
While Nilles’ company is mostly dormant, he still posts to his
JALA Thoughts blog regularly, gets tapped as a consultant on
creating remote work environments and speaks on issues of
climate change. He calls his time at Lawrence key to being able
to nimbly navigate in the worlds of aerospace science, business
productivity and environmental sustainability over five decades,
his liberal arts roots in play every step of the way.
“At Lawrence, I learned a little bit about everything,” he said.
“How to deal with people who were experts in all these different
disciplines. That was absolutely key to my being able to function
in these different worlds.”
If you need to know more, you can find Nilles at home, where his
office has been located for the past 31 years. ▪
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CELEBRATING THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE LAWRENCE COMMUNITY
1
1. Lawrence hits a DownBeat threepeat! The LU Jazz
Band, performing as a Latin Jazz/Afro-Cuban ensemble,
earned a Latin Group award in DownBeat’s 43rd annual
Student Music Awards.
2. Six students employed in the costume shop
constructed more than 350 cloth face masks, and
Lawrence’s Makerspace 3-D printed 200 plastic face
shields and 150 ear savers in the Makerspace lab inside
the Mudd Library.

Photo: Liz Boutelle

2

3. LIFT UP, an acronym for Low-Income, First Generation
Talent Unpacking Privilege, is the newest of six employee
resource groups on the Lawrence campus, providing
support and resources for faculty, staff and students
who come from low-income backgrounds or were firstgeneration college students. Chaired by Associate Dean
of Students Rose Wasielewski, who also helped launch the
group, it is one of 38 recipients of INSIGHT into Diversity
magazine’s 2020 Inspiring Affinity Group Awards.
4. Assistant Professor of Religious Studies Constance
Kassor is the recipient of a substantial National
Endowment for the Humanities Award, allowing her to
spend the next year collaborating with a Tibetan monk
in the translation of an important 15th-century Tibetan
Buddhist text.

Photo: Danny Damiani
Photo: Danny Damiani

3

5. Lecturer in Gender Studies Helen Boyd Kramer
was named a Champion of Pride by leading LGBTQ
publication The Advocate for her advocacy work in
Appleton and beyond.
6. Jesús Gregorio Smith, an assistant professor of ethnic
studies, has been awarded a prestigious 12-month
Wilson Center Career Enhancement Fellowship.
7. Madhuri Vijay ’09 earned one of the most coveted
spots in fiction: Her short story You Are My Dear Friend
appeared in the August 17 issue of The New Yorker.
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4
LAWRENCE EARNS DIVERSITY AWARD

Photo: Liz Boutelle

5

Photo: Rachel Crowl

6

Photo: Danny Damiani

7

Lawrence University is being honored for its work in becoming a more diverse and
inclusive campus.
INSIGHT Into Diversity, the oldest and largest diversity-focused publication in higher
education, announced that Lawrence is one of 90 recipients of its 2020 Higher Education
Excellence in Diversity (HEED) Award. Lawrence featured, along with the other recipients, in
the November issue of the magazine.
It’s a notable honor because it recognizes the significant progress Lawrence has made in
recent years, but it comes with the understanding that this is a work in progress, said Kimberly
Barrett, who joined Lawrence as its first vice president for diversity and inclusion in 2016.
“Although much work remains to be done, this honor acknowledges the progress
that has been made in both achieving equitable academic outcomes for students of all
backgrounds as well as in our efforts to increase the diversity of folks working and learning
at Lawrence,” Barrett said. “Like institutions around the country, we must continue to
enhance the quality of these efforts.”
Barrett pointed to retention and graduation rates at Lawrence for African American
students, which have gone up significantly over the past half decade. In the most recent
Diversity & Inclusion Annual Report, it’s noted that the graduation rate for African American
students at Lawrence is up 56%, and the retention rate for students of color has been equal
to or above white students over the past three years. That, Barrett said, speaks to progress
being made in achieving racial equity on campus.
Initiatives such as the annual Cultural Competency Lecture Series, the work of the
Inclusive Pedagogy Committee, the annual Diversity Planning Retreat that keeps a
leadership focus on diversity, equity and inclusion topics and the growth and activity of
various employee affinity groups have helped move efforts forward, Barrett said.
From 2015 to 2020, the percentage of students of color at Lawrence has increased from
19% of the student body to 26%, Barrett said. The number of faculty of color also has grown
over that five-year period, going from 13% of total faculty to 17%. The number of staff who
identify as people of color saw a jump of 65%.
In addition to Barrett’s vice president position, other new leadership positions added
since 2016 to address equity and inclusion include the Julie Esch Hurvis Dean of Spiritual
and Religious Life, a Title IX coordinator, a Diversity Center coordinator and a Dean of
Academic Success.
Also, through a grant from the Mellon Foundation and the work of the President’s
Committee on Diversity Affairs, Lawrence has implemented training to enhance the
process for recruiting diverse applicants for faculty positions. Another grant from the
Mellon Foundation has led to the diversifying of curriculum and the development of new
pedagogical methods.
In recent months, as a movement for social justice has elevated conversation and
calls for systematic change across the country, Barrett has been leading a series of virtual
workshops on antiracism for Lawrence faculty and staff. Lawrence wants to be a leader
on these issues, both on campus and in the Fox Cities, Barrett said. The HEED Award
is recognition that that hard work is being done and, despite setbacks and frustrations,
progress is being made.
“Despite the work that still remains ahead,” she said, “it is important to acknowledge and
celebrate the righteous work in which we have been engaged because, as Audre Lorde wrote,
‘Even the smallest victory is never to be taken for granted. Every victory must be applauded,
because it is so easy not to battle at all, to just accept and call that acceptance inevitable.’”
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I N S I D E L AW R E N C E

PRESIDENT BURSTEIN
STEPPING DOWN IN JUNE 2021
Mark Burstein, president of Lawrence University since 2013,
will leave the post at the end of the 2020–21 academic year,
he announced in a letter to the Lawrence community
on Sept. 11.
Burstein called his time at Lawrence the “greatest honor and
pleasure of my professional life,” and said he made the difficult
decision to leave for family reasons. He and his husband,
David Calle, will return to the East Coast to be near their parents.
He is the 16th president in Lawrence’s history, which dates back
to its founding in 1847. He has overseen notable changes over
the past seven years, including significantly lowering student loan
debt for graduating students through the Full Speed to Full Need
initiative, fostering a more diverse, inclusive and equity-minded
campus culture and launching or enhancing curricular programs
in, among other areas, data science, musical improvisation,
neuroscience and global studies. The university’s endowment has
grown by 70% during his tenure thanks in part to the ambitious
$220 million Be the Light! Campaign, which launched six years ago
and is on track to reach its fundraising goal before the campaign
concludes in December.
Burstein began his eighth and final year at Lawrence with the
start of Fall Term. He said he will “serve as your president for this
academic year with all of my focus and energy” before stepping
away on June 30.
“With the end of our strategic plan in sight and the completion
of the Be the Light! Campaign this December, it seems like an
appropriate juncture in the arc of the university to prepare for new
leadership,” Burstein said in his message. “The pandemic has also
made it difficult for David and me to keep connected to our parents
during an important period in their lives.”
David C. Blowers ’82, chair of the Lawrence University Board
of Trustees, praised Burstein for his “deft and compassionate
leadership” and said his work over the past seven years has
positioned Lawrence well to succeed amid the many challenges
facing higher education in the coming years.
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“During Mark’s tenure, our curricular offerings became deeper and
broader, applications and the endowment increased dramatically,
and our community became more diverse, inclusive and equityminded,” Blowers said in a message to the Lawrence community.
“Thanks to his dedication and service, Lawrence is well positioned
for the future.”
A national search for a new president began immediately, Blowers
said. A Presidential Search Committee has been formed, with
membership from trustees, alumni, faculty, students and staff.
The national search firm Isaacson, Miller has been selected to
assist with the search.
“In these moments of transition, it is important to find time
to celebrate our progress and imagine our future,” Blowers
said. “I hope the entire university community will join us in
both activities.”
While Burstein’s focus now is on navigating the Fall Term during
these unprecedented times, he said there will be plenty of
opportunity for celebration and reflection as the year goes on.
“We have accomplished so much together: launching new
curriculum and teaching methods, renewing campus
infrastructure and deepening our commitment to diversity,
inclusion and equity,” he said. “I have had the privilege of
participating in the lives of smart and caring students. Our
endowment has grown more than 70%, which has helped us
make Lawrence more affordable and decreased the average debt
of our graduates. Many talented faculty and staff have joined us
with their energy, insights and new ideas. You have welcomed
David, Homer and me into this beloved learning community with
open arms. We have established friendships that will endure for
the rest of our lives.”
Visit go.lawrence.edu/search for the latest information.

Photo: David Jackson

I N S I D E L AW R E N C E

123 YEARS OF COMBI
Contributions of Retirin
Four Lawrence University faculty
members who excelled in the classroom
and provided significant leadership
have retired.
David Burrows, who served 12 years as
Lawrence’s provost and dean of the faculty
before retiring from that post in 2017
to return full-time to the classroom as
a professor of psychology, is among the
retirees, joined by Ruth Lunt (German),
Tom Ryckman (philosophy) and Richard
Sanerib (mathematics). Lunt served in
numerous faculty leadership positions,
including a five-year stint as associate dean
of the faculty. Ryckman served at various
times as Freshman Studies director and as
Senior Experience director. Sanerib was the
recipient of multiple teaching awards.
Lunt, Ryckman and Sanerib are being
awarded a Master of Arts, ad eundem.
Burrows was awarded the honorary degree
in 2017.

DAVID BURROWS
Joining Lawrence in 2005 as provost and
dean of the faculty, Burrows (pictured
left) led Lawrence’s academic side for
a dozen years. He previously served as
vice president of academic affairs at
Beloit College and had faculty leadership
positions at Skidmore College and the
State University of New York College
at Brockport.
Burrows called launching the Senior
Experience program one of the definitive
achievements of his time at Lawrence
because of the way it wraps up the student
journey in such an emphatic way.
Whether in the role of provost or in the
classroom, Burrows said he stands in
awe of the student-faculty relationship at
Lawrence. The willingness of faculty to
go the extra mile for students—and to see
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I N S I D E L AW R E N C E

INED SERVICE AND SCHOLARSHIP
ng Faculty Will Shape Lawrence for Decades
that play out year after year even as the students come and go and
new faculty arrive—is a beautiful thing to witness.
“That this group continues to value the development of students
is a tribute to the mentorship and leadership of the faculty already
here,” he said.

RUTH LUNT
The associate professor of German
has been part of the Lawrence faculty
for 28 years. Her contributions have
had an impact across campus.
After joining the German faculty in
1992, Lunt would become director
of the linguistics pogram in 1996.
She would go on to chair or cochair Spanish, Russian and German
departments and took on other faculty
leadership posts. From 2010 to 2015, she served as associate dean
of the faculty.
“The thing that I am most proud of is the growth of the linguistics
program,” Lunt said. “When I arrived in 1992, there were only a
handful of courses. Kuo-ming Sung and I decided that we needed
to propose a major and a minor.”
As she closes her teaching career, she implores her students not to
shy away from the unknown. A Lawrence education prepares you
to adapt and thrive in a myriad of settings.
“Don’t be afraid to try something new, perhaps something that
does not seem to be associated with your major,” Lunt said. “And
don’t worry about that first choice you make. You will have the
opportunity to re-imagine and remake yourself down the road, if
you decide that you want to.”

THOMAS RYCKMAN
The professor of philosophy has
been part of the Lawrence faculty
since 1984.
Ryckman received the University’s
Outstanding Young Teacher Award,
Excellence in Teaching Award and
the Mortar Board Honorary Award.
He served as director of Freshman

Studies in the late 1980s and again in 1995. From 2008 to 2010,
he served as director of the Senior Experience program. And he
regularly served on major committees of the faculty.
He walks away from the classroom knowing he helped to
develop something that is an important piece of Lawrence’s
liberal arts curriculum.
Ryckman’s message is simple: Lean into that Lawrence education.
“Be confident that your time at Lawrence has prepared you for
life’s challenges,” he said. “Also, understand that for most of us,
life is long, and, so, you need not panic if things get tough and you
experience setbacks. You’ll have plenty of time to reach your goals,
or to modify them in light of your experiences.”

RICHARD SANERIB
The associate professor of
mathematics taught for more than
40 years in mathematics. Along the
way, he earned three of Lawrence’s
top teaching honors—the Young
Teacher Award, the Excellence in
Teaching Award and the Mortar Board
Honorary Award.
Sanerib said he steps away from his
teaching duties after four decades
with deep pride in and respect for the students who have shared
his classroom.
Sanerib said his students helped him become a better teacher
and mentor.
“They taught me the value of being open, caring, honest,
supportive, challenging and passionate about mathematics,”
he said.
The Lawrence experience doesn’t stop at learning the content
of the course, Sanerib said. It’s the liberal arts education that
prepares students to be lifelong learners that brings him the
most joy.
“It is about teaching them how to learn and think critically,
inspiring them to be better, encouraging them to find something
they are passionate about and to reach, explore and not fear
failure,” he said.
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LAWRENCE WELCOMES FIVE NEW MEMBERS TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Evan Williams ’10 was elected as a Recent Graduate Trustee while
Dan Busiel ’84, Tamika Franklin ’05, Susan Long Hall ’76 and
Mansco Perry each were elected as Term Trustees.
“At this critical moment for higher education, I couldn’t be more
appreciative for the diverse group of individuals who are giving
so much of their time and talent as trustees to ensure that the
college continues to distinguish and differentiate itself,” said David
Blowers ’82, chair of the Lawrence Board of Trustees.

TAMIKA FRANKLIN serves
as director of development
for the Preuss School UC
San Diego. She is responsible
for fundraising efforts, alumni
engagement, marketing and
volunteer management.

EVAN WILLIAMS is a composer
and assistant professor of music
and director of instrumental
activities at Rhodes College. He has
received many awards and honors,
including serving as the Detroit
Symphony Orchestra’s inaugural
Classical Roots Composer-inResidence in 2018.

SUSAN LONG HALL is the
founder and president of the
95 Percent Group, a missiondriven organization dedicated
to ensuring success for struggling
readers. Prior to founding
95 Percent Group, she was a
consultant to school districts and
state departments of education.

DAN BUSIEL is senior vice
president and chief investment
officer at Trustmark, a national
employee benefits company. Prior
to his current role he served as head
of the Portfolio Management Group
at Allstate Corporation.

MANSCO PERRY is the executive
director and chief investment
officer for the Minnesota State
Board of Investment, where he
manages state assets in excess
of $95 billion. Mansco has served
in a number of investment roles,
including as the chief investment
officer of Macalester College.

KUO-MING SUNG INAUGURAL WENDY AND K.K. TSE PROFESSOR OF EAST ASIAN STUDIES
Kuo-ming Sung, a professor
of Chinese and linguistics who
has been teaching at Lawrence
University since 1994, has been
named the inaugural Wendy
and K.K. Tse Professor of
East Asian Studies.
The endowed professorship,
established courtesy of gifts from
Wendy and K.K. Tse ’81 as part
of the Be the Light! Campaign,
provides ongoing support for
a distinguished member of the
college’s faculty who demonstrates a commitment to teaching
courses that contribute to the understanding of East Asia.
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The investment will help sustain, and hopefully grow, the scope
and depth of the program, Sung said. It provides needed study of
a robust and significant region of the world.
“I have been working hard on this and now have high hopes for
creating new courses that will bring growth to the program, an
area of study that is proving increasingly significant in the global
context,” he said.
Catherine G. Kodat, provost and dean of the faculty, said the
endowed professorship will pay dividends for Lawrence and its
students for years to come.
“I’m extremely grateful, both for Wendy and K.K. Tse’s extraordinary
generosity and for Kuo-ming’s years of steadfast dedication to
East Asian Studies, particularly in Chinese language instruction
and advocacy for study abroad,” Kodat said.

I N S I D E L AW R E N C E

MARY ALMA NOONAN
JOINS LAWRENCE AS
VICE PRESIDENT FOR FINANCE
AND ADMINISTRATION
Mary Alma Noonan, Lawrence University’s
newly hired vice president for finance
and administration, came on board in
early August.
Noonan, who has a Bachelor of Arts in East
Asian studies from Middlebury College and
a Master of Business Administration from
Harvard Business School and speaks fluent
Mandarin, spent the bulk of her career in the
business world, holding financial leadership
posts with Sara Lee Corporation, Arrow
Electronics and Fannie Mae. Noonan spent
the past year as the chief financial officer for
the Rutland City Public Schools in Vermont.
Prior to that, she spent a year and a half
as the vice president for finance and
administration at Green Mountain College,
a struggling liberal arts college in Poultney,
Vt. She came on board well aware that Green
Mountain was trying to dig out of serious
financial difficulties. Efforts to reverse the slide
were not successful and the school closed its
doors after the 2018–19 academic year.
The experience gave Noonan insights into
the hurdles facing higher education and
furthered a desire to work in the world of
liberal arts education.
“Lawrence is in a relatively fortunate position
vis-à-vis some of its peers in that we’ve got
a pretty strong financial footing with a good
endowment,” she said.
Noonan said she and other members of the
Lawrence leadership team will need to make
decisions with an eye on both the short-term
financial realities and the long-term health of
the University.
“It’s difficult, but that also makes it interesting
and challenging,” Noonan said of her new
role. “I feel I have some ideas that can be
helpful, looking at strategies going forward.
That’s really an interesting part of this to me,
to think about how to make the institution
stronger, how to ensure the best possible
experience for the students we have now and
those in the future.”
Photo: Liz Boutelle
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TWO NEW MEMBERS JOIN
LAWRENCE FACULTY
ELIZABETH BECKER, PSYCHOLOGY
The newest member of Lawrence University’s psychology
department faculty is plenty familiar with what makes this
place special.
Elizabeth Becker ’04 earned a double-degree in psychology
and music performance here before going on to earn a Ph.D.
from the University of Wisconsin-Madison.
“The lessons learned and relationships with faculty forged
at Lawrence have been a guiding light in my own career as
I sought to become the type of teacher that would make LU
proud,” Becker said. “It is a true honor to be welcomed home
and be part of the Lawrence community.”
Becker steps in as an associate professor of psychology
and neuroscience.
“I’m very excited to bring my program of research here to
Lawrence to work with our incredibly talented undergraduate
students,” Becker said. “I am dedicated to providing laboratory
and professional development opportunities to prepare our
students for graduate study.”
Provost and Dean of Faculty Catherine G. Kodat said
bringing Becker back to Lawrence is a huge win for a
department that continues to serve one of the largest numbers
of majors at Lawrence.

Elizabeth Becker ’04
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Miriam Rodriguez-Guerra

“As an alumna and double-degree graduate, she appreciates
all the things that make Lawrence special,” Kodat said. “I am
delighted to welcome her back to her alma mater.”
MIRIAM RODRIGUEZ-GUERRA, SPANISH
Miriam Rodriguez-Guerra comes to Lawrence from the
University of Arizona, where she earned her Ph.D. in Hispanic
linguistics with an emphasis on phonology.
Madera Allan, chair of Lawrence’s Spanish department and
a member of the search committee, said Rodriguez-Guerra
brings background and teaching skills that will benefit students
in and out of the classroom.
“Miriam is a dynamic scholar and teacher, with vast
and varied experience and interests that will allow her to
contribute to a number of programs across campus,” Allan
said. “She studies bilingualism from multiple perspectives—
phonological, cultural and philosophical. We are thrilled
to welcome a sage and enthusiastic new colleague to the
Spanish department.”
Rodriguez-Guerra’s emphasis at Arizona has been in the
areas of speech, language and hearing sciences, phonology and
sociolinguistics. For her dissertation, she has done extensive
language and phonology studies with young Latinx children in
Tucson, Ariz., focused significantly on the speech benefits of
growing up bilingual.
Rodriguez-Guerra holds a bachelor’s degree in English
philology from the University of Las Palmas de Gran Canaria
(Spain), a master’s degree in phonetics and phonology from
the Spanish National Research Council (Spain) and a master’s
degree in Spanish from the University of Arizona.

ALUMNI

BOO
   KS
ISLAND ON FIRE:
T H E R E V O LT
T H AT E N D E D
S L AV E RY I N T H E
BRITISH EMPIRE
Tom Zoellner ’91
A gripping account of
the slave rebellion in
Jamaica that led to the
abolition of slavery in the British Empire,
Island on Fire is a dramatic day-by-day
account of this transformative uprising,
drawing on primary sources to tell the
intimate story of the men and women who
rose up and tasted liberty for a few brief
weeks. It provides the first full portrait of
the rebellion’s enigmatic leader, Samuel
Sharpe, and gives us a poignant glimpse
of the struggles and dreams of the many
Jamaicans who died for liberty.

WINNER 2020
LILLIAN MACKESY
AWARD FOR
HISTORIAN OF
THE YEAR

WORDS,
WOMEN AND
W E D N E S D AY S :
T W E LV E W O M E N
WHO SHAPED
A CITY ON THE
FRONTIER
Bonnie Glidden
Buchanan ’62

Drawing on pictures,
maps and documents—
many from the
Lawrence University
Archives—Words,
Women and Wednesdays examines the lives
of frontier women who shaped Appleton.
They built their homes around Main Hall,
established institutions for the city’s wellbeing, pursued their careers and developed
friendships. For their personal erudition,
they assiduously organized a literary study
club that exists today in much the same
format. The women’s lives and their
literary studies are examined in the
book. Lawrence is a central feature to
their success. (To purchase, contact
bonniegbuchanan@gmail.com.)

FACULTY AWARD WINNERS DEMONSTRATE CREATIVITY AND
COMMITMENT INSIDE AND OUTSIDE OF CLASSROOM
The exceptional work of three members of the Lawrence University faculty was recognized
this year with awards for academic excellence.
CELIA BARNES, associate professor
of English, was the recipient of the
University Award for Excellence in
Teaching. Barnes, a specialist in 18thcentury British literature who was
recently inducted into the Johnsonian
Society, an eminent assembly of
scholars, lexicographers and collectors,
was described by a student as “one
of those relatable, approachable
professors that you really only find at
Lawrence,” according to a citation in
her honor from Provost and Dean of
Faculty Catherine Kodat. “You are an
eminent scholar, a generous colleague
and a dedicated, superb teacher.”
ROB NEILSON, the Frederick R.
Layton Professor of Studio Art and
professor of art, received the Award for
Excellence in Scholarship or Creative
Activity. Neilson was praised for his
public art projects. His citation notes
that Neilson’s work speaks to shared
history, culture and humanity and asks
all of us to contemplate more directly
the physical world. “By your own
admission, you did not set out to be an
artist known for creating public work,”
Kodat notes. “But you have clearly
been called to make your aesthetic
contributions to the world in ways that
heighten our sense of the beauty of shared
experience, to the benefit of us all.”

Barnes (lower left) celebrates the accomplishments of students during
a pre-pandemic senior banquet. Photo: Thompson Photo Imagery

BRIGID VANCE, assistant professor of
history, earned the Award for Excellent
Teaching by an Early Career Faculty
Member. Vance is a specialist in late
imperial China. She has quickly built
a reputation for creativity that has
resonated with students. “We have
seen a steady increase in the number
of students who have discovered your
courses and concluded that you are,
indeed, exactly the kind of professor
they would love to take more classes
with,” reads her citation. “Students
appreciate your ability to balance rigor
with flexibility, your skill in cultivating
energetic classroom discussion, your
detailed attention to their writing
and—above all—the warmth and
respect with which you approach
each and every one of them.”
RIGHT: Vance leads a hands-on research exercise
during an introductory history class. Photo: Liz Boutelle

Neilson at work in his studio. Photo: Liz Boutelle
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BE THE LIGHT!
L E A R N E R S . L E A D E R S . L AW R E N T I A N S .

GOAL MET!
MET !
Be the Light! meets historic $220 million goal.
Thanks to the generosity of the Lawrence community, the
historic Be the Light! Campaign reached its $220 million
goal months ahead of schedule. Your support has made
the Lawrence experience within reach for more students,
supported and enhanced the strength of our academic
offerings and maintained and transformed our historic
campus. This support has been more critical than ever in
a time when Lawrence and our students are navigating the
unprecedented challenges of a global pandemic.

Though Be the Light’s initial goal has been reached, the
campaign is not yet over. Lawrentians like to exceed
expectations. We are still seeking support for key projects
like the Science Learning Commons and Björklunden Net
Zero and priorities like the Lawrence Fund ahead of the
campaign deadline on Dec. 31, 2020.
To learn more, or to continue to support
the campaign and help it finish strong, please visit
bethelight.lawrence.edu.

G I V I N G D AY G O E S V I RT U A L

This year’s Giving Day featured social media challenges,
livestreamed content and even a virtual Be the Light! Campaign
happy hour.
“To see this level of support in these trying times is a
testament to the generous spirit of our Lawrence community,”
President Mark Burstein said. “We are so very grateful. The
funds raised will support the essential needs of our students
today and in the future in countless ways.”

Even amidst a global pandemic, Giving Day was a rousing
success. Supporters contributed more than $1.9 million, the
second most in the event’s seven-year history. In all, 2,987
alumni, faculty, staff, students and friends participated in an
event that went all virtual amid the COVID-19 pandemic.
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CLASS OF 2020 HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

F

ive individuals and one team make up the Lawrence University
Intercollegiate Athletic Hall of Fame Class of 2020.
For more, visit go.lawrence.edu/2020hof.

AT H L E T I C L I G H T S

JOE LOEHNIS ’06
is the only golfer in
Lawrence history to
grab the title of
All-American.

1967–68 SWIMMING TEAM Lawrence’s 1967–68 swim
team broke new ground for the program as it became the
first undefeated squad in the sport’s history at the college.
SUE SCHNEIDER HARRISON ’78
was the first great distance runner
in Lawrence women’s track and
field history.

HAYLEY VATCH BREDEN ’09 is
one of the finest distance swimmers in
Lawrence and Midwest Conference history.
ANDREW WONG ’06
put together three
spectacular seasons
at the plate during
his Lawrence
baseball career.

ALEX GOODSON
RUIKIS ’10
provided the power in the
middle of the lineup for
Lawrence softball in the
first decade of the 2000s.
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2020 Alumni Award Recipients
Seven Lawrence University alumni were honored with 2020 Alumni Awards. While the COVID-19 pandemic prevented the annual
Reunion celebration, this year’s recipients were celebrated this June for their contributions to both the Lawrence community and the world.
JEFFREY RIESTER ’70:
The Presidential Award
As an attorney and manager in Appleton,
Wis., Riester has exhibited incredible
qualities of leadership in his service to the
Lawrence community. Serving as the chair of
the More Light! campaign group and the chair
of the Board of Trustees from 2002–2004, as
well as in various other positions on campus
and in the Fox Valley, Riester’s guidance has served as a critical
factor in the betterment of the university.
LEE DODDS CHEMEL ’65:
Lucia Russell Briggs Distinguished
Achievement Award
With four Emmy nominations, three
BET awards and two Humanitas awards
recognizing her outstanding direction,
Chemel’s long, successful career has been
defined by groundbreaking work in the
realms of theatre and television.
ZOIE REAMS ’14:
Nathan M. Pusey Young Alumni
Distinguished Distinguished
Achievement Award
Only six years after her graduation from the
Lawrence University Conservatory of Music,
Reams has already made a name for herself
as a performer in some of the most renowned
opera houses in the world. With critically acclaimed debuts with
the Lyric Opera of Chicago and the Houston Grand Opera, among
various other celebrated venues and festivals, Reams’ “velvety”
mezzo voice is in high demand.
BRIENNE COLSTON ’15:
George B. Walter Service to
Society Award
Colston’s post-graduation career has been
dedicated to providing justice and healing to
her community. Through her tireless work
as a racial justice and political education
facilitator, as well as through her role as the
founder of innovative non-profit Brown Girl Recovery, Colsten
has given many women of color a vital space for encouragement,
support and healing.
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NANCY PERKINS HANLEY M-D’54:
Gertrude Breithaupt Jupp Outstanding
Service Award
With nearly 30 years of devotion to Lawrence
University in a variety of diverse positions,
including LUAA Board of Directors member,
class secretary and Reunion steering
committee organizer, Hanley epitomizes
exceptional service by an alumna.
TED KATZOFF ’65:
Gertrude Breithaupt Jupp Outstanding
Service Award
As the creator of Lawrence University’s
fencing program and a graduate from
the theatre department, Katzoff has never
forgotten his alma mater, returning often to
campus to provide mentorship to the fencing
team and to lead master classes for the theatre department.
A Lawrentian through-and-through, Katzoff’s service to the
university has played a major role in shaping the institution
as it exists today.
CHIAO-YU TUAN ’14:
Marshall B. Hulbert Young Alumni
Outstanding Service Award
Despite her successful and demanding career
in Silicon Valley, Tuan never hesitates to
make time to share her time and talents with
Lawrence University. Mentoring international
students, speaking to computer science
classes, creating communication platforms for prospective
students and more, Tuan has provided vital assistance to past,
present and future Lawrentians.

Know a fellow Lawrentian who deserves
recognition? Nominate them for an Alumni Award!
For more information and to submit a nomination,
visit go.lawrence.edu/alumniawards.

CLASS NOTES
1948
Theodore S. Roede ⋅ Hi—during this time
of self-quarantine I have been walking to
the mailbox for exercise and am now back
working out on machines at the local YMCA
in Stevens Point, Wis. Since I am one of the
oldest members of the Y they treat me really
well! In 2018, I was awarded the Rick Harvey
Memorial Outstanding Volunteer award by the
International Sled Dog Racing Association for
which I have been a director at large for many
years. I live in the country near Rosholt, Wis.,
with my wife Betsie and three sled dogs!

1954
Kenneth J. Krueger ⋅ I am happily retired and
enjoying good health on the high desert just
north of Los Angeles. I am taking advantage of
the great variety of cultural and entertainment
possibilities the LA basin offers, and I spend
leisure time tending my landscaped gardens.
I love hearing from old friends, especially
fraternity brothers.
Jack Nilles ⋅ Iʼm still thinking about retiring.
But COVID-19 has produced so many queries
about my research on telecommuting that
began in the early 1970s. Iʼm consulting again
about ways to survive the sudden, pandemicinduced changes. Once we have enough people
working from home we can get truly serious
about climate change. Timeʼs a-wasting. I guess
retirement can wait a while longer.

1956
Joan Timmermann Anderson ⋅ Steve and I are
back in Door County for the summer and
appreciating the cooler weather, but it certainly
is a very different summer. No concerts, theater
or sailing lessons, and no family visitors.
However, we did have a one-night tent
camping adventure in Peninsula State Park and
survived surprisingly well, considering our age!
We miss activities at Björklunden. Our son Ted
is starting a new career as a high school science
teacher and our daughter Sharon is a professor

at California State University Monterey Bay,
so they will both be dealing with virtual
teaching. We are interested to see what the new
normal will look like—life is always a learning
experience!
Judith Walworth Bare ⋅ We continue to be
“snowbirds” spending the winters in Florida
and the summers in Lake Geneva, Wis. My
daughter, who is also widowed, and I live and
travel together. Just before the coronavirus took
over the world, we took a Viking cruise to Belize
and the Yucatan to study Mayan culture. Last
year Viking took us to the furthermost northern
point in Europe to experience the solstice there.
Unfortunately, it was cold and rainy so we didnʼt
see the sun at midnight, but going past the
Arctic Circle was fun. I continue my quilting,
making items for donations to Head Start, the
Veteranʼs Hospital and Habitat in Florida. And
making masks for the family has kept me busy
as well. When we went on the Viking Solstice
cruise, we were also studying the Viking culture
and history.
Donald P. Rietz ⋅ My wife and I live in a
community 25 miles northwest of Tucson, Ariz.:
The Highlands at Dove Mountain in Marana,
Ariz. We have been here 21 years, part time at
first in the winter and for the past three years as
full-time residents having sold our home on
Powers Lake, Wis.
We enjoy our community and appreciate the
security it offers especially during these difficult
times. We have a great golf course, currently
receiving high ratings nationally. In addition,
we have tennis and pickleball courts, a fitness
center and a beautiful clubhouse with a great
restaurant. I look back at my days at Lawrence
with pleasure and am pleased that I have many
days ahead to enjoy those memories. My best
to all of you.
Barbara Bennett Sackett ⋅ After several years of
solo living in my little cottage in rural Ontario,
I have decided to remove myself to a really neat
vibrant retirement home in Hamilton, Canada
(where we lived for 26 years). One of my sons
lives there and I am still connected to some
friends of yore. The move will take place in early
September and I am looking forward to a new
life style with meals served!

CLASS NEWS IN
LAWRENCE MAGAZINE!
Looking for your class? Lawrence magazine
features individual classes once each year to allow
adequate space for the rich details of your lives.
Submit your Class Note using our new directory!
Learn more at go.lawrence.edu/profile.

Donna Fraider Stewart ⋅ I am still in Sarasota,
Fla., and looking for a roommate (any age) to
share the responsibilities of a rental home with
a pool. Does this sound interesting to someone
who no longer looks forward to ice and
snow? The beaches are beautiful, the sunsets
magnificent. The present situation has put a
damper on my work with the Sarasota Opera,
but I still manage to Zoom to board meetings at
church and do grocery shopping for neighbors
in need. It is a time for sharing and I look
forward to hearing from and reading about old
friends. By the time this is published, my hope
is to say “Hip, Hip, Hurray! All is well.”
donna.stewart.sarasota@gmail.com

1957
Betsy Jarrett Stodola, Bruce H. Stodola ⋅
August 2020. Bruce and I are happily hiding
out in our summer cabin overlooking the sixth
fairway of White Mountain Summer Homes
golf course in Pinetop, Ariz., where it is cool
and rainy. Bruce walks, and I paint and read.
We keep in touch with the outside world via
email, Zoom, and tele-medicine, and use
Instacart to get food and lots of wine. Our
four children and some of the 12 grandkids
come up to check on us periodically. One of
the grandsons is in medical school, sitting in
front of his computer eight hours a day taking
virtual classes. It makes us so grateful for
our Lawrence experience so unlike what LU
students are enduring now.
We wish all of our classmates well.
Stay safe and busy!

1958
William W. Bast Pʼ89 ⋅ I am avoiding COVID-19
in my home on a lake in West Bend, Wis. I am
proud that my daughter is a Lawrence graduate
and that my grandson graduated from Lawrence
in 2019.
Allen R. Bonde ⋅ I am continuing to compose
my fist piano concerto with haste and great joy.
I am still doing piano performances, mostly
“golden oldies,” at retirement communities. Itʼs
a battle with COVID-19.

LAWRENCE

39

CLASS NOTES

William R. Blask ⋅ COVID-19 is very real to us
as we have a granddaughter recovering from it.
My wife, Paulette, has converted a room in our
home into a studio for her stained glass and
ceramic projects. I am part of a group teaching
the app, Zoom, to people at Furman University
who will use it this fall.
Ruthann Boucher Stolzman ⋅ I am proud that
all 11 grandchildren have now graduated from
college. My husband, Burnel, and I have some
health issues but are dealing with them.
G. Russell Clapp ⋅ I am living in an
independent/assisted living facility in
Palm Beach Gardens, Fla. My daughter lives
in Palm Beach. Coping with COVID-19 for me
is somewhat like house arrest with meals and
mail being brought to my door. I do miss my
friends back in Tennessee.
Carol Davy McConnell, John N. McConnell ʼ56
I (Carol) keep in touch with Helen Lofquist
Zimmerman ʼ58, Judy Huffman Sutherland ʼ58
and Shirley Carter Delorme ʼ58 by any means
possible since we cannot see each other in
person. I keep active and busy tending my
churchʼs garden and my own.
James B. Davis ⋅ Like most of us, I have had to
make adjustments due to COVID-19. An avid
pickleball player, the games are now played
outside. No more fist bumps, just a touching of
paddles at the gameʼs conclusion. Swimming at
the indoor pool I use is limited to two people at
a time.
Robert A. De Lapp ⋅ My wife, Deloris, and
I got away to Panama in early February before
COVID-19 restrictions were implemented. We
were most interested in the changes, mainly in
the wider channels and new locks, since our last
visit 10 years ago.
Bishop Louis W. Falk ⋅ My wife and I will
celebrate our 65th wedding anniversary
in September. We have four children, 16
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.
Aside from some arthritis issues, we are both
in good health.
Susanna Fortney Walby Pʼ00 ʼ99 ʼ97,
Peter A. Walby Pʼ00 ʼ99 ʼ97 ⋅ My husband,
Peter, and I avoid the feelings of COVID-19
confinement by packing a picnic lunch and
driving the back roads of western Wisconsin to
some spot we have never visited before. Our
home in Viroqua, Wis., is in the Driftless area,
a portion of Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa and
Illinois, that was not flattened by glaciers in the
last Ice Age.
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John W. Franke ⋅ My wife and I are living in a
retirement community in Tucson, Ariz. Due to
the pandemic, we have not been outside the
community in over a month. Food and mail are
brought to our door.
Joyce Freiberg Christie, Thomas F. Christie ʼ59
My husband, Tom, and I are enjoying living in
a retirement community in Wauwatosa, Wis.
We do not miss the chores that go with home
ownership.
Rev. Frank R. Gaylord ⋅ I had a trip to Columbia,
and Snake Rivers cancelled due to the COVID-19
pandemic. I am walking 4 to 5 miles each day
with a personal best of 9 miles.
Janice Krause Gunlogson ⋅ I am staying in the
Lower 48 for the first time in 58 years. I move
between New Hampshire and Indianapolis
as our daughters are music professors at
the University of New Hampshire and
Butler University.
Arno Wm. Haering ⋅ I moved to Woodbury,
Minn., a few years ago, to be closer to my son
and daughter who both live in the Twin Cities
area. I am an avid reader. I still have my
brown hair.
Carol Hagedorn Stocking ⋅ I have been in selfimposed isolation in my senior living apartment
in Silver Spring, Md. Prior to the pandemic,
I was able to use my musical talent to entertain
residents and my nutrition knowledge to
recommend improvements in the daily menus
for the residents.
Russell R. Krause ⋅ I moved to Appleton about
18 months ago to be closer to my grandchildren.
I do miss the fly fishing for trout that I did while
living in Idaho for many years.
LTC David L. Mann ⋅ At Christmas my sister
announced she and her husband were going
on a 57-day trip around South America and
leaving on Jan. 7. My wife, Marcie, and I decided
to surprise them and join them. The surprise
worked and the trip was most enjoyable. The
highlight was visiting Easter Island.

Ulrike Scharmer Duchrow ⋅ My husband,
Ulrich, and I attended an international
conference in Bethlehem in December 2019.
Its purpose was to determine what the worldʼs
churches could do to support justice for
Palestine. Our family went on our annual
skiing trip this past February. The group is
larger as it now includes adult grandchildren
and their partners.
Mary Severson Lewis ⋅ My husband, Ray, and
I are using our summer home on Fripp Island,
S.C., as a safe summer getaway from the
pandemic. Our youngest granddaughter starts
college this fall, and we are concerned about
the uncertainty that goes with starting college
this year.
John A. Spickerman ⋅ Gretchen Niedert
Spickerman ʼ57 ⋅ My wife, Gretchen Niedert,
and I moved to Ashland, Wis., several years ago,
to be closer to the three of our four children
who live in the area. We are trying to make the
best of life that has been made more difficult by
the COVID-19 pandemic.
William L. Swearingen ⋅ I have racked my brain
trying to think of interesting news to report. My
wife, Carol, and I have been coping with the
pandemic and spending time at our property in
Vail, Colo.
Robert W. Thurow ⋅ After many trips
throughout the U.S. and Canada, my wife,
Sherri, and I have hung up our traveling
shoes and settled back to watch our
grandchildren grow.
Patricia Minger Vorenberg ⋅ I have recently
recovered from a serious reaction to my heart
medicine that put me briefly in the hospital.
While recovering at home, I have had time to
reflect on how precious good health can be.
Merrily Watters Thomas ⋅ My husband,
David, and I will move to a villa in a retirement
community in Davidson, N.C., when the
COVID-19 pandemic diminishes markedly.
There is not enough time to read all the books
I want to read.

John W. Moore ⋅ The COVID-19 pandemic has
prevented us from making our annual summer
trip to our property in Montana. My wife, Marcy,
is riding her horse and I am walking 3–4 miles a
day when the weather permits.

David J. Wege ⋅ My wife, Dottie, and I celebrated
our 61st wedding anniversary this past
December. I keep busy working on my prairie
garden and volunteering to work for local,
state and national political candidates.

Phyllis Rowland Trostrud ⋅ We adopted a dog
just before the COVID-19 restrictions went into
effect. The feral cat that has lived on our deck
for eight years cannot understand why the dog
gets to live in the house. I am scheduled to
become a great-grandmother on Labor Day.

Elisabeth S. Wilton ⋅ My principal accomplishment
of late is making over 50 face masks in various
patterns and colors. FaceTime has enabled
me to keep in touch with my son, grandson
and brother.
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J. Robert Martin, Pat Twohig Martin ʼ60 ⋅ My
wife, Pat, and I are doing all the necessary
things to avoid COVID-19. It has given us the
time to start ridding our home of “stuff,” a task
we all face to some degree.

1960
Gretchen Hildner Bearce ⋅ Can it really be 60
years? All that has happened in the interim
and look at the world facing us today. Ah me!
During this time of isolation, Iʼve been trying
to get down on paper some stories from my
life, using the book How to Write Your Own Life
Story by Lois Daniel as a guide. Her prompts
get all kinds of memories coming to the surface
and have led to wonderful conversations with
friends and family beginning with “do you
remember ...” For many of the class of ʼ60
that first fall of 1956 marks the beginning of
who we are today. We came from the big city,
the small town, the farm, prep schools. Some
were away from home for the first time and
letters to and from Mom and Dad were how we
communicated. No one had a car and though
we were only 18, the professors called us Miss
and Mister. The best thing and perhaps the
most lasting is the friends we made that year.
These were, and some still are, the people who
knew us best. I also continue to do a lot of
reading and quilting.
John J. Beck ⋅ Barbara and I are living at
Pine Crest Village assisted living in Sturgeon Bay,
Wis. We maintain our home which is about
3 miles away and currently one of our daughters
and her husband are living there. With
increasing caregiver activities, my participation
on three boards is now reduced to one.
I continue to find many ways to keep physically
and mentally active. I have fond memories of
Lawrence, the faculty, our classmates, and the
Wisconsin Alpha Chapter of Sigma Phi Epsilon.
We just may have had the most closely knit
pledge class of any fraternity ever. I wish my
classmates well. Iʼm proud to be an alumnus
of the Class of 1960.
Jeffrey Bowen ⋅ Hi everyone. Not much going
on for us in Denver—Shirley and I are both
camped in our house, though Iʼve been riding
my bike with our son and granddaughter on
weekends. Another granddaughter is headed
(hopefully) for college next fall. Iʼve been slowly
learning to teach online, starting last March
on about a weekʼs notice. My classes this fall
quarter are also online, so Iʼm not sure when
Iʼll see DU again. This is my final academic
year so aside from some writing projects, Iʼll

retire next June, just shy of 82. Iʼm working
on a journal case about one of Coloradoʼs ski
areas this summer, which my colleague and I
hope to publish in August. So Iʼm staying busy.
Cheers—
Karl J. Giese ⋅ We (Barbara and I) are waiting
for numbers to come down so we can attend
our grandsonʼs wedding in Iowa on Oct. 24.
Itʼs a 20-hour drive from Silver City, N.M. We
also have a 3-year-old great-granddaughter
in Colorado we havenʼt seen in two years, so
this lockdown has us wondering if our health
will last long enough to travel again. We never
thought weʼd be separated this long without
seeing family.
Kenneth E. Haeberle, Elizabeth McNeil
Haeberle ⋅ We are managing fine with the
pandemic. Still live in Dunwoody, Ga. Have
watched a great deal of Hallmark movies and
are keeping in touch with family and friends
via Zoom. Thank heavens sports are finally
coming back on TV. Betty has been hit with
a double whammy being diagnosed with
Parkinsonʼs Disease and Non-Hodgkins
Lymphoma. Hope everyone is staying healthy.
We will get through this.
Leonard G. Hall, Sally Huffman Hall ʼ61 ⋅
Under the current conditions, I spend most
of my time writing crank letters to the editor
(11 published so far this year, the best being
“If Rush Limbaugh merits the Freedom Medal,
then this letter deserves the Nobel Prize in
Literature”). I also spend a little time trying to
wiggle out of pledges I made to Rick Ramsey for
money to Lawrence (not easy). Regards from
Leonard Hall.
Henry A. Harris, Jr., Mary Schindel Harris ʼ62
Times are weird here in Arizona. Mary [Schindel]
and I are holed up and isolated in our Tucson,
Ariz. townhome. Our lives are not really
fantastic since we canʼt do much or travel. We
are lucky that our son Walter, professor in the
Lunar Planetary Lab at University of Arizona,
is living here so we do have family and a
granddaughter nearby and helping us endure
the pandemic. Our other son is living in Davis,
Calif., and is also a professor of theater arts at
Folsom Lake Jr. College in Folsom, Calif. We are
healthy and hoping to stay that way, wearing
masks, etc. Our 58th anniversary took place this
June 30. When we went to Maryʼs 50th reunion
I got inspired to begin a memoir. Stay well,
Mike Harris.
H. Michael Hartoonian, Patricia M. Thornton
Pʼ05 ⋅ Patty and I are healthy and as happy as
possible while practicing physical distancing

and missing our children and grandchildren.
I had a new book published last month:
Chased by the Memory. Itʼs a coming-ofage story about an uprooted Chicago boy
transplanted to a culturally and religiously
isolated dairy farm and small town in northern
Wisconsin. The story centers on high school in
the 1950s and the distorted role of athletics in
the minds of young men and on their gender
and race unconsciousness. We share a wish that
all of us will be able to give hugs soon.
Anita Hansen Horton ⋅ Living through this
pandemic has been very trying for all of us.
The best thing for me and Jim is that we were
blessed with a great-grandson born March
27. Hope we can see him sometime soon. He
lives in Lawrence, Kan., where his parents (my
granddaughter and her husband) are working
on their Ph.D.s. Jim and I are doing well. Glad
we did all the traveling we did over the years.
I think of the wonderful times I had at Lawrence
and all the life long friends I made. Jim and
I continue to live in Scottsdale, Ariz.
Karen Schwantes Keele ⋅ Itʼs a good time to
settle in and do all those things we meant to
do when we were young. I am usually masked,
very safe and healthy, enjoying good books
in a quiet, green university town, Sewanee,
Tenn., with my sweet cat. Students will be
returning to Sewanee soon, so things may
change quickly, though. Iʼm already admiring
great-grandchildren. (How did that come about
so quickly?) Itʼs always pleasant to see the
Pinkertons here during their annual trip south.
Kathleen Karst Larson ⋅ We are still in McAllen,
Texas. During our 52 years in McAllen, it has
become a “hot spot” for trade, bird and butterfly
migration, immigration problems, South Padre
Island, and now COVID-19. We have and still do
enjoy our time in the Rio Grand Valley.
Louise Putnam Pate ⋅ I am still living in
sunny Tucson, Ariz., in the same house Dick
Gosz and I bought in 1980. Thatʼs 40 years!
Incredible. Iʼve had a crummy year physically:
dog bites from separating a pit bull from my
docile rottweiler, then a spate of sciatica from
gardening like the amateur I am. Dog and
I are on the mend, and weʼre entertaining my
3-year-old great-granddaughter who, with her
mom, is temporally living with me. Iʼve got my
alphabet, numbers and colors down pat from
our repetitive reading, and Iʼve almost mastered
the Shark song! Iʼm happy, sort of healthy and
staying cool; I hope all my classmates and LU
contemporaries are loving life as well.
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William E. Perkins, Margo Perkins Pʼ98 ⋅ Bill
and I are fine and still living in our home (cabin)
on Rosalind Lake in Northern Wisconsin to
which we retired to almost 21 years ago. We still
enjoy the lake life, uncrowded environment,
and all the wildlife that wanders through the
yard (except the bears that take down the bird
feeders). It has been a good place to weather
the pandemic. I am the Lakes Loon Ranger,
and Bill continues to enjoy puttering in his
workshop, especially doing wood turning. He
also keeps his camera handy. Our family is
doing well, and we have kept in contact via
Zoom. We do miss visiting them in person. Bill
is hoping we do not experience a second virus
wave this fall/winter.
Hannah Gale Pinkerton, Tad B. Pinkerton ⋅
We married the year after we graduated from
Lawrence … a long time ago. In 1968 we
moved to Madison, Wis., and are still here.
When our boys were 4 and 6 we adopted a
special needs little girl. Tad was on the faculty
at the UW–Madison as Computer Sciences
and Information Technology director until his
retirement in 2000. Hannah was a school
social worker until 1998.
Now, Tad turns trees into bowls; Hannah
paints and gardens. Our boys, their wives
and our two grandsons live in California,
unreachable in COVID-19 times. Tess lives
in an apartment not far from us. We both
wear masks.
Richard K. Ramsey, Susan Baker Ramsey ʼ61 ⋅
My wife, Sue Baker Ramsey, and I are now living
in a retirement community in Grinnell, Iowa. It
has been two years, and we are still adapting
to the new environment. I still go to my office
every day, try to golf a couple times a week, and
walk every day. It is always nice to keep in touch
with my Lawrence friends.
Gail Meier Reiman ⋅ In January of 2019 I moved
into Highland Springs retirement community
in north Dallas. There are many activities
here and something of interest for everyone.
I manage to stay busy, even during this time of
the pandemic. I have two married sons and five
grandchildren. One son lives in Minnesota and
the other one lives in Texas, not too far from
me. I still enjoy traveling, but have not done
much lately. My health is good, and I try to stay
active, but am slowing down now.
I have taken up knitting again after being
away from it for several years. I have also
learned to play Mahjong, which I enjoy a lot.
I hope everyone is well. Gail Meier Reiman
(gail.reiman@gmail.com).
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Joan Paddock Steck ⋅ After my annual winter
escape in Marco Island, Fla., I went from the
shore of the Gulf of Mexico to shelter in place
on the eastern shore of Lake Michigan, at
home in South Haven, Mich. Life is quiet, but
never boring. My former Lawrence roommate
Sharon Heald joined me for almost two months
of socially isolating before she had to return
to Chicago. Iʼve gotten proficient at Zoom.
But kids and grandkids are now making visits
after working out ways of social distancing.
My corner of Michigan is light on virus cases,
but everyone wears masks at the grocery and
hardware stores. Stay safe, be well!
Arthur E. von Plachecki, Margot von Plachecki
Pʼ84 ⋅ Greetings from Connecticut. My wife
Margot and I celebrated our 59th wedding
anniversary in June. Had a Zoom gathering
with Chuck and Pat Wurster along with Bill
and Margo Perkins. Happy 60th anniversary
to those who made it in 1960. It took me until
1964 to graduate. I looked at my diploma the
other day and found all the ink had faded.
Fortunately the memories of my time at LU
have not.

1962
Gordon A. Becker ⋅ Alive, well and volunteering
in Petoskey, Mich.
Nancy M. Bodenstein ⋅ Iʼm finally giving up my
dome house in New Hampshire and moving
back to my hometown in Wisconsin. At the
same time, I am having an addition built on the
Wisconsin house so that I can bring the washer
and dryer up from the basement, and adding
a bathroom on the second floor. I hope that
everyone is staying healthy with extra vitamin
D3, vitamin C and zinc.
David A. Bray, Leeza Bray Pʼ21 ʼ90 ⋅ I actually
spend a lot of time looking at the class notes
and am amazed at what so many of you
have done. My family is proud to have a fifth
generation senior this year. Logan Bray is
president of Sig EP and an economics major.
I am semi-retired but, my lovely wife, Leeza,
still runs her PR firm. Send new recruits from
California to me. I would love to help interview.
Elizabeth Morgan Heath ⋅ Greetings from
beautiful Washington State. After LU I lived in
Boston, Seattle, and Oregon. Iʼve been back in
Tacoma, Wash. (south of Seattle), for 40 years
now! Hard to believe. With the exception of
one year, I have worked in the nonprofit sector
and loved (almost) every minute. Itʼs what I am

meant to do. I am still working (no retirement
accounts in the NP sector back then) but am
doing so happily. My firm is Sound Nonprofits,
and Iʼm consulting on governance and
planning. I also occasionally serve as an interim
director or search consultant. My daughter and
her family (husband and one amazing child)
also live here. Would love to connect with any
alums in the area.
Kathryn Fagan Jeffery, Thomas K. Jeffery ʼ64
Tom and I have enjoyed our first year of both
being retired and continue to stay active and
in good health. We decided to make no major
decisions as to “next steps” for at least a year,
and with the pandemic it looks like it will be
another year of investigating and discussion.
Meanwhile, we continue to enjoy living in
Naperville, Ill., and encourage you to contact us
if you are in or visiting the Chicago area.
Donald W. Nelson ⋅ Carol and I continue to
enjoy living in Annapolis, Md. After 46 years of
government service (20 years Air Force and 26
years as a federal employee), with work in both
the Reagan and Bush (41) Administrations,
and most recently as the Asst. Director of
Admissions at the U.S. Naval Academy, our
time includes significant volunteer activities
with local community programs, elementary
and middle school programs as well as the
Naval Academy Music Program. We value the
quality time we have with family around the U.S.
and lots of travel. Carolʼs 36 years in the aviation
industry enabled us to travel to all seven
continents. Good health, family, exercise and a
global network of friends keep us going.
Richard H. Price, Mary Beecher Price ⋅ We
(1962) remain in Ann Arbor, Mich., and are
discovering the quiet joys that come, almost
hidden, in the need to shelter in place. Our
children and their families have visited briefly
to see if weʼre OK. Maryʼs garden is blooming
gloriously. Rick is discovering new ways to
volunteer online in the community. We hope all
our Lawrence friends are safe and finding joy,
even in uncertain times.
John P. Vernon, Karen Anderson Vernon ʼ63
After “L,” I studied Labor & Ind. Rels. at the
University of Illinois on a fellowship. Then
went off to start practicing it at Campbell Soup
in H.R./L.R., ending as Assistant H.R./L.R.
Manager and loved it. Married Karen Anderson
(and happily am still under her enchanting
influence 58 years later). Off to Loyola University
of Chicago for my J.D. in 1975. Great education
and lifelong friends. Elected to Elmhurst City
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Council. Now living with Susie IV and Sunny IV
(our 4th consecutive pair of long-lived Siamese
cat sisters). Karen & I both lost our parents
too early, but love the companionship of our
kid-brothers (Ken for John, Allen for Karen) and
their fun-families! Thanks to LAWRENCE. j & k
Alexander Wilde ⋅ Anne and I are hunkered
down in Arlington, Va., which has been our
home since 1981. Our confinement since March
has been mitigated by long daily walks through
its shady streets and surroundings. We have
been surprised and delighted that the Lost
Cause is finally being dismantled all around us.
It gives us hope of a truer understanding of the
past and how it has shaped the present. Virtual
contact with family here and in France and
friends from our many years in Latin America
helps some. We follow Lawrenceʼs tribulations
and admire the brave efforts led by President
Burstein to adapt to the pandemic. Our months
living on campus in 2011 and 2014 are very
much alive in our memories.

1964
Virginia Allen ⋅ What are your preferred games
of solitaire? Mine are Canfield and Once in a
Blue Moon. Over the past pandemic months I
must have logged at least 5,000–6,000 games.
Also keeping me going are New York Times
Crosswords and Acrostics as well as other
more or less minor vices. I donʼt recall whether
I mentioned that a new book of short fiction
of mine is out, entitled My Last Week on Earth
and Other Stories. It is available on Amazon
and does not reflect, so far as I know, the literal
truth. All best to other Lawrentians past and
present who are living through this peculiar
period in history.
Peter W. Barile ⋅ Never retired. Bought a
second furniture company in October 2018,
14 miles from current one. Landlord of the
building wanted the building back. I had to find
property and build a new factory in our town.
Did it at same time while building a new house
(actually five buildings) on a newly purchased
32-acre farm. Exciting year. Moved the new
company 14 months after purchase and totally
redesigned the whole process. During this
time also moved into new house. Cows on
farm belong to farmers who lease fields. Had
five calves this summer. Fun to watch. Virus is
starting to hurt business since our customers
are hotels, clubs, senior living and colleges.
Tough times are coming.

John B. Bartholomew, Jr. ⋅ I put my stay-athome time to good use to finish my latest book
in The Cabana Chronicles series of books on
apologetics and comparative religion. The Vail
Valley was particularly hard hit by COVID-19
with so many international people coming to
ski, but we took the pandemic seriously early
enough to stem the tide. This too shall pass.
Gary L. Bayer, Nelly Bayer Pʼ91 ⋅ I graduated,
joined the Peace Corps in Peru and designed
and managed potable water projects and also
met my future wife Nelly, a Peruvian Social
Worker. I then joined USAID and went to
Vietnam to manage community development
projects. From there my wife, son and I were
assigned to Laos where we had the pleasure
of working with Prince Souvanna Puma over a
period of six years. We spent the next 30 years
living and working in 11 countries on three
continents. We now live in the Andes Mountains
at an altitude of 12,000 feet and presently
support a guinea pig production and marketing
project. Our son Tom is presently the Executive
Officer in Manila with USAID. I hoped to travel
the world and did.
Peter R. Betzer ⋅ For the past five months our
family is doing all we can to avoid the COVID-19
crisis ravaging Florida. Indeed, our state is a
poster child for “HOW NOT TO RESPOND!”
Susan and I are enjoying more classical music
and reading and have also immersed ourselves
in several television series. For exercise we
walk in the early morning when most everyone
is inside and always carry our masks in case
someone ventures too close. For the first time
in 47 years I am unable to work out with other
ancient master swimmers—aerosol transfer
of the virus is simply too chancy for this
OLD DUFFER!
We order groceries on the internet and
then drive to a store where the bags are placed
in our trunk. I offer a toast to all.
Gene Redding Clark ⋅ My life has changed
this past spring with the loss of my younger
brother. He had been ill for a while. It was
NOT COVID-19. The second & probably bigger
change is the addition of a poodle pup. Lots of
work & lots of fun & love.
Ross G. Davis, Kathleen Dinham Davis ⋅ Ross
and I have been thankful that weʼre healthy, at
home, close to a son and his family. COVID-19
has kept us inside and we both deeply miss
hugging children and grandchildren. Ross has a
moderate case of dementia, so our pace is slow
and steady. We read, watch television and enjoy

music. I still play the piano a great deal and
sometimes go to our Congregational church
to play the organ in an empty sanctuary. Lots
of long walks and glasses of wine on the back
patio 6 feet from whoever is visiting keep us in
touch with a few friends. Keep sending those
Christmas cards with news and pictures. Weʼre
grateful for our Lawrence education helping to
sustain us through this terrible pandemic.
Barbara Isely Dedo ⋅ Last year, I finally dropped
out of the race to become the oldest living
programmer in our IT department and retired.
Those first lazy retirement months were good
practice for dealing with a pandemic. Much of
what I did in the outside world, I now do with
my new best friend, Zoom—gym workouts,
book club meetings and even singing virtually
with my church choir.
I also play another role, that of caretaker
for my husband, Dick, who is suffering from
Alzheimerʼs. It is an evil disease that steals the
mind of a brilliant surgeon and does not let him
enjoy a well-earned retirement. We are content
to lead a quiet life which fits right into the
current shelter-in-place rules in California.
Linda Raasch Feldt, Bruce M. Feldt ʼ65 ⋅ Not
many changes in our lives here in Marshfield,
Wis. Bruce and I are still retired and enjoying
that part of our lives—celebrating our 55th
anniversary this July. We remain active in
the local symphony orchestra—Bruce on
string bass, and I playing violin. Our season
was cut short when the local UW campus
closed in March. We hope there will be more
concerts next year. Our trips to the cottage in
Watersmeet, Mich., this summer have been
few. Once we are there, the peace and quiet are
welcome, and kayaking in a large lake provides
great social distancing. Our family is safe and
healthy—they have taught us well how to enjoy
the Zoom family gatherings.
Wren Ellsworth Gurney, Donald L. Gurney ʼ65
In November 2018 Don and I moved into a
retirement community in northern Virginia
where we are surviving the pandemic with meals
delivered to our door!!! I curate the ʻcampusʼ Art
Center webpage and Don continues as chair of
the high school/community voter registration
work of the Arlington LWV and lobbies for the
League on the ʻHillʼ monthly [now by phone].
Weʼre also helping residents to vote by mail
this fall. Wednesdays I help organize weekly
postcard writing to Congress/Senate and the
Administration to reunite separated families
and urge granting them asylum. Keep masking,
distancing, and well. Ciao, Wren.
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Walter J. Isaac, Barbara Ives Isaac ⋅ Hello
classmates—Yep, still in Lakewood, Colo. We
imagine our spring-summer has gone along
much like most classmates. Weʼve canceled
trips; lost some recreational & social groups;
left choir and various volunteer activities
behind. Happily, we are healthy and enjoying
mostly outdoor things—gardening and hiking
for Barbara; golf and some hiking for Walt.
Before COVID-19 struck we had a March trip
to Arizona and have fond memories of a trip
last fall (2019) to eastern France. We do Zoom
meetings for some activities and church. We
look forward to the day when we can travel
again to see kids and grandkids in North
Carolina. One day we hope to be back on
campus—stay healthy ʼ64 classmates until
we can gather again!

projects. Mountain hiking brings me special
joy. I hike on the AT each spring and have
great memories of hiking in Switzerland,
Spain, Norway, Bhutan, New Zealand,
Ecuador, Belize, Banff NP, Peru and Patagonia.
P.S. … Go Packers!

Thomas K. Jeffery, Kathryn Fagan Jeffery ʼ62
Kathryn and I have completed our first year of
retirement. At least one of us (and for more
than 30 of the years both) has worked ever since
graduating and getting married in 1964. Prior
to March, we had traveled some, including
spending 6+ weeks in Seattle with our two
daughters and families. We had anticipated
additional travel this year, but like the rest of the
world, have refocused our energies on staying
healthy, practicing appropriate distancing while
not surrendering the social part, catching up
on home projects and general “decluttering.”
We also have learned how to Zoom, and that
has helped us to stay in contact with family and
friends. Zoom-tails rock!

Harry N. MacLean ⋅ Showtime will be doing a
five-part series on my book Once Upon A Time,
A True Story of Memory, Murder and the Law.
The series is entitled Memory Wars. I will be a
principal narrator of the series. Filming starts
this fall, and the series will run sometime in
2021. Other than that, Iʼve finished a new novel
and am still arbitrating labor disputes, although
Iʼve cut my case load by more than half.

Jon C. Keckonen, Ann Leverenz Keckonen ⋅
We love to travel. Since 1964, we have been
to Europe 28 times, and Jon has made solo
trips to China, India, Africa, Nepal, Antarctica
and Iceland. Late last summer our schedule
was interrupted when Jon was riding his Vespa
motor scooter in a roundabout when a guy in
a pickup truck failed to yield the right of way
and totaled the scooter. We were fortunate that
Jon lived, probably because he was wearing a
helmet. He suffered a broken ankle and is still in
recovery after almost 12 months. We continue to
enjoy our hobbies—Jon is an avid photographer
and Ann has traced our genealogy back to the
early 1800s for both of our families.
Bonnie R. Laird ⋅ Retirement began in January
1999 after teaching junior high math/German
for 35 years. I live in a quiet Bloomington,
Minn., neighborhood and enjoy daily walks on
winding roads with almost no traffic. Summer
days Iʼm in my gardens trying to grow plants
despite rabbits and deer. I volunteer at MSP and
have stayed connected with Lawrence on small
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Gwendolyn Law Lane, Robert P. Lane ⋅ Bob and
I have settled in the San Francisco Bay area in
the town of Brentwood. We are in an “over 55”
community known as Trilogy in the Vineyards.
It is very lovely and filled with many interesting
and caring individuals. Our youngest son,
Doug, and his wife and three teenagers live
just an hour away. Their proximity as well as
the proximity of Stanford Hospital brought us
here. Bob has been diagnosed with Parkinsonʼs
Disease for 16 years.

J. Norman Paulk ⋅ Times are different now.
I again am wearing a mask but not to relive my
dreams of western days. The COVID-19 virus
has changed my world.
Vicki and I had invented the CPAP Comfort
Cover, a blue fabric cover for CPAP masks
making them more comfortable. This helps
people with sleep apnea stay on therapy. A letter
from a Florida sleep doctor says we are saving
lives. With the virus raging, we donated some
of our fabric to make face masks needed to help
people stay protected. We then put in an order
to buy some of the masks ourselves. Some went
to our local food bank to help their volunteers.
The rest we kept.
Judy Bezanson Ruth ⋅ News from Judy Bezanson
Ruth … John and I moved permanently to Mesa,
Ariz., to our home of 10 years in a senior living
community called Leisure World. Itʼs like a small
town with 2,600 homes or condos, about 4,000
residents, and itʼs like going to camp for old
people! Two of our children and families live in
Phoenix. Weʼve been living in this area for about
20 years.
For the summer months we are renting the
lake property in northwest Wisconsin which my
parents used to own. Our two other daughters
and husbands visit us here.
We stay in contact with Barbara and Walt
Isaac and Ann and Jon Keckonen with whom

we reconnected at Terry Moranʼs seminar at
Björklunden. Thatʼs where I get my Lawrence
ʻfixʼ each summer!
Russell Rutter, Margaret Lessels Rutter ʼ66
Margaret and I shelter in place, walk a lot,
work in the yard, get occasional takeout, go
to the grocery store and the pharmacy and,
for a treat, visit the dentist. We have helped
our grandchildren—they have experienced job
losses or cancellation of job interviews—and
increased contributions to causes we believe in
most strongly.
Margaret resumed limited volunteer work
at Crossroads Global Handcraft, and recently
one of my piano gigs came back—the rest
are gone with the wind. We reconnect with
friends and relatives with whom we had almost
lost touch. We are well and remain “together
wherever we go,” as one of my most frequent
request pieces has it.
Susan M. Swinehart ⋅ Hi Class of ʼ64!
I am back in the USA after living overseas
for 11 years. What a shock!! I thought I was
prepared—NADA! It took me this year to
figure out on what planet I landed. I am all out
of step with this class. My youngest started
college last fall; that was the determining factor
in returning. I am still working as an LCSW
providing psychotherapy to soldiers. I plan to
work longer; I love my job & donʼt like the idea
of retirement at all. I am in Washington where
my daughter and my brother/family live. Itʼs
so beautiful here as it is today (when itʼs not
raining)! I still love to sing and read; one is on
hold due to the virus and the other OK. I plan to
attend the next reunion I hope

🙃
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Margaret Lessels Rutter, Russell Rutter
See the entry for the Rutters in the Class of 1964.
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Ann J. Biersteker ⋅ I am living in Shorewood,
Wis., close to my daughter and grandchildren.
Our endangered language project is on hold
at the moment although we all continue
with some work on the project. Last year we
published grammars and dictionaries of three
East African languages. We hope to continue
work on the project in East Africa. In October
I will give a virtual talk on the history of writing
in East Africa in Michigan Stateʼs Eye on Africa
series. It will be available at: https://africa.isp.
msu.edu/programs/eye-africa/
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Sharon Bond Brown ⋅ Our art gallery has been
closed since March because of COVID-19.
Because I have become disabled by a wonky
back, my main activity and delight is painting.
So being at home is no change for me. At 74
I am being “discovered” and am selling more
work than ever. In the next days my new
website will be up … www.sharonbondbrown.
com. Iʼm delighted to have reconnected with
Rich Crandall over the past few years, our
class treasure.
Richard L. Crandall ⋅ Emi and I are stilling
hovering in Honolulu during this pandemic.
Summers are usually reserved for travel,
but not this year. While excavating personal
archives and collections, I found and reread
my lecture notes for John Bucklewʼs “History of
Psychology.” Itʼs an open question how much
my academic skills have matured since then,
but Iʼm pleased to still enjoy teaching what once
was my college major—regardless how teaching
now seems to nearly equate with screen-time.
Music performingʼs now on hold for me—
perhaps a period of “creative incubation”?
Sending warm regards to Lawrence friends and
LU ʼ68 classmates.
Shaun E. Donnelly ⋅ In April I retired from
my half-time VP job at the U.S. Council for
International Business in D.C., shifting to
a very loose “Senior Advisor” consulting
arrangement, still focused on international
trade and investment policy. My partner Kathryn
and I have been ensconced since March in our
weekend place in Thurmont, Md. (home of
Camp David), an hour north of D.C. Still active
in American Academy of Diplomacy and other
foreign affairs organizations around D.C. and
in “Never Trump” politics. Was scheduled for a
couple week run as “Scarff Visiting Professor”
in government and economics departments at
LU this spring but the virus pushed that off until
spring of ʼ21, inshallah.
Kristine Strom Erickson ⋅ I am still working—
from home which is great—as a partner in a
private equity firm which owns and engages in
research in stem cells and applications for a
variety of industrial polymer products. I am also
involved in an entity researching life extension
for fruits, vegetables and flowers. Meanwhile,
I keep trying to keep my golf drives in the
fairway (husband Ron: “hit away from trouble,
honey”). I am blessed to have our son and
family (two granddaughters) living here in
Minneapolis, so lots of hugs which are so
appreciated in this world of “distancing.”
I remain grateful my Lawrence education—it
has held me steady during these last 50+ years.

Susan Keene Garrison ⋅ I enjoyed our 50th
reunion and connecting with classmates.
I retired from teaching in June 2019 after 48
years teaching both middle and high school
math. My husband (also a math teacher) retired
at the same time, and we celebrated with a
wonderful two-week river cruise in Europe with
extended sightseeing on both ends. We spent
the winter at our second home in St. Croix in
the US Virgin Islands and stayed until June
(due to the pandemic) with our daughter Zoom
teaching from there. We are now in our house
in New Jersey, hoping to downsize in 2021 and
in the meantime cleaning out 40+ years of stuff.
Weʼre planning to volunteer tutor and do more
traveling when life gets back to normal.
Laurie Vaile Hauptli, Bruce W. Hauptli ʼ70
Four years into our Maine retirement we
decided our roof needed new shingles plus
some attention to whatever lies underneath,
and then the roofers let our attic catch fire.
That was 5/1/2019. We just got back in our
house mid-June after spending the year in a
trailer with two labs in our driveway. At least we
now have heat pumps with AC for the brutal
Maine summer.
Bonnie Bryant Hiller ⋅ All is well in these
quarantimes. I had a bout with COVID-19 in
March. It was unpleasant, but minor compared
to others so I feel lucky. Iʼm up to three perfect
grandchildren, Kiva, 8, Ruby, 7, and Kirby, 2.
The family is living near Annapolis, Md., where
my son Andy is finishing a post-teaching law at
the Academy and is about to return to defense
work in Washington for the Marines. Heʼll be a
Major by the time you read this. Professionally,
while I consider that I am self-unemployed,
I am hoping that an animation deal for my
series, The Saddle Club, gets officially into gear.
We are close.
Dorothy Rowe Kinnun ⋅ Paul and I enjoyed
a fantastic South Pacific cruise in February,
making it home just in time before cruising
came to a halt and air travel got scary. We
cocooned in our rural community in Arkansas
the rest of the spring, then drove north with our
dog and cat to cocoon again at our summer
home in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan.
Staying home is not too bad when we have
sunsets and moonlight on the lake, deer in the
front yard, plenty of books to read, and every
now and then a phone visit with Lawrence
roomie Anne (DeLong) Smith.
			
—Dotty (Rowe) Kinnun
Robert R. Morrison ⋅ In the past year I have
learned the following: 1) If EMTs perform CPR
on you for over 40 minutes it takes almost

exactly six months for your ribs to heal. 2) If
a tornado sends two 100-foot pines through
your house it takes four months to completely
rebuild your house from the ground up. 3) If you
live long enough, medical science introduces
a new medication which puts all symptoms of
your 22-year bout with a debilitating genetic
metabolic disorder in complete remission,
making it now possible for you to attend the
next 50-year class reunion. How was your year?
Mary R. Ottoson ⋅ Iʼm writing from St. Louis
where Iʼm waiting out both COVID-19 and our
steamy summer. This past March I joined other
Lawrence alums, including Sue (Fletcher) Willis
ʼ68 and John Sanders ʼ68 for a trip to Ghana.
It was a remarkable collage of experiences,
expertly lead by faculty and recent alum.
Iʼm hoping for future Lawrence alum travel
opportunities and the chance to share the
experiences with more of you then.
Baron Perlman ⋅ Sandy and I are fine. Per
Thornton Wilderʼs Our Town we appreciate
more than ever the simple things in life now
denied: time with friends, travel and the like.
Lots of reading and I continue to write for
Maine Antique Digest. Kind of strange that
the bookends of our life seem to be Vietnam
and the pandemic. We are still in our home
and trying to age gracefully but it takes
perseverance, courage, and being open to
change, lots of changes I am finding. To every
time there is a season and this seems the
season for taking stock, self-reflection, and
good wine late afternoons. I hope everyone is
safe and doing well.
Caroline Smith Pritchett ⋅ My husband, Ed,
and I are safe-in-place in Durham, N.C.
I am grateful that our class had the carefree
pleasure of our 50th reunion.
More so, I am grateful to be at this age and
stage. Thereʼs no fear of losing employment or
healthcare, and Iʼve had the pleasure of world
travel. Contrasted to this moment, is 1966–67
when I studied in Athens where the big question
was about the assassination of JFK. Greek
students asked how could that happen in the
USA? What questions would be asked today?
I loved that casual student interaction,
person-to-person getting-to-know while
noting cultural uniqueness.
Elizabeth Boardway Ribeiro ⋅ I am sending
heartfelt wishes to my classmates from
Lexington, Mass. ... I would enjoy hearing
from old friends at eribeiro4@icloud.com
(or 617-838-812 )—especially because the
connections I maintain with roommates and
“lost but found” LU friends has been refreshing.
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I am currently struggling with a decision—
whether to live in Lexington, Mass., or move
to Portland, Ore., to be near my sons and two
granddaughters ... Pandemic lessons abound
for all of us … P.S. ... I want to give a shout
out to Mary Ann Brussat ’68 whose book on
spiritual literacy has been a favorite of mine for
years—and I did not know that Mary Ann was
THE author until I reread the reunion Reprise
last week. Bravo!
Alexa Abercrombie Ross ⋅ Awaiting Census
training. Finally got to direct a show, Burlesque
Humor Revisited, and played a man in two skits
(Niagara and Hollywood) last minute when a
fellow dropped out, had to woo my own sister!
Next project was to be A History of the American
Film by Christopher Durang but COVID-19
postponed everything but my cats. Public
Access video production ended when local cable
failed, and our writers group is in jeopardy with
libraries closed. Life revolves around PBS, NPR,
Harpers and the New Yorker. Got a new knee,
one to go! Happy having solar panels and an
electric car (hope you do too!). Still organizing
my clutter and dreaming of travel. Looking
forward to a greener world in November.
Anne DeLong Smith ⋅ I have been living in
northwest Montana near Glacier National
Park since the death of my husband, Tom
Smith, nearly 14 years ago. The summers are
beautiful except for forest fires, and the winters
are similar to those of central Wisconsin. The
Flathead Valley is the entry to the western side
of Glacier, so lots of tourists in the summer and
skiers in the winter. It is quite a change, living
in a Grizzly, Black bear, Mountain Lion and Gray
Wolf ecosystem. Fortunately many family and
friends visit me. I still stay in touch with my
freshman roommate, Dotty Rowe Kinnun, and a
few other friends from Ormsby Hall. I hope this
finds all of you well and safe from the virus.
Jacob G. Stockinger, Jr. ⋅ A Stephen Sondheim
song sums it up best: “Iʼm still here.” You will
feel the same way if you check out 86-year-old
Elaine Stritch singing it on YouTube at the 80th
birthday party for the composer. True, I miss
playing bridge and grocery shopping. But I like
morning naps plus afternoon naps. I miss going
to live concerts. But after 60 years, missing a
season or two isnʼt such a great hardship. I still
blog and read, watch TV and play piano. I also
do some new things. I stream more. I talk to the
radio and TV, especially to commercials. I talk to
family, friends, classmates. I talk to myself. And,
since I prefer voices to emails, Iʼll talk to you
too. Just call 608-233-1163. I actually enjoy the
slower pace. But what about you? How are all of
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you who didnʼt send in a class note doing? Are
YOU still here?
Frederick H. Walsh ⋅ Thereʼs never a good time
to sit out life in a plague. Best find something
to do. For the past 20 years Iʼve been writing.
Letters mostly, but also semi-autobio books.
Family bios, London (LDN) pub, LDN travelogs.
That didnʼt stop when we were required to selfisolate in London. Other than pubs, restaurants
& theatres being closed, life changed little for
us. Read, write, & nap. When the UK shut down,
a 10-week winter break became 16 weeks. Six
in isolation. The lack of traffic and clean air a
happy change but thereʼs a difference selfisolating at home & away. Thereʼs no place
like home when LDN is closed. Now? Isolate,
anticipate ʻa long cold lonely winter,ʼ write
ʻLondon in the Plague.ʼ

1972
Frederick Lee Ash ⋅ Iʼve been retired from
Northwestern Universityʼs Evanston, Ill.,
campus since 2015. I was a prospect researcher
there for 39 years. Illinois had a stay at home
order from late March through late May,
although things are opening up a little now.
Iʼm still being careful; Iʼm 70 and have had
pneumonia twice. I know one person who has
tested positive for COVID-19; I donʼt know
anyone who has died. My income has not been
affected by the virus. I consider myself very
lucky. I wish good health to all.
Alan L. Berger ⋅ Happily working from home
… running, walking and golfing to keep myself
sane. All my clients are in the news business
… so I feel like I am in the middle of these
unbelievable events. Still having fun, although
I miss my monthly trips to New York and D.C.
I teach a course to graduate students at USC
which is on Zoom this year. Thatʼs strange.
Looking forward to normal … whatever that
will be!
Timothy D. Brown ⋅ Big changes in the last
few months. After the last of my children finally
moved out last fall my wife and I separated
after 26 years of marriage, amicably. After
much reflection, I decided to move into a
retirement community. True, I am among the
youngest residents in the community, but a
big change was going to happen anyway, and
I decided to get a head start on becoming part
of a community that I expect to call home for
the duration. I always had this notion that
retirement communities are something like
college. Youʼre living in close proximity to a

lot of peers, but thereʼs no homework and the
housing is better! If only the pandemic hadnʼt
made it so hard to meet people.
Debbie Johnston Buesing ⋅ With trips to
Montreal and Scotland postponed, I spent
a quiet week in northern Wisconsin in July.
Though I canʼt travel to Connecticut to see my
daughterʼs family, I video chat with my 2-yearold granddaughter, and I am able to see my son
who lives in Chicago. The course in lay ministry
I teach at my church has migrated to Zoom, as
has the community choir for which I serve as
board president (in a year we canʼt perform!).
I go on walks by Lake Michigan, read, cook, and
enjoy my garden. Life is good.
Lynn D. Davis ⋅ Retired in Tucson, Ariz., after
10 fun years as owner of Kiwi Knitting. New
“career” as a volunteer with the Community
Food Bank of Southern Arizona, Youth On Their
Own, and the West. Earlier this year, traveled
to Ghana with LU alumni group returning
just before COVID-19 lock-downs. Highly
recommend this trip if offered in the future!
Loved the mix of ages ranging from the class of
ʼ65 to ʼ19, the mixture of fun and learning, and
our amazing leader, Prof. Dena Skran.
Mark A. Facknitz ⋅ I am still retired and still
alive. My employer let me keep a glossy title
and granted me free on-campus parking for the
rest of my life, so I live still in Harrisonburg,
Va. Distressingly, I had a trek across Scotland
scotched and a trip to Canada canned by
coronavirus. If any have an interest in the
ecology of alvars, I would like to hear from you.
Or if you have recently reread Aldo Leopold or
Saul Alinsky. I would be fine with other reasons
to contact me, of course. I wish godspeed to all
the aging members of Ed Wallʼs class of heads,
hippies and prep school second benchers.
Kevin W. Fenner ⋅ I am four years into
retirement from a sales career in the food
industry. We moved to Sun City in Illinois and
have been immersed in the theater group before
the pandemic. Iʼve had nice roles in a number of
musicals, including the Blind Hermit in Young
Frankenstein and Buffalo Bill in Annie Get Your
Gun. But I got the opportunity to be the director
for a summer comedy (The Odd Couple-Female
Version) last year for the first time. Now that
weʼre into the UN-year, theater has stopped
along with travel, so I do a lot of reading, fixing
up our home and sharing videos online with our
kids and grandkids. This is not the way I had
planned to spend my 70th year, but Iʼm making
the best of it.
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Elizabeth Isely Ferrari ⋅ Neil and I are
impacted less than many during this pandemic
because we are both retired. But many of our
favorite activities are off the table, i.e. travel,
concerts and plays. We do see our children
and grandchildren because we are in the same
bubble or pod, and many of my hobbies can be
enjoyed at home. Iʼm an avid gardener, quilter,
reader and becoming a champion 1000-piece
puzzle assembler. Most importantly, we and
our family remain healthy. The current unrest
in Chicago and other cities is bringing back
memories from our youth when Vietnam
protests and civil rights voices were active.
There is still a great deal of work to do.
Jacob P. Gostisha ⋅ Like everybody else weʼve
been staying close to home and finishing those
things that have gotten postponed. Thatʼs the
bad part about retirement—itʼs too easy to say,
“Iʼll do that next week”. I have been active with
a group building wooden boats. We worked on
a traditional Irish fishing boat last year and over
the winter we built a 22-foot rowing dory. Just
within the last few weeks we have gotten her out
and started rowing weekly. We also work with
kids teaching traditional woodworking skills
using hand tools. Really looking forward to the
reunion in 2022.
Verita Froula Kimery ⋅ I am blessed to live
just five minutes from my grandchildren and
continue to share business responsibilities
with my son, Jake. Our “Hospitality” sector
businesses were hit hard by COVID-19 and
after 3 ½ months we are finally open at all three
locations. Legalization of gaming in Illinois has
totally changed the bar & restaurant business
and continues to evolve. In the past year I have
been lucky to have reconnected with LU friendsTheta sisters Ellie Stein & Karen Rigotti and
Botany lab partner, John Stroemer. John and
I were fortunate enough (pre-COVID-19) to
travel to NYC (Wicked!!), Kentucky, Colorado,
and LA for the Rose Bowl, and we enjoy
sharing our interests in horse racing &
breeding, sports & travel.
Cheryl Wilson Kopecky ⋅ Many of us tell
similar stories about living during a pandemic;
treasuring small things as well as deeply
missing certain experiences. My husband,
Rob, and I have done more walking, reading,
movie-watching and eating at home than ever
before. Iʼve brushed up on my piano skills
and started a Qigong class. Rob has delved
deeper into photography and videography. We
wish good health to all our classmates. One
highpoint of the last several months has been
joining Christine Luedeman Fenner and Jeff Fox

as tri-chairs for our 50th Reunion Committee
of 25 enthusiastic and creative classmates.
Our 50th reunion is in June 2022 so we have
plenty of time to plan a reunion you will not
want to miss!
Bradley A. MacDonald, Barbara Struck
MacDonald ⋅ Hereʼs to the countless joys of
grandparenting with Barbara our “magnificent
seven;” to the return of days when we can
enjoy Greater Bostonʼs bounty of restaurants,
museums, theater, music and sports; to
Zooming with the grands; to our Vineyard
times, fishing the shoals for bass and blues;
to 2-year-old daughter of Cora Finley ʼ06 &
ocean waves; a streamlined law practice, busy
as I wish to be; to lay leadership of All Saints
Parish, Brookline, our music, arts and social
justice programs, now managing regathering
protocols, support for food insecurity, and
social justice/racial privilege awareness
programs; refereeing adult & youth soccer; LU
events & friends—on to the 50th, in person!
James A. Richardson ⋅ Because of the
COVID-19 situation, Eileen and I have stayed
close to home. We keep busy with projects that
still manage to appear no matter what happens
elsewhere. We had planned a family gathering
to celebrate our 50th wedding anniversary in
August, but decided to try for a 51st celebration
instead. Hopefully, things will be at least seminormal by that time. Until then, weʼll do some
kayaking and whatever else in an attempt to
remain vertical and vital. Last fall I was at LU to
gather with fellow Vikes from the ʼ69 football
team. Lots of fun and we have since had virtual
meetings with the new Viking coach. Good luck
and good health to all.
Clarence Rixter, Jr. ⋅ I am still working in
retail managing IT construction projects
though looking forward to retiring late next
year. Planning a move to New Mexico though
Chicago will always be home. Family remains
healthy during these perilous times. Navy
daughter just completed her last deployment
after 222 days at sea. She and her husband will
be moving back to upstate New York later this
year. My son is a chip off the old block though
I donʼt think there are grand babies coming my
way soon. Looking forward to our 50th and as
always … Go Vikes!
Stewart L. Ross, Ph.D. ⋅ I retired from
Minnesota State University seven years ago
and we moved to Ft. Myers, Fla., five years
ago. I continue to play principal trombone in
the Florida Gulf Coast Symphony and a local
Klezmer Band although I have not played a

note since mid-March when COVID-19 hit.
I also continue to consult on course design
with faculty at colleges both nationally and
internationally. This summer I am working
online with 70 faculty at Holy Spirit University
in Beirut, Lebanon, helping them design high
quality courses for their students.
I play tennis two hours each morning and
ride my bike for one hour in the late afternoon.
I love Florida.
Michael R. Rossmeier ⋅ For the past two years
I have traveled to 12 countries in southeast Asia
to break up winter. This year I was grounded
by COVID-19, so I have been working with the
SBA on the Stimulus monies authorized by
Congress. For the PPP we are funding $660
billion in four months which is 14 times the
total our preferred banks have ever funded
in a year. For the EIDL we have 10 million
applications to process (receiving 100,000 per
day). With this volume fraud detection is a top
priority, but not foolproof, and from banking we
know that giving more money to a business that
was marginal to start with is just kicking the can
down the road. Letʼs hope the next “pandemic”
isnʼt uncollectible loans.
Charles R. Seraphin ⋅ Dianne and I settled in
Payson, Ariz., a small mountain community
about 90 miles from Phoenix. We have 2+ acres
with elk in the back yard nearly every day. One
Stupid Mistake isnʼt a NYTimes bestseller, but
Iʼve sold 2,500+ books and gotten nice reviews
on Amazon. Enjoyed the speaking circuit and
addressed groups from coast to coast prior to
COVID-19. Planning to publish a second book
yet this year. Took a part-time job hosting a daily
talk show at the local radio station and Dianne
teaches 4 year olds at Payson Christian School.
We enjoy traveling in our refurbished RV, and
always look forward to seeing old friends. Please
reach out when you are in the area!
Ralph Sharp ⋅ Quietly enjoying retirement
except for the pandemic (we have sheltered
in place 137 days), which prevents my visiting
former students who work in public schools.
Douglas J. Smith ⋅ After four years as executive
director overseeing the economic and workforce
development of Oakland Community College,
I have finally retired. Very strange to retire in
the midst of COVID-19, Black Lives Matter and
having worked remotely for three months. Hope
everyone is surviving these challenging times!
Archan Jane Sramek ⋅ On my 70th birthday,
Benjamin and I won first prize in the stage
magic contest at the Houdini Club of
Wisconsinʼs 81st Annual Convention. Our
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act, “Madame Rose & Prof. Lazlo present The
Deluxe Magic Show,” also won the Costuming
& Design Award, which is not always awarded.
The amazing part is weʼd never had a paying
gig, but we beat already-professional magicians.
Old dogs can learn new tricks, and itʼs fun.
Performance art + magic! Last August I was
a mentor at the Climate Reality Leadership
Corps training with Al Gore in Minneapolis.
Locally I co-founded a citizenʼs action group,
Making Beaver Dam Sustainable. Weʼre working
collectively to make community changes—a
slow process.
Christine Steavpack Stroemer ⋅ Finally retired
after 30+ years of practicing law in St. Paul.
After spending part of the winter of 2020 in
Scottsdale, Ariz., we came back to everything
being shut down. Travel plans were all put
on hold for now, but weʼre looking forward to
traveling again. We have six fabulous grandkids,
from 16 to 8 years of age. They are a joy to be
around. I have been spending my time hiking
and biking and volunteering at the MSP airport
as an information guide once per week, but
during this pandemic, that volunteering came
to a halt, since hardly anyone was travelling.
Airports are opening up again, so volunteering
is back, with masks and social distancing.
Hoping that everyone is healthy.
John R. Stroemer ⋅ Staying busy in semi-retirement
dividing my time between my farm in Scandia,
Minn., & Verita Froula Kimeryʼs estate in
Mattoon, Ill.
Celebrating 21 years of sobriety/recovery
on 9/11/20. Being a friend of Bill W. and Vee has
given me the best 20+ years of my life.
Semi-retirement meaning a boutique
concierge practice combining my two specialties
of Gynecology & Behavioral Medicine and
breeding/showing (saddleseat & reining), and
racing horses. Breeding Arabians, AQHA, &
TBs with Vee. Blessed that my two children
(Erik, Orthopedic Surgeon, & Sarah, Hospital
Admin) & six grandchildren (ages 8-16) all live
in the TC area. Staying in touch regularly with
my dear friends Joe L., Ned S., David A. &
Nick Maravolo.
George C. Whitely ⋅ When you read this, Iʼll be
officially retired after 46 years in the advertising
agency business. After getting my first real
job at Marsteller in Chicago in 1974, I joined
Stephan & Brady in Madison in 1979. I became
a partner in 1985 and served as President &
CEO since 1996. Iʼm now Chairman Emeritus.
I had the honor of receiving the Madison
Advertising Federationʼs lifetime achievement
award last year and have had the good fortune
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to know and work with lots of talented people
over the years. With COVID-19, my march to
retirement wasnʼt the way I diagrammed it. But
in advertising, you learn to be flexible, adaptable
and resilient. Iʼm looking forward to all the new
adventures ahead!

1974
Eric D. Carleen ⋅ I hope all of you are doing
well. I retired to help take care of my mother
during her final decline, the beginning of three
increasingly harrowing years—a situation
that many of you probably know too well.
My wife continues working to help develop
new oncology treatments, one daughter is a
pediatrician in a downtown hospital, and the
other daughter is a grant writer and analyst for
a Nairobi-based health NGO. All amaze me and
share with me some of what they learn; I am a
lucky man. Iʼm taking COVID-19 seriously, and
so I try to complete an immense backlog of old
projects: Rubikʼs cube was satisfying, but the
guitar is humbling.
Patrick M. Cunningham ⋅ Iʼm living in
Boston and still practicing acupuncture and
craniosacral therapy. I took a break in March
and started up again yesterday. Like many
small business owners, I am now a disinfecting
machine and still trying to keep the personal
touch. It worked well yesterday, my first day
back. People are stressed and itʼs nice to have
an opportunity to serve.
I will resume workshop teaching probably
in 2021 and Iʼm thinking of putting together
some online workshops as well. Like everyone
else I took some online workshops during
these months. My favorites were four days
on the cranial nerves and three days on the
digestive organs.
Best wishes to everyone!
Carol Stoneman Dibble ⋅ 25 years in Hudson,
Ohio, & 35 years with my husband Len. Loving
retirement and the joys of travel in Europe &
visiting friends all over the country. Oh wait, not
this year. Our precious 2-year-old granddaughter
is about two hours away. During our sheltering
in place, Iʼve been sewing for Ruby and her
dolls. And Iʼve sewn face masks for family &
many friends.
I enjoy gardening, hiking, biking & crosscountry skiing. Iʼve restarted my high school
sport—synchronized swimming. Great group
of women ranging from their 70s to 6-year-old
girls. We put on two shows a year in normal
times. For last Novemberʼs show, I helped
choreograph routines for our youngest group
and sewed costumes. Stay well!

Amy Merriam Steed, George W. Steed III ʼ75
We cut short our trip visiting daughter &
grandkids in Munich, returning to Silverdale,
Wash., on March 16. We remain here but for
occasional short trips in our Bonanza. Turns out
flying a small plane works for socially distanced
travel. Iʼm enjoying video chats several times
per week with our 7-year-old grandson for
German schoolwork. George officiated at our
sonʼs (very small outdoor) wedding in August.
Colin came back from his post in Japan to
marry so that he & his wife could start their life
together. Feels a bit like wartime! Awaiting the
loosening of travel restrictions to visit Munich.
Weʼll also visit Eningen again and Erwin,
husband of Siggi Stiefelmeyer (Gasthaus where
we lived in 1973).
Beth Railsback Ray ⋅ This time at home has
brought in more time for meditation and
listening to many spiritual Zoom. I was able to
keep busy preparing music to record for virtual
church services, as well as finishing an album
of original music. Zooming with family was fun
but I am breaking down and flying out to Maine
this month to see my 1-year-old granddaughter
Coralie. I am so fortunate to live on a lake, so
I have been enjoying the summer, swimming
every day and kayaking. Wishing you all peace
and health.

1976
Mark R. Aschliman ⋅ After practicing
orthopaedic surgery in the north shore area of
Milwaukee for 30 years, retirement beckoned.
With our four children out of the house we
sold our Whitefish Bay home, moving to a new
home in Williams Bay on Geneva Lake. There
we spend summer and autumn, then head to
a home in Naples, Fla., for winter and spring.
Both houses are designed for guests and find
children, friends and relatives visiting frequently.
It is wonderful. Connections with my fraternity
brothers remain strong as we gather for
weddings, baseball, golf, food and unfortunately
the occasional funeral. Friendships forged in
college are among the strongest as we had the
shared experience of growing up at LU.
William J. Comita ⋅ On Dec. 10, 2019, I did
a cello recital at the Plains Art Museum in
Fargo, N.D. My talented collaborator was Tyler
Wottrich, who is on the piano faculty at NDSU.
We performed Piazzollaʼs Le Grand Tango and
Griegʼs Cello Sonata.
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James B. Cowen ⋅ 2019 was eventful for our
family. Both of our children got married in the
late fall. One in Seattle, the other in New York.
We are so blessed that none of the weddings
occurred during the pandemic. In addition,
staying at home is easy for newlyweds so they
are all having fun.
My business was considered essential so
Web-Cote has kept going with safety stations
(plexiglass) in place, masks mandatory and
no sicknesses.
Hiking I continue to do. When I encounter
someone I pull up my bandana face mask and
step off the trail. We are all healthy, and I hope
no one in the class of ʼ76 has gotten COVID-19.
John R. Davis ⋅ Hello classmates of ʼ76. My
news for this section of the Lawrentian is that
being a grandparent is the best. Beth and
I are now the proud spoilers of three, two
grandsons in Milwaukee, and a granddaughter
in Torrance, Calif. I know many of you are old
pros at this, and although we are fairly new to
grandparenting, we are learning fast.
I am still working as a personal trainer
out of my one man studio, however I am
cutting back, either because of client attrition
or not taking on anyone new. Thus, we can plan
more time for the forementioned grandkids.
Hope these Class Notes find everyone healthy,
and safe.
Kyran Dowling ⋅ I retired from my group one
year ago and have been working part time since
then. I had planned to teach overseas this year
in Tanzania but like much of life this has been
postponed indefinitely! My wife, April, and I
thought we would be somewhat empty nesters
with all three daughters in college, however, like
many other families all three were schooling
from home as of March. Our oldest graduated
from college and commissioned as an officer in
the Navy online. She is now in San Diego before
she will be stationed in Japan for two years.
We hope world conditions will allow for a
parental visit.
Carol Anderson Fessler, Richard G. Fessler ʼ74
This has been a busy year, so hereʼs a quick
summary:
- This spring my book on Winnetka, Ill., history,
The Making of Winnetka, was published in
time to honor our villageʼs 150th anniversary.
BTW I love e-commerce!
- Last fall, I joined my daughter Laura (LU ʼ05) in
starting a residential real estate development
company in Dallas. BTW, what a treat to work
with my daughter!
- After 19 years in Winnetka, Rick (LU ʼ74)
and I sold our big home and have moved to

Lake Forest, Ill. We were both finally ready to
downsize and simplify our life in anticipation
of Rickʼs retirement. BTW, moving is still
hard work.
Best wishes to our LU family!
Susanne Fusso ⋅ My husband Joe Siry and I
made the emergency transition to teaching
online at Wesleyan University in March 2020,
and it looks as if weʼll have to continue the
“experiment” in the fall. Itʼs challenging but not
as bad as we feared. My book of translations of
stories by Nikolai Gogol, The Nose and Other
Stories, just appeared from Columbia University
Press. We are well but wish we had a wellfunctioning national government to deal with
the crisis. Thanks to Zoom, Iʼve been having
weekly mini-reunions with LU alums Duffie
Adelson, Kingsley Day, and Dave Larson, which
has been one of the unexpected blessings of
the pandemic.
David W. Hines, Jr., Nancy Gazzola Hines ⋅
Nancy and I are enjoying the empty nest, but
as an ID doctor, COVID-19 has kept me busy.
Björklunden lectures on pandemics might be
popular next year. Nancy is sewing masks
daily, given no quick relief of the virus.
Two kids live in Missoula, Mont., one in
Chicago, so lots of travel. No weddings or
grandchildren yet.
The Reverend Barbara A. Kelley ⋅ Not
surprisingly, the COVID-19 crisis has made
running a church a bit of a challenge. Never
thought I would anoint the dying wearing a
mask. We hope to resume in person worship
in September. Preaching to a computer in order
to record liturgy and sermons and post them
for members to view each week took some
getting used to, but I eventually adjusted. My
plans for two overseas vacation trips had to
be axed, of course, so I am looking forward to
my upcoming retirement in December from
St. James Episcopal Church in Langhorne, Pa.
Iʼve loved my 12 years with them and will miss
them dearly, but after 40 years in ministry, it is
time. Feeling blessed my extended family has
stayed well.
Edward G. Langer ⋅ Surviving the pandemic
OK. I have been studying German and Czech,
exercising more and practicing piano more.
I have been regularly calling elderly friends
and relatives, including my LU advisor Minoo
Adenwalla. Just read Amritsar 1919, An Empire
of Fear & the Making of a Massacre by Kim A.
Wagner. Great book. Minoo was pleased that
his Gandhi course had a long-term effect on
my interests.

Susan L. Medak, Gregory S. Murphy P’11
My husband, Greg, and I have spent most of
the past four months sheltering in Berkeley,
Calif., where I am struggling to keep my theater
afloat until such time as it is safe to re-open.
Our son, Ben, is employed and, so far, healthy
in Las Vegas. Weʼve had family members with
COVID-19 and one death. So we are taking this
seriously. The time at home has been heavily
consumed with work, some reading, massive
amounts of hiking, baking and reading up on,
as well as reflecting on, racial equity.
Michael G. Meuli, Jane W. Curran-Meuli ʼ79
I am Vice President of Research and
Development at Prefense, LLC. Prefense is
a global manufacturer of nonalcohol hand
sanitizer-based products and is located in
Iowa. I am also co-owner of M&R Property
Holdings, LLC that develops, builds, and sells
garage condominiums in the Appleton,
Fox Valley region.
I continue to do triathlons and was lucky
enough to compete in Ironman New Zealand
on March 7 returning home just 36 hours before
the pandemic hit. Clearly timing is everything!
This was the 18th consecutive year of racing/
finishing Ironman New Zealand.
Patricia B. Miller ⋅ I am still living in my beloved
Printerʼs Row downtown neighborhood, which
is just south of Chicagoʼs Loop (23 years now).
My dogs are getting old (Norwegian elkhound
Cloudy is 12 years old and collie-mutt Peony is
10), but they are thriving. Consulting jobs have
pretty much dried up, for obvious reasons, so
Iʼm doing a lot of reading and knitting (mostly
stuffed animals, which are really fun to make)
and weaving (scarves). Iʼm also watching way
too much MSNBC (I mean, way way way too
much). Iʼm counting down the days to the
November election. Meanwhile, the dogs and
I are happy to be healthy and busy.
John R. Ranck II, Andrew M. Hardacker ʼ73
I (John) have been using the quarantine to
resume practicing three hours/day and to work
on arranging simple piano accompaniments
to the Telemann solo flute Fantasies for my
students. I retired last June after 27 years at
Northeastern University and am doing my
best to come to terms with the fact that the
celebratory first-time-ever trip to Scotland
that I promised myself last winter had to be
postponed for who knows how long.
Nancy Putnam Schilling ⋅ I retired this spring
after 34 years as general radiologist at Palos
Community Hospital. I immediately packed up
my house and moved to Washington state to be
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near my daughter and son-in-law. The pandemic
has made retirement a very different experience
than I had envisioned, since opportunities
for volunteering and socializing to meet new
people are few, but Iʼm still quite enjoying it
and not missing working. The weather has
been much nicer than back in Illinois; so far the
summer has seen highs of mid-70s, so walking,
gardening and biking are still enjoyable. I canʼt
wait for some resumption of whatever new
normal is coming to do more exploring in the
Pacific Northwest.
Kim D. Sherman ⋅ Iʼve been participating in a
five-year project with Still Waters in a Storm,
an organization working with a group of young
people from Bushwick, Brooklyn. Set up like
a “one room schoolhouse,” we are reading,
translating and adapting Don Quixote into
a serialized traveling show. I guide the class
in a group song-making process. It is one
of the most rewarding processes I have ever
experienced. This past winter, we toured to
Washington D.C. and Baltimore, and performed
in several NYC venues.
Lately, I am taking the time to finish a
musical, an opera and a set of solo piano
pieces. I have gotten to know all the trees in
my neighborhood park and have upped my
sourdough game.
Dorothy Goodsmith Stiles, James F. Stiles ʼ73
I retired December 2019 after 30+ years in
customer service. Jim (retired 2013) and I are
well and spending time “Zooming” with family
and friends. I enjoy jewelry-making, and Jim
continues part-time graphics work for a local
company. We are grandparents of six, ages 4
to 14, all within a half hourʼs drive—what a
blessing! We have travelled over the past eight
years, largely by ship, and took a family cruise
last year with all 14 of us—crazy but fun!
We sing with a local concert chorus (or did
until COVID-19) and are looking forward to
returning to it soon. We hope to be able to
attend the reunion.
Terry Ullrich ⋅ I retired after 33 years with
the Louisiana State University Health
Sciences Center in New Orleans as the Chief
Financial Officer in 2015. My wife, Judith, and
I moved to Fairhope, Ala., in 2018. Fairhope
is a picturesque and quaint small town on
Mobile Bay founded by Utopians. We are
enjoying retirement in what is know as the
“Utopia by the Bay.” We are still close enough
geographically to enjoy the occasional visit from
our three children, their spouses and our seven
grandchildren ages 7 to 20.
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Deborah C. von Rosenvinge ⋅ Canʼt believe it
has been 45 years almost since Clayton Carr ʼ76
and I left Wisconsin but when our son turned
35 this year it hit home. Clayton died in 2006
in California where he had returned. After a few
years living in Cambridge, Mass., I moved back
to my family home on Cape Ann, Mass., where
I brought up our son and where I now take care
of a brother who is disabled and run a shop with
Theo, my sweetie. If you have to quarantine,
being here on this island is the best; fresh ocean
air, plenty of wood to chop for exercise, local
fish off the boats direct to the public because
no restaurant business lots of backyard gardens
for fresh vegetables, and a true sense of being
home. Happy and healthy I am.
Margi Briggs-Lofton, Michael Lofton ⋅
This certainly has been a year that none of
us anticipated. Weʼre thankful to have made
it through Wave 1 of COVID-19 in NYC and
are doing our best to ensure that there isnʼt
a new wave this fall. Margi is planning virtual
events, Michael switched to remote teaching
for his musical theater technique class at
Marymount Manhattan, and we wear our
masks! We continue to plan for and look
forward to our move to southwest France.
We hope we can all meet up in person for
our reunion. Hope everyone stays safe
and optimistic!

1978
Deanne L. Amaden ⋅ We are well, staying home
mostly. My husband Soy retired in early July
(yay!), son Thomas is hanging in there in
San Francisco. We postponed trips to the
Big Island (Hawaii) and a wonderful trip to
Europe: part literary and WWI history tour with
my sister and her book group, part family visit
to our brother in England, part relaxing in the
Dordogne (France). We enjoy lots of family
Zoom calls instead. Yoga, Qigong and even
typical workouts are just fine via Zoom. Iʼm also
very active with a nonprofit (rosietheriveter.org)
for the national historical park I volunteer
with (nps.gov/rori). Rosie the Riveter Rocks!
#togetherwecandoit
Mark D. Breseman, Jane Hillstrom Pʼ14
I still very much enjoy working at LU. There
are certainly plenty of interesting challenges
at the college and Björklunden due to the
pandemic. Who needs to retire when there
is so much happening! On the other hand,
my wife, Jane, cannot wait to get out of the
working world and is in the process of winding
down her PR agency. Our daughter, Abby,

is a proud homeowner in Madison, Wis.,
and is enjoying her career in the PR sector.
Our Lawrence grad son, Adam ʼ14, is in LA,
embracing the challenge of making his way in
the entertainment industry. Jane and I enjoy
living in Door County but truly appreciate the
opportunity to spend time in Key West, Fla., in
the winter.
Christine Siewert Edgecomb ⋅ I am navigating
many changes at this point in life. Working from
home is not necessarily how I wanted to finish
out my career but that seems to be happening.
Iʼm about a year out from retirement and a
move to Florida to begin the next chapter of my
life. I will be relocating to the Villages in central
Florida. Visitors are expected!
Jeffrey S. Edwards ⋅ I retired last year as an
obstetrician after about 5,000 or so births and
moved back to Appleton to reconnect with my
LU family. Even with the pandemic, it is still
the right choice. The city will recover and the
college will grow from adversity. I feel the warm
embrace (figuratively, not physically) of the
entire community. As always, Iʼm proud to be
a Lawrentian.
Cynthia L. Estlund ⋅ My husband Sam and I are
both on sabbatical (from NYU School of Law)
for all of 2020, so it was an ideal time to hunker
down out of the city (in northwest Connecticut).
Kids plus spouse have been with us much of
the time, but mostly itʼs just us two and our
dog (who is in heaven, never alone and usually
outside). Weʼve enjoyed watching the change
of seasons up close, hiking, paddling around
the lake and getting lots of writing done. (Iʼm
finishing a book on automation and the future
of work.) It would be more idyllic, of course,
if the news of the world—death, economic
calamity, injustice and more—were not so
disturbing. 2020 will be a memorable year, to
say the very least.
David E. Frankson, Karen K. Frankson Pʼ18
7 ½ years since I retired from the IRS. That time
has been filled by traveling (Morocco, Tanzania,
the Galapagos, etc.), volunteering as a tutor
in the Schools of Hope Program, volunteering
as a Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA)
for minors in difficult home situations, cutting
and splitting wood by hand, playing piano
accompaniments for high schools students,
serving on the local newspaperʼs community
editorial board, volunteering as a subject in the
Wisconsin Registry for Alzheimerʼs Prevention
(WRAP) study, reffing 50–70 WIAA high school
soccer games each fall and spring. Daughter
Erin—H.S. science teacher; daughter Lara—
masterʼs degree in chemistry; son Garrett—
USAF: F-16 pilot in South Korea.
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Basil D. Georgiadis ⋅ Likely heading back to
the classroom in September. Henrico County
Schools (Central Virginia) will be open for
business and Iʼm laying in a supply of masks.
Otherwise, son Dimitri is off to IUPUI on
a basketball scholarship (Go Jaguars) and
daughter Sophie is a junior in HS. Canʼt retire
yet. Stay safe everybody!
Janet Aronberg Hersh ⋅ All is going well with
me and my family, and I hope the same for
you. I am busy with volunteer positions (Chair
of the New Trier Educational Foundation and
Regional Finance Specialist for Delta Gamma
along with other non-profit organizations) and
lucky to leave the cold of the Chicago area and
spend the winters in Florida (Longboat Key).
Stu and I had extended visits from our adult
children earlier this summer, as they were able
to work remotely or had time off. As they say,
it is wonderful to spend time with those you
love, when you love spending time with them!
Looking forward to seeing everyone at our
next reunion!
David F. Hill, Linda Ericson Hill ʼ77 ⋅ After two
years of retirement, I got a call and now find
myself back working. Currently, president of
a boutique life insurance agency.
In 2014 Linda and I became residents
of Florida and in 2019 we sold our summer
home in Kansas and now spend the
summers in Wisconsin near our kids and six
grandchildren. Linda especially is excited to
be back “home” and renewing grade school to
college friendships. I spend my time working,
playing golf or pickle-ball and enjoying the
grandchildren. As for Linda, she continues
to be very active with friends, golf, tennis,
the grandkids and her parents. Good to be
back (even if only for 4 ½ months a year)
in Wisconsin.
James M. Hoskins ⋅ Greetings from sleepy
town, Alliance, Ohio (pop. 22,000). Weʼre 50
miles from Cleveland, have a Lowes, Applebeeʼs,
Farm & Fleet, four grocery stores and one
Starbucks, where my kids Sam and Mia work
part-time jobs. In a couple weeks theyʼll be
going off to college at the Universities of Dayton
and Mount Union respectively. Iʼm into my
second decade working as a public high school
horticulture teacher. My school is located in a
maximum security prison. I run a fairly normal
career tech program where we learn about
gardening, greenhouse production, landscaping
and turf maintenance. We just canʼt do field
trips. I plan to work until the twins graduate.
Appreciate ever more my Lawrence education.

Yiannakis Manoli, Astrid Strasburger
Manoli ʼ79 ⋅ Retirement used to happen to
others but on April 1 it was my turn to start
working from home. And then the rest of
Germany followed my example and “homeoffice” became part of the German language.
My Chair of Microelectronics is still vacant
which keeps me busy, and I continue to work for
a research institute in the Black Forest not far
from Freiburg. Here we try to develop hair-thin
probes that in the future could be used, for
example, in epileptic patients. These needles are
equipped with lots of electrodes that record telltale signals thus detecting an imminent seizure
before it strikes. Thus my days are not yet
occupied with reorganizing our attic—“thank
goodness,” says Astrid.
Michael K. Powers ⋅ Thank you Dee, Mary,
Janet and Irene for organizing this Class of
ʼ78 letter. A couple of things from my end:
1) My great regret these past 40+ years? Too
many missed class reunions and dear friends.
Wonʼt miss the next reunion, and encourage
others to attend as well. 2) Retired last year,
after 40 years in healthcare and education
in Wisconsin, Virginia and, primarily, Alaska.
Had a great start on our retirement goals of
international and US travel, but now hunkered
down due to COVID-19. 3) Greatest joy? We
had one grandchild last August. Expecting our
fourth (imminent as of this submission.) Four
grandchildren, the total sum of all ages is just
under 4 years. Whew! Be well.
Linda J. Sheffler, John D. Thompson ʼ77 ⋅
I retired in 2016 after 28 fascinating years as
a speech-language pathologist in the schools.
Since retiring, John and I have traveled and
hiked many places including Death Valley,
Costa Rica, Cuba and Isle Royale. We appreciate
having time to volunteer. I tutor through
Fox Valley Literacy and John rebuilds bikes for
the Earn-A-Bike Program at Riverview Gardens.
I also have been taking Spanish classes and
am part of the community Gamelan (Gamelan
Sekar Kemuda).
Michael S. Sigman ⋅ Iʼve been a “standardized
patient” several times, being ultrasounded
over eight hours. No, theyʼve not yet found
my brain. Completed 18 years of WPRA board
membership; still member of United Fund for
Arts & Humanities Board, Annual Walk MS
Fundraising, Breakfast Optimist Club, La Crosse
Concert Band Board, and Redevelopment
Authority. I benefit most as a recurrent “lab rat”
for UW–La Crosse Graduate OT & PT students,
despite my insistence after 16 years of “theyʼve
not learned from their mistakes ... because

they keep inviting me back every year.” My
greatest joy is daily morning INsensitive Coffee
downtown. My mother-in-law just moved in
with Kelly and me. I AM in favor of that.
David B. Solomon ⋅ Headed off to Tanzania
in August as Director of Management and
Operations with Peace Corps. Look forward to
bringing volunteers back to the field to work
with our host country partners.
Mary Reed Spencer ⋅ My husband, Andy, and
I have been living in Greensboro, N.C., for the
past year. We are really enjoying the city and
the downtown neighborhood where we live.
In our semi-retired lifestyle, we have fared the
pandemic safely so far, truly feeling as though
we are living in a bubble. I have been lucky
enough to visit both my parents this year, in
Florida and Kentucky, and do my best to interact
from a distance with calls and letters. Our
children are both healthy, happy and employed,
working from home in Atlanta and San
Francisco, but we miss them. Have connected
with a few folks from LU ʼ78, but would love
to hear from others—reach out if you are in
North Carolina!
Beth Scholten Woodruff ⋅ Weʼre still in
Franklin, Tenn. Our three daughters live far
away (Colorado and NYC), so the hardest part
of the pandemic has been not seeing them.
Our son lives with his family here in town, so
we have formed a “quaranteam,” and I see
my grandchildren a couple of times a week.
Woody still goes to the courthouse, and I have
managed to stay busy. Who knew that Zooming
would become a weekly highlight? We have
become very adept at socializing outdoors,
with a mask and from a safe distance. Hope
everyone is doing OK and staying healthy!

1980
Julia Pingry Fraser ⋅ This year, I abandoned
solopreneurship to join Tech-Clarity. I have
published one e-book on Strategy for Industry
4.0, and the survey-based The Business Value
of Plant Data Management will be out soon.
Iʼm co-creating Industry Reimagined 2030 to
enable all of us with a vision for how production
will create a better future to tell the story more
effectively. I also lead the Smart Manufacturing
Community for MESA International, a not-forprofit association. Perhaps most important,
I am now a caregiver as my husband has PSP,
a form of Parkinsonʼs with no treatment. We are
changing habits and diet and house. There are
so many learning opportunities! Iʼm eternally
grateful for my LU learning and buddies!
LAWRENCE
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Russell P. Ingraham ⋅ I celebrate 28 years of
marriage to Ann Caroline on August 8. We
were married in our federal-style Anglican
church built in 1734; we wore period dress.
Iʼd been a foreign service officer nearly eight
years. I finished full-time service in 2013 after
seven tours in six different posts, beginning
with Istanbul and finishing in Amman. I was
responsible for the U.S. refugee admissions
program during tours in Cuba and the Middle
East. Our son, Michael, is the joy of our lives.
He enjoys working at Museum of the Bible in
Washington D.C. Ann is a retired neo-natal
nurse. She was “camp nurse” and volunteer
extraordinaire on many of our tours abroad.
I now work part time with the Department of
State FOIA.
Nadine T. Karplus ⋅ Thinking it was time
to jump off the mouse wheel and just enjoy
the beautiful area where I live in the Rocky
Mountains above Boulder, Colo., I retired a
year ago. I had served 13 years as director of
the nonprofit Nederland Area Seniors, serving
the older population in my small town with
fitness, wellness, culture, education, nutrition
and social gatherings. A few months later, my
sweetheart was diagnosed with Stage 4 colon
cancer, so I am now a caregiver while facing
my own health challenges. Then my dad died.
Add the pandemic overarching it all and it has
been a wild ride. Looking forward to a calmer
year ahead with time to write, read, hike and
photograph the lovely world around me.
Gregory P. Linnemanstons, Meg Hoppe
Linnemanstons ʼ85 ⋅ Meg and I, like many
others, have been working virtually since
March, and that means we can work from
anywhere, so weʼve been splitting time between
Appleton and Egg Harbor (Door County) just
90 minutes away. This means lots of cabin and
boat time with our son, daughter, son-in-law
and grandson! So the pandemic has brought
the unexpected benefit of more time with the
people who matter most, in the place we love
the most. We have no complaints! Meanwhile,
business is good and we continue adding to our
staff, something else thatʼs really gratifying right
now. Yes, we have lots for which to be grateful.
Laura Luedeke Harer ⋅ Hello! In 2017 I retired
from teaching music in Appleton public schools
and my life has taken on new purpose and
meaning. I created a Music Hospice program
at a local nursing facility, sing in two jazz
bands and continue to give voice lessons.
Unfortunately COVID-19 has put a damper on
some of these activities, but it was a fantastic
start to retirement. Since COVID-19, I bought a
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cavapoo puppy that keeps me laughing all day!
Iʼm also moving into a new home so between
the puppy and the move, Iʼm very busy! My life
has had challenges, but it is still good! Hope
you all are well and happy! ️

❤

Ann Weedman Roller, Richard J. Roller
We are still married (to each other). Weʼre
healthy and as happy as anyone can be while
others are suffering.
Rich is still a microbiology professor
at the University of Iowa. I am temporarily
unemployed, which permits time for gardening,
“therapeutic baking” and caring for others.
James I. Scheuer ⋅ I had been a continuing
failure at retirement until the pandemic-forced
cancellation of much of my work as a musician,
music adjudicator, clinician and substitute
teacher.
I continue to be active in the Wisconsin
School Music Association as a master
adjudicator as well as evaluating State Honors
Auditions. I was called on to help with the
Middle Level Honors project as they moved to
video auditions during the pandemic. I helped
formulate information for percussion students
who donʼt have instruments at home to practice
on, wrote some new sight-reading music for
video auditions and adjudicated many of
the auditions.
My wife and I celebrated our 39th wedding
anniversary by quarantining at home!
Jill Dianne Swenson ⋅ I am one of four partners
who opened Evergreen Florist of Appleton on
August 1. Located at 1124 N. Mason Street,
Evergreen Florist offers contact-free home
deliveries, curbside pickup and subscription
services. I also own my own literary agency and
live in Appleton.
Deborah T. Sycamore ⋅ My big news is I got
married May 11, 2019! Family and friends
joined my wife, Nancy Van Burgel, and I in
Denver for heart-felt festivities. We are grateful
to be celebrating a one-year anniversary in
2020 versus planning a celebration around a
pandemic. Anne Sexton-Bryan read from the
Dalai Lama and Stephanie Howard Vrabec
created the most beautiful orchid arrangements.
My parents and I had a spectacular father/
mother/daughter dance on the dance floor,
complete with transit chair for my dad. That
memory means the world to me as dad passed
away April 3, 2020. I am flirting with retirement
and glad to have choices in my life. Best wishes
to each and every one of you!

Jane E. Thessin ⋅ Iʼm still in Bowie, Md. I just
returned from a cruise from Barcelona, Spain,
right before everything hit. I have missed one
cruise since. Now it seems Iʼm landlocked.
I donʼt think Iʼll get to do my cruise on the
Amazon for Christmas. Iʼm staying home
with the cat. Iʼve been part of the Reunion
Committee and had a great visit to LU!!!
Weʼve had Zoom meetings. I have had lots of
Zooming and Facebooking with friends and
church. I have helped in some services weʼve
streamed doing hymn leading and special
music. Luckily Iʼd just had a new room built for
sewing and stamping, with a screened in porch.
Itʼs been a great place to be if youʼre stuck
at home. It is time to use all these supplies
I keep buying!
Michael F. Troy ⋅ I continue to work as a
psychologist at Childrenʼs MN where Iʼm a
director for our mental health and neuroscience
program. Iʼve recently published books on
childhood disorders and on child development.
But the most exciting event in recent years
required no effort on my part. My wife and I
became grandparents for the first time—an
experience every bit as sublime as I had been
told it would be. My oldest son, along with his
spouse and my granddaughter, split their time
between Boston and D.C., where my younger
son also lives. I hope you are all managing the
strange and continuing demands of life during a
pandemic. I look forward to seeing many of you
at our rescheduled reunion next year.
Susan Choate Wolf ⋅ I am a caregiver and an
artist. I am an educator and activist. In my work
I mentor and support teachers in Oakland, Calif.
I am relieved to learn that school will be remote
for the fall and I am alarmed that LU is planning
to hold classes in person. We are living at a time
in which our systems no longer serve us. I think
its time for a national teachers strike, universal
healthcare and universal wage.
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David N. Arnosti, Regula Vitt Arnosti ʼ83
Staying close to home, with frequent visits to
area parks, it was the first time in over 20 years
in Michigan for us to learn in detail about the
seasonal changes that characterize the upper
Midwest, including the spring bird migration
and the progression of spring ephemerals
(thank you Doc Maravolo and “Vegetation of
Wisconsin”). My work in biochemistry has
migrated to Zoom, as has classroom teaching
at Michigan State. Students continue to be
a source of inspiration as we navigate in a
new world!
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Ross W. Daniels ⋅ I retired from AT&T after 34
years working my way up to Director of Program
Management in their IT division. I spent my
first year travelling and resting before starting
substitute teaching K-12 in the Wheaton,
Ill., public schools before the pandemic hit
the pause button. My wife Denise and I are
alternating between enjoying time with our
neighbors and friends in Wheaton and our
apartment in the River North neighborhood
of Chicago.
Linda Berger Hellmich ⋅ We celebrated the
arrival of a granddaughter Jan. 1, 2020; she joins
our 4 and 6 year-old grandkids. We delight in
all them. Weʼve been fortunate in the pandemic
with the exception of our youngest being stuck
in Berlin where sheʼs studying; EU restrictions
would ban her return should she hazard a
visit home. We mostly work from home, to the
continued confusion of our pets but the benefit
of my garden. In quarantine I am appreciative
of being happily married for 37 years. I never
imagined acquiring the skill set of making
protest signs at this stage in life, but times and
circumstances have compelled us to outwardly
and vocally hold our government and its various
entities accountable. What a year!
Karen B. King ⋅ Iʼm working as in-house patient
counsel for PTC Therapeutics, a pharmaceutical
company based in South Plainfield, N.J., that
focuses primarily on developing products
for treating rare genetic disorders. When not
working, I enjoy playing trombone, euphonium
and alto horn in various musical groups,
including Civil War reenactment military brass
bands. I like to go scuba diving, kayaking
and biking. I went on a trip to Egypt this year,
touring Cairo and Alexandria, and spending a
week on a live-aboard boat, diving wrecks on in
the Red Sea. We made it back a few days before
the airports in Egypt were closed due to the
COVID-19 epidemic.
Mark A. Kohls ⋅ In the next year, I am looking
to finish up on a few volunteer roles that I have
held for years as the Knights of Columbus
Wisconsin Charity Director and the BSA Girls
Troop 1401 Committee Chair in order to free up
time to write a book. I am now unable to run
marathons and ultra runs so have signed up
for SCUBA diving courses with our son Matt
in order to have some more adventures in the
underworld. Consulting work doing IT cyber
security project management has been a lot of
fun these last few years, and I am starting to cut
back hours to spend more time with my dear
spouse of 31 years and the pleasures of reading
and volunteer work. We continue to see Marc
Roy ʼ82 and Kurt Hoehne.

Elizabeth Shoemaker Kortenhof, Michael
H. Kortenhof ʼ80 ⋅ Life continues to move
along in Portland, Ore. Mike and I have been
working from home since COVID-19 struck.
In March, my school went online so I taught
4 and 5 year olds via a blog, Zoom and Marco
Polo. It remains to be seen what fall will bring.
Mike still works for the State of Oregon doing
hazardous waste clean up. Our oldest son,
Teddy, graduated from Lawrence in 2018 and is
now teaching middle school science and math
in Kimberly, Wis. The twins graduated in June,
Zanna from Quest University, Canada, and
Joe from Lawrence. Both returned to Portland
in March to complete their spring terms via
distance learning, graduated online and are now
trying to figure out what comes next.
Ane J. Lintvedt-Dulac ⋅ I continue to teach
high school world history at McDonogh School
in Baltimore. This year, Iʼve learned to create
lessons for online classes, as all other teachers
have done. Iʼm also researching and writing
curricula about the schoolʼs 19th-century
philanthropist who made his money with
enslaved labor on Louisiana sugar plantations.
The current social, political and epidemiological
maelstrom have given renewed support to
this work, not surprisingly. Family life is much
calmer: my husband has retired, my daughter
is married, our 100-year-old house is still
standing, and everyone is healthy. Rah!
Elizabeth Read Loder, Bruce J. Loder ⋅ We live
in Fox Point, Wis. Bruce is in his second decade
of managing the Mequon, Wis., Private Client
Group for Stifel. Lizz retired from classroom
teaching in 2019 after teaching 3–6-year-old
students at Milwaukee Montessori School for
26 years. She now works part time as Director
of Curriculum Support at MMS, a challenging
task as she works to help adapt the hands-on
approach of Montessori to distance learning.
We are both active in our local congregational
church, serving on boards and providing meals
for local shelters. We have two adult children,
Caitlin and Will. We enjoy keeping up with our
LU classmates through various platforms and
in-person.
Elizabeth Lutton Luscher ⋅ As of early June, my
husband and I are both retired! Now if we could
only travel ... In the meantime, we are getting
things done around the house, in spite of Jeff
recovering from a broken ankle. We are lucky
enough to have two other self-isolating couples
in our COVID-19 bubble, so we have them over
to swim now and then, play board games and
drink wine! Definitely a strange time, but we
will get through this. Hope to see you in 2022
at our 40th!

Constance Trok Olivera ⋅ Greetings to
everyone, and I hope you are safe and healthy!
This pandemic has hit the entertainment and
special events industry hard—everything has
been cancelled or postponed to a hopeful date
in 2021. I never thought as a self-employed
musician/music agency owner I would qualify
for unemployment, but I am thankful I did. We
expect to have business again in the spring of
2021. Meanwhile … keep up those chops!
Janet L. Place ⋅ While it may sound like a
metaphor, I am working as hard as a public
health professional during a pandemic. I am
the director of public health practice at the
University of South Carolina Arnold School
of Public Health, where, like everyone, I am
working from home and living on Zoom calls.
I teach every semester, including the summer.
My husband, Gerry, and I downsized last
year. Our son lives nearby. It will still be
many years before I can retire, but that is OK,
though, because I love my job. I just wish it
was somewhere other than “Famously Hot”
Columbia, S.C.! I still play music and love
making jewelry. If we could just get through the
current public health “situation,” maybe I will be
able to do those things again.
Joelle J. Rabion ⋅ Last fall I began my second
masterʼs degree, this time in medical cannabis
science & therapeutics at the University
of Maryland School of Pharmacy. I arrived
here having launched a line of water-soluble
CBD products (floshots.com), and then
experimenting with isolated terpenes for
functionality: myrcene for relaxation, another for
energy, another for upliftedness. I discovered
the impact of a single drop and began my quest
to learn the full therapeutic power of this plant.
We are at the infancy of understanding its
potential! Loving work as a patient advocate at a
medical dispensary in D.C., working closely with
medical patients, finding whatʼs best to relieve
and manage their symptoms.
David C. Trimble ⋅ I went to re-read As I Lay
Dying the other day and couldnʼt find it. I think
I lent it to Terry Moran and he never returned it,
that bum ...
My daughter Colyar virtually graduated
high school and will attend Mount Holyoke
this fall. Excited for her, but feel bad for her
and all the students that are being robbed by
COVID-19. My son Henry will be a junior in high
school this year, or is it a junior in the house
school … not sure. Both have been active in the
protests here in D.C. Luckily none have been
picked up by black-masked men in unmarked
vans. But itʼs only July, so maybe later.
LAWRENCE
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I have switched my work portfolio from
nuclear weapons to the post office. Not sure
which is scarier right now.
Pamela R. Weiner-Malkin ⋅ Greetings from
sunny HOT Arizona! After living in the Midwest
all my life, it was time to finally relocate to a
better climate and we are now residing in a
55+ active adult community called Trilogy at
Vistancia. It is located about 50 miles northwest
of Phoenix, great hiking, about 90 minutes
from Sedona, Ariz. Both my husband and
are still working in the medical field and the
COVID-19 pandemic has been shocking and
overwhelming. Living in Arizona and seeing the
political mismanagement has been frustrating!
Our youngest attends ASU and has been living
with us since March when the campus closed.
He completed his internship remotely. Our two
daughters live in New York and are doing well!
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Mary-Terese Cozzola ⋅ Weʼre grateful to be
healthy during this time and working on a fun
mix of projects. Daveʼs orchestra is finding
ways to make music online, and Iʼve become
obsessed with writing a novel. Happy for
these summer nights of grilling, firepit
and comfortable silence with friends sitting
6 feet away.
Christine Pasko Falls ⋅ I was sorry to miss
our big reunion last June! I spent last summer
fighting for my life against metastatic breast
cancer, but the treatments have rolled back
the cancer once again and a year later I am on
maintenance chemo every 21 days; 19 so far.
I am enjoying every day that I now have as a
gift, and my goals have refocused to time with
my three amazing sons and daughter-in-law and
our two dogs. Tim and I celebrate 35 years of
marriage in October, and we still love spending
our time biking together, especially when I can
ride my new e-bike! I closed my law practice, but
still arbitrate. And, I still hear from so many of
my LU friends; please know that I treasure each
and every one of you.
Donald P. Land ⋅ Still living in North California,
nearing retirement from UCD Chemistry,
Forensic Science, Biotechnology professorial
career. Iʼm doing extensive consulting in the
cannabis field—testing, genetics, production—
in numerous U.S. states and several other
countries—officially essential work. I recently
won an award as the number one “Analytical
Guru” in the global cannabis analysis space
from the trade magazine, The Cannabis
Scientist, in their 2020 Power List. Wouldnʼt
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my parents and former teachers be proud! I also
serve as an expert witness regarding scientific
evidence, mostly in controlled substances,
mostly cannabis and hemp. Iʼve got a mess of
kids, step-kids, step-grandkids, all well, despite
the pandemic.
David J. Pisani, Carol Krasin Pisani ⋅ Carol
(Krasin) Pisani and I have been married 29+
years. We have four kids. The big change for us
is we become empty nesters starting this fall,
and we canʼt wait. Veronica (24) is a pipeline
engineer for BP living in Lincoln Park (Chicago)
and loving it. Marie (22) starts medical
school at UW–Madison this fall. Julia (21) is
a senior this year, also at UW–Madison. She
is majoring in communications and Spanish
and will be looking for a full-time job soon.
Luke (19) started at University of Alabama this
fall, following in the footsteps of Veronica and
Marie. Carol is employed as a teacherʼs aide at a
local parochial school in De Pere, Wis., I remain
the EVP of Operations at ACP/CCCP.
Ismail D. Salahi ⋅ I have been living in
Jacksonville, Fla., for the past 25 years or so,
having given up my childhood dreams of
becoming a professional musician. I am now
an anesthesiologist and pain management
specialist, private pilot and the proud father of
a 12-year-old daughter about to enter seventh
grade, COVID-19 permitting. I look back fondly
on my time at Lawrence and was sad to hear
of the recent passing of my piano teacher and
mentor, Professor Rehl. I flew back to Appleton
last summer just to walk around campus and
reminisce, and marveled at all the changes that
over 35 years brought!
Beau J. Schaefer ⋅ Just retired from teaching
HS Biology and genetics at Libertyville HS in
Illinois. Downsized with my wife, Michelle, to
a townhome, and embarked on a Green Big
Year birding mostly from my bicycle. Currently
at 244 species and 3200 miles on my bike.
Shooting for 250. Living in Grayslake, Ill., across
the street from one of the best preserves in the
county, Rollins Savanna.
Kelvin A. C. Smith ⋅ I sold the business
I co-owned for over 30 years and joined the
acquiring company, LeaseAccelerator, where
I continue to develop software for lease
accounting. I am glad to be able to continue
to work from home (even aside from the
pandemic). My wife, Becky, and I, after marrying
in our 40s, have two school-age sons, one of
whom weʼre homeschooling.
Jeffrey T. Vander Wilt ⋅ I live in Santa Ana, Calif.,
and have been teaching at Santa Margarita

Catholic High School for the past 15 years.
I revisited my writing skills and have been
editing manuscripts for a Capuchin Franciscan
friend and that led me to revisit some of my old
work and renew it. I published Gospel Prayers
a collection of prayers for every reading from
the New Testament Gospels on Amazon this
past November. It is dedicated to my father,
who, sadly, passed away in January. There have
been no significant travels this summer, but
last summer I enjoyed a wonderful afternoon
at a beer garden in Racine, Wis., with my
good friend, Michael Becker ’80. It is always
wonderful to reconnect!
Michael S. Wilson ⋅ I am the pastor of the
Downtown Presbyterian Church in Nashville,
Tenn. My wife, Rev. Mary Louise McCullough,
is the pastor of Nashvilleʼs Second Presbyterian
Church. For fun I play drums in The Bomb
Bards, a nothing-under-180 BPM punk band.
I also enjoy building things that could be more
easily and cheaply purchased. And then thereʼs
the ukulele. I once tried to stare down Lamar
Alexander while preaching a funeral sermon for
a beloved Tennessee politician noted for civility,
kindness and cooperation. I am stepfather to
Evan (Rebekah) and grandfather to Logan and
Lola, one or both of whom will play the drums.
Andy Nelson ⋅ I recently finished my third
year of retirement after 33 years of teaching
elementary and middle school band in
Barrington, Ill. I divide my time between
Evanston, Ill., and Palm Springs, Calif., enjoying
summer-like weather year-round. My husband,
Victor Mor-Avi, does research in cardiac
imaging at the University of Chicago Medical
Center. Weʼve been partnered for 19 years and
were married three years ago. When COVID-19
isnʼt complicating things, I play clarinet in the
Desert Winds community band in Palm Springs
and in the pit orchestra for the Savoyaires
Gilbert and Sullivan company. Iʼm wishing
all my classmates good health in this
challenging time.
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Deborah Blake-Jasso ⋅ My family and I reside in
San Francisco. Our eldest son is at Willamette
University in Oregon and our younger son will
be a junior in high school. I enjoyed a visit to
LU last fall as part of a college tour with my son.
He really liked Lawrence but decided to stay
on the West Coast. Iʼve spent the last decade
specializing in fundraising and development
for small nonprofits and independent schools
while my husband has focused on high tech
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marketing. Weʼve been able to enjoy socially
distanced and masked gatherings with Christy
Hoelter Ryan and her husband, Dave, as well as
Margie LaVelle Gater ʼ85 and her husband, Paul.
Christy and I hope to make it to a Björklunden
seminar next summer.
Capt. John K. Hellermann ⋅ Continuing life as
a faculty member at Portland State University
in Portland, Ore. I study how language use
is structured and most recently have been
documenting (with students and colleagues)
the hand-made signage that popped up around
neighborhoods in the city after COVID-19 and
the murder of George Floyd. Outside of work,
I attend poetry workshops, work in my garden,
hike, work on watercolors and spend time with
my aging dog, Béla. Conny and I divorced,
amicably, a year ago.
Linda Minnick Langkos ⋅ After a wonderful
33-year career at the same consulting firm,
I decided to spice things up a bit and transition
to Deloitteʼs HR Transformation consulting
practice. That was early 2019, and since then
I have been flying around helping clients define
and improve services to their employees.
I love my new job! Flying around came to an
abrupt stop in March, as you might expect. Still
enjoying the consulting work, now from our
home in western Wisconsin. In other news, my
husband recently retired to the golf course, kids
are either fully employed or full-time students,
and at this time everyone is healthy and happy.
Julie Moore Rapacki, Esq. ⋅ Still in Edina,
Minn., with my daughter, Mackenzie, 16,
husband, Joe, dog and cat. After several years
of consulting on global projects, I recently took
a project manager role with the Stateʼs Property
Tax Division. Smaller scale and learning loads.
Grateful to serve on the board of Rock ʼnʼ Read
Project, co-founded by LU alum Ann Kay. Love
seeing Lawrence pals Laura Caviani, Tammie
Follett, and Liz Sheridan on a regular basis.
Always happy to host visiting LU pals.
Kevin A. Walch ⋅ My family has moved from
Chicago area to near Atlanta last year in order
to escape long, cold Midwest winters! I
transferred from the Joliet plant of a local
chemical company to the Winder, Ga., plant
last winter. We enjoy summers boating on Lake
Lanier near Atlanta and having our daughter
from Milwaukee and son from New Orleans
come to visit. Weʼll maintain Wisconsin
contacts when we purchase a cottage in Door
County this fall. Let me know if youʼre in the
Atlanta area! 331-481-3786.
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Ann Spellman Roe, Jonathan D. Roe ʼ87 ⋅ Our
daughter, Catherine, is a senior majoring in
international relations at LU this year. Our son,
Charley, is a sophomore at Macalester. Jon
enjoys his pediatric practice, and Iʼm happy as a
marketing and college consultant.
Scott M. Schanhofer ⋅ I am still working for the
YMCA and am currently the Executive Director
of the Neenah-Menasha YMCA. My wife,
Brenda, continues with her personal training/
nutrition counseling business and works with
a number of clients in our area. My daughter,
Aleah, made me a very proud grandpa in May of
2019—Greyson Bradwell. We are all very excited
to have the little man around. My daughter,
Delaney, just graduated from Hortonville High
School and begins at UW–Stevens Point this
fall. She missed her senior softball season,
but seems to be handling that better than her
dad. Bodie is a rising junior at Hortonville and
provides his parents with entertainment as we
attend his various sporting events.
Louis J. Wool ⋅ Teaching high school law career
pathway courses at Wheeling High School in
Wheeling, Ill. I feel very fortunate to have had
a career as a teacher at the high school level.
Taking care of my dad and taking lots of walks
with my beloved dog named Tess. Enjoy reading
and biking in my spare time.
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Jennifer Aspen Mason ⋅ We moved to Atlanta
just over two years ago for my job as SVP of
Global Innovation for CP Kelco, a food and
specialty ingredients company. Doing a global
job during a pandemic is challenging, but I
am grateful for the technology that allows us
to continue to work smoothly and safely. Prior
to COVID-19, the whole family (husband Paul,
daughters Sasha (17) and Eliza (11)) was settling
in well and enjoying life here. Now we are all
fighting over the internet while I try to work,
Sasha is doing her NYU summer school over
Zoom, and Eliza has virtual dance practice.
If you are an Ozark fan, look for Sasha in the
opening scene of Episode 2, Season 3.
Bryan B. Beauchamp ⋅ UPDATE:
1. Kids are Grace (a senior at Albion College),
Christian (a sophomore at SLU) and Ben (a
senior at Marquette University High School).
2. 25-year anniversary with wife Elizabeth.

3. 30-year anniversary as a wealth management
advisor with Beauchamp Maleki Group.
4. BMG received the FT400 award as one of
the best 400 wealth management firms in
the U.S.
Jeanette Miller Everson ⋅ I am enjoying living in
the Twin Cities metro area (specifically South
St. Paul). The opportunity at work to help
refugees with their health is wonderfully
challenging. It is also a gift to have friends
and family nearby, especially Carole (Wolsey)
and Todd Pankow. Wish we could have seen
others at the reunion this past June. Next year a
daughter graduates from high school so it is not
certain Iʼll make it.
Kim Kimberly Holland ⋅ Life is pretty good so
I feel blessed in these crazy times. My son and
daughter both have jobs that they enjoy and are
living on their own. Luckily they donʼt live too
far away. T.J. and I celebrated out 26th wedding
anniversary this summer. Like everyone else, we
have had to cancel planned trips and events.
Canceling my family reunion was the hardest. To
keep myself busy I have been doing more with
my photography business which I really enjoy. I
have taken several online photography classes
this summer that have been terrific. I miss
all the in-person contact with my friends and
organizations that I belong to, but I have had
some wonderful Zoom calls to keep me sane.
Jeffrey M. Keil ⋅ Arianna and I moved to Cary,
N.C., for a change in weather and lifestyle. I
am working at Duke in urgent care and Arianna
does QI work for public health. Our 21-yearold daughter is at Oberlin in the conservatory
and considering professional possibilities. Our
21-year-old son is trying to decide what to do
with his life. We are disappointed that the LU
gathering is not happening but look forward to
attending in the future. Hoping that everyone is
staying healthy!
Chad K. Kemnitz ⋅ I have been doing the same
job in the same city for 30 years. However, lately
I “feel” like everyday is the greatest day of my life.
It is a great freeing feeling to just enjoy everything.
I leave you with this:
“Challenge the known; embrace the unknown.”
–Guy Kawasaki
“Every day I wonder how many things I am dead
wrong about.” –Jim Harrison
“The danger of civilization, of course, is that you
will piss away your life on nonsense.”
–Jim Harrison.
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“Drink heavily with locals whenever possible.”
–Anthony Bourdain

from Northwestern in 2019 and our son Ben is
a junior at UW–Madison.

I like the last quote the best. Talking to
“strangers” while under the influence should be
tried/enjoyed. You might just learn something
new/radical/verboten/vapid or just “be human”

Margaret Magee Peltier ⋅ It has been
the year of academia in my household: I
completed my masterʼs degree in counseling
and psychological services from St. Maryʼs
University of Minnesota this spring. I am
currently working as an intensive outpatient
therapist specializing in OCD, anxiety disorders,
major depressive disorder and autism spectrum
disorder. My daughter, Lucie, graduated from
high school this spring and in September
will be attending Lawrence University as a
freshman—a third generation Lawrentian in the
Peltier family! We are both feeling a sense of
achievement alongside hopeful anticipation for
what the future holds.

Christopher E. Moody ⋅ Our extended
staycation has gone well, everyone is healthy
& able to work from home. Teaching remotely
has been a new challenge with many new skills
to learn & finding creative ways to connect with
students. I am looking forward to getting back
in the classroom with students when it is safe. I
am really looking forward to seeing everyone at
our reunion! Stay safe & healthy!
Michael P. Underwood ⋅ Last fall I was
selected to perform as a featured soloist on
the university professorʼs showcase recital for
the 2020 International Trombone Association
Festival in Osaka, Japan. I was a featured
soloist on an Arkansas Symphony Orchestra
concert last November where I performed the
Albrechtsberger Trombone Concerto, a piece
that I did on my senior recital at Lawrence! My
wife and I spent Thanksgiving and Christmas
with our daughter, Kinsey Fournier ʼ13, and
her husband. In late February, just before the
pandemic changed all of our lives, the ASOʼs
unintended swan song was Sibeliusʼ seventh,
and last, symphony.
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Jennifer L. Baumgardner ⋅ We (husband
and two sons, 15 and 10) are hunkered down
in our apartment in New York City. The first
few months were depressing (total silence,
punctuated by ambulance sirens), but the tragic
killing of George Floyd, which began the surge
in BLM activism, has brought our Washington
Square Park neighborhood to life again. The
frequent protests are moving and give me hope.
COVID-19 initially destroyed my work as a writer
and publisher, since my job is predicated on
colleges, bookstores and libraries being open;
however, Dottir Pressʼs childrenʼs books about
intersectionality (Intersection Allies) and white
supremacy (Not My Idea) are finally reaching a
receptive audience. Hereʼs to a healthier 2021.
Michael J. Emery, Anissa Schneider Emery ʼ93
Anissa (Schneider) Emery and I celebrated
our 25th wedding anniversary and took part
in the BLM marches in downtown Appleton.
Iʼm in my 12th year as a school psychologist
at two elementary schools in Menasha, Wis.,
and Anissa is a lab scientist at a hospital in
Neenah, Wis. Our daughter Amelia graduated
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Jay W. Roberts ⋅ This past year, I spent quite
a bit of time at Lawrence as a fellow with
the American Council on Education, and I
really enjoyed getting reacquainted with the
campus as well as seeing some old friends!
Unfortunately, my time was cut short with
COVID-19, but I managed to keep up some
contact via good old Zoom. The other big
news is that I accepted a new position as Vice
President for Academic Affairs at Warren Wilson
College in Asheville, N.C., and I began my
work there this June after 20 years at Earlham
College. We are loving the area even as we
adjust to life under pandemic conditions (most
of my new colleagues I have only met through a
screen). We would love visitors! Just not now :-)
Lisa Orzepowski Hearld ⋅ I might as well
choose the most challenging time to get back
into the work force, why not! Long gone are
the long days of watching The Wiggles with
toddlers, enrichment classes for everyone, PTO
work times four kids, women and childrenʼs
charity work and my beloved tennis leagues—I
am excited to work my brain in a different way.
And in case you are wondering, the four boys
will be just fine. Oldest (18) is going to UW–
Milwaukee, the youngest (11) is mastering his
comedy chops, and the twins (14) are settling
into puberty like champs—moody, pimples, and
glued to their phones. Jason/the fifth boy (46)
is our rock of calm and stability, working from
home since March 7. Did I mention it was a
great time for ME to get a job?

1994
Anne Marie Black Burnett ⋅ Sorry to miss our
big 25th reunion last summer! My husband and
I were shooting a wedding that weekend ... a
side gig that brings me joy (despite editing for
hours/days). In other news, I have started a

new position with the Iowa Utility Association in
Des Moines. Did you know that Iowa has over
4,800 wind turbines which generate 40% of our
energy—the highest in the U.S.? Just to brag
a little. Otherwise, life is very full with our two
oldest kids at Midwestern liberal arts colleges,
and our youngest navigating eighth grade as an
aspiring ballerina and show choir star. Stay in
touch, old friends.
Jason Heath Christensen ⋅ I published an
e-book of my poems and short stories entitled
The First Glimpse of Sunrise. It is available
through the following link: https://books2read.
com/u/3nWLMR
Elizabeth Fetterley Heller ⋅ Showing off: 2020
marks my 20th year running three education
and community centers with a nonprofit in
Milwaukee called the Urban Ecology Center.
Our vision is of a future where the earth and
people are respected. In 2019 this work and
my volunteer activities were recognized by
the Milwaukee Business Journalʼs Women of
Influence award. Iʼm celebrating 10 years of
marriage to a kind and talented data scientist
and chef, Fred Heller.
In humility: I am forever learning how
to do this work and life better. There are
mountains of challenges. Dignity and justice
can feel out of reach and our work is just a drop
in the bucket of what is needed. For fun and
restoration, I hike, bike, sing and sail.
Ariana Bliss Kamisonoda ⋅ I sincerely hope all
of you are well. I am fortunate to be writing this
from my home in relatively safe and calm Japan.
Iʼm enjoying more pottery, hiking and gardening
because all of my children have left the nest. My
daughter Amami continues her (online) study of
sports medicine at Waseda University in Tokyo.
Iʼm proud to announce that she won the Japan
National Ladies 470 Sailing Championships.
Ryujiro is studying hard at the naval mechanical
engineering course at the Miyazaki Fisheries
Research and Training Institute. Shintaro is
happily sailing on his HS team after recovering
well from shoulder surgery. With all important
regattas cancelled, he has been enjoying trying
various dinghies.
Kirsten R. Lies-Warfield, Patrick R. Warfield
We are still in the greater D.C. area. Kirsten
retired from the United States Army Band
“Pershingʼs Own” after 20 years serving as the
first female trombonist in the organizationʼs
history. She has created a blog about her
experiences there. She is now back in school
pursuing a masterʼs degree in audio technology
at American University. Patrick was recently
promoted to the rank of professor at the
University of Maryland School of Music, where

CLASS NOTES

he also serves as Associate Director for Faculty
Affairs and Director of Graduate Studies.
Rebecca L. Mezoff ⋅ I spend most of my time
teaching tapestry weaving online through my
online school at www.tapestryweaving.com.
My second book, The Art of Tapestry Weaving,
comes out in October of 2020 from Storey
Publishing. My wife Emily and I live in Fort
Collins, Colo., where she is finishing up a
Ph.D. in sociology. I spend as much of the
summer as I can backpacking with a spindle
and a tiny loom. When Iʼm home in the studio,
I weave large-format tapestries on my big looms
between answering questions from online
students, writing about yarn-y adventures on my
blog and making new courses.
Jennifer OʼConnor ⋅ I continue to live and work
alongside my husband, Todd, in the Northshore
area of Milwaukee. We serve as worship
directors at Crossroads Presbyterian Church
and have learned a lot about sound recording,
video editing, and digital communicating as
our world went from sharing music live to
“Memorex,” to reference an old commercial.
We are grateful for our daughter, Katie, who
smoothly navigated online learning to finish
her freshman year in high school. Our dog,
Emmy, absolutely loved having everyone home
all the time at her beck and call. The family
chose an outdoor vacation to the Northwest
this summer for a reprieve from monotony. We
remain hopeful.
Pawel T. Pomianowski, M.D. ⋅ After graduating
from LU, I completed the K. Marcinkowski
School of Medicine in Poznan, Poland. I then
went on to complete an internal medicine
residency at Penn State School of Medicine
followed by a fellowship in medical genetics
at Yale School of Medicine. I am boarded in
internal medicine and medical genetics and
for over 10 years I worked in the ER as an
emergency room physician and ran a Clinical
Genetics Clinic. More recently, I moved to
Delaware where I accepted a position as Chair
of clinical genetics and genomics.
I live with my three boys: Michael, 14,
Alexander, 11, and Jacob, 8, and my wife Kasia. For
fun I like to play tennis, golf and enjoy travel.
Ted W. Ross ⋅ After spending the last four
years living in McAllen, Texas, and working
in Mexico as head test engineer for Wells
Vehicle Electronics Reynosa, I was promoted to
supervise the Thick Film department back
at headquarters in Fond du Lac, Wis. I moved
back in September of 2019 and now reside in
Fox Crossing.

Shad R. Wenzlaff ⋅ I enjoyed seeing so many
of you at reunion last year. The pandemic has
hit me hard, as I will be saying goodbye to my
career at Edgewood College. As I work toward
finding my “adapt for the future” plan—as I
imagine many of us are—I continue to teach
piano, and who knows what will transpire
between now and November (when I write this
itʼs still late July and dining al fresco; safely
physically distanced is a comfortable endeavor.)
I know what I really hope—but Iʼve promised
myself to keep the post apolitical (a little
apophasis for the Conrad fans among us.)

1996
Andrew T. Birling ⋅ I earned a Master of Arts
in education, emphasis in teaching/multiple
subject teaching credential through the Bay Area
Teacher Training Institute (BATTI)/University of
the Pacific in May 2020, as well as completing a
two-year stint at Head-Royce School in Oakland,
Calif. This past year I was an associate teacher
in kindergarten and loved it so much that I
accepted a position as a kindergarten teacher
at Hillcrest Elementary in the Oakland Unified
School District. I also had the distinct pleasure
of recording my “Letter to My California
Dreamer” for broadcast on KQEDʼs California
Report Magazine program, which was broadcast
on Sept. 20, 2019.
Kari J. Dietzler ⋅ I live in Oakland, Calif., with
my wife Terry Banks. We recently celebrated 20
years in love, including 7 years in marriage. I am
an executive consultant at Kaiser Permanente.
After 15 years I continue to love what I do and
the people I work with. Terry is a personal
financial coach for professionals who think “I
earn too much money to be this broke.” :) I
enjoy investing, traveling, gardening, watching
stand-up comedy, connecting with friends &
family (even if only on video calls these days)
and learning Spanish to use on trips to our
favorite vacation spot, Puerto Vallarta, Mexico.
This year Iʼll help on the committee for our 25th
reunion and I hope to see you there!
Jennifer A. Eberly ⋅ I am living in Maine with my
husband and twin 6-year-old boys and working
as state veterinarian for the State of Maine. I
donʼt have to miss LU winters anymore since
Iʼve replicated them on the East Coast! Iʼve been
very busy during the pandemic keeping our
local meat inspection program running during
unprecedented demand for local meat and
poultry products. Stay safe out there and see
you on the other side!

Michael T. Ingala, Annee Pope Ingala ʼ98 ⋅ My
lovely wife Annee Pope Ingala and I recently
celebrated 20 years of marriage and 20 years
as Oregonians. Itʼs pretty unbelievable that 23
years have passed since we graduated LU. I
donʼt feel a day over 17, and I donʼt act it much
of the time. When not performing various IT
and management duties as CIO at the company
Iʼve been with for the last 13 years, we like to
travel and have centered our lives around our
three children: Lilly (14), River (10) and Atlas
(3). We love to camp and take our trailer all over
the Northwest. I keep in touch with most of my
close friends from LU and am lucky enough to
see some of them (Natalie Parks) frequently.
Check ya later!
Aaron D. Lindberg ⋅ Iʼve been working remotely
since mid-March when my campus transitioned
to a virtual mode of teaching for spring and
summer 2020. While I donʼt miss the commute
or the scorching summer temperatures of
the San Fernando Valley, I certainly miss
engaging with students and colleagues on
campus. In fall 2019, I was selected for the
American Association of Collegiate Registrars
and Admissions Officersʼ inaugural year-long
program to promote diversity and inclusion in
my field, Strategic Enrollment Management.
For self care, Daniel and I started gardening
and running, both of which present challenges
and rewards. I canʼt wait to see you at our 25th
Reunion in June 2021!
Andrew H. Motiwalla ⋅ I launched a new
company called MonitorQA which is focused on
mobile inspections of health and safety in the
workplace. I continue to live in San Diego with
my two daughters and our dog.
Luther K. Ranheim ⋅ I have the great pleasure
of working as a gift planner at the St. Paul &
Minnesota Foundation. I enjoy connecting
advisors and their clients to philanthropic tools
to support charitable giving. Like everyone,
I have had to adjust to a remote working
environment this year. Outside of work, I serve
on the Board of the American Composers
Forum as well as the Westminster Town Hall
Forum. When not at work or volunteering,
my wife Michelle and I enjoy spending time
at our new Wisconsin lake cabin just south
of Hayward, Wis., with our Wheaten Terrier,
Dagmar. We are also avid fans of Minnesota
United FC! Wishing all Lawrentians safety &
peace during these challenging times.
Christina C. Streva ⋅ I am a theater director,
professor and performer in Brazil. I live in Rio
de Janeiro with my 16-year-old son, Gabriel,
and my girlfriend, Luana. I travel constantly
LAWRENCE
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throughout the country with my plays and
lectures. I am also a Ph.D. in theater and
Vice-Director of the School of Theater at
Universidade Federal do Estado do Rio de
Janeiro (UNIRIO). I teach acting and directing
to undergraduate and graduate students. In
2016, I was a visiting scholar in the drama
department at New York University. It was
wonderful to connect again with several LU
friends during my time in New York. I was about
to move to Toronto for a year at University of
Toronto when coronavirus arrived and the plan
had to be postponed.
Rebecca J. Whelan ⋅ Hi everyone! Iʼm just
about to celebrate two years on the faculty in
chemistry at the University of Notre Dame.
When the pandemic was declared, all my
teaching moved online. I sorely missed having
in-person contact with my students, but I was
impressed and humbled by their resilience. We
will see what the fall brings … as of this writing
the plan is that my colleagues and I will teach
using a hybrid (in person + online) pedagogy. I
hope everyone is staying safe and healthy.

1998
Robert Chang ⋅ Wife, cat and I are healthy in
Seattle. We feel grateful for being alive. Job is
steady at Disney under the DTCI organization,
which owns streaming products like Disney+,
ESPN+ and Hulu. Outside of home and work,
wife and I are avid rowers and road cyclists.
Rowing regattas and cycling events all but
vanished under COVID-19. We train in our
single sculling shells five times weekly to stay
sane. International travel is also kaput under
COVID-19. Wife and I started vacationing locally
via sailboat. There are scenic locales to visit
around the San Juan Islands, with good chance
of orca sightings. The Pacific Northwest is
a truly beautiful place. Weed is legal here.
Enough said.
Louis Clark IV, Alissa Joseph Clark ⋅
Alissa (Joseph) and I are navigating the
pandemic in the Twin Cities suburbs by working
from home, schooling from home and generally
trying to keep up with our three kids. Alissaʼs
office hasnʼt changed but we are all around
more. I continue to work in fundraising at
the University of Minnesota, and it has been
good to our family. I write today from the Lake
Michigan shoreline at Björklunden. We get
here a few times a year, including my brotherʼs
wedding on New Yearʼs Eve. We hope our
Lawrence friends are hanging in there too.

58

FALL 2020

Melissa Sattin Das, Subrata Das ʼ95 ⋅
I completed my Master of Science in health
informatics in December 2019. I am a business
intelligence developer for MaineHealth since
April 2017.
Keith A. Harris ⋅ I was on contract at the
Metropolitan Opera when quarantine hit.
Fortunately this means I was already home
and did not have to take an emergency
flight. My wife and I are safe and sound and
fortunately were already set up to work from
home. I am now recording virtual recitals
for streaming events. Keeping it creative!
www.KeithHarrisOpera.com
Annee Pope Ingala ⋅ To see Annee’s entry, please
see Michael T. Ingala under the notes for the class
of 96.
Ian A. McLellan, Lara Weber McLellan ʼ99
Ian McLellan recently became a registered
architect and is a partner at Albertsson
Hansen Architecture in Minneapolis. Lara
(Weber) McLellan is the Vice President of
Marketing at Paradigm, where she has worked
now for 20 years. Our daughters, 12 and 7,
keep us busy. We continue to live in our South
Minneapolis home and see our LU family as
often as we can.
Joseph T. Tennis ⋅ Greetings from Seattle &
five blocks from the former CHAZ/CHOP.
Itʼs been an incredible summer. I hope my
fellow Lawrentians are healthy. Like most of you,
I am living in Zoom rooms & communicating
with friends & loved ones online. Iʼm happy to
share that I will be promoted to professor as of
Sept. 16, 2020, & that Iʼm proud to find myself
still, after 13 years, at an amazing institution of
higher education, the University of Washington.
Since our most recent LU reunion, I have been
reflecting on the love & learning that happened
at Lawrence. I know we can all bring more light
to this dark time. We can continue to build a
just democracy for all. Iʼll see you all out there!

2000
William J. Burrow, Nathan S. Heffel ʼ02
After a stint as the Midday Editor for NPRʼs All
Things Considered in Washington D.C., William
and I returned to Colorado to settle into our
forever home on the stateʼs Western Slope.
Weʼre much happier here than in the hectic
pace of Washington. I manage a series of radio
stations reaching thousands of listeners every
day—and still get to be on-air, which is great.
William continues to work for United Health

Care in their technical department. Thankfully,
both of us can work from home. Our daughter
Maya turned 3 this year—itʼs crazy how
much sheʼs growing and discovering. Weʼre
attempting pre-school from home this year,
so Iʼll be wearing a teacher hat as well. Weʼre
hunkered down in our home overlooking the
beautiful mountain range outside New Castle,
Colo., truly happy in a state we love.
Melissa Kelly Cardamone ⋅ Iʼm living in
southeast Wisconsin with my husband, Joe,
daughter, Lilia, and son, Joey. We just adopted
a rescue pup, Finn, so weʼre learning all about
puppyhood. During this crazy COVID-19 time,
Iʼm using my piano chops to make recordings
of accompaniments, so soloists have tracks
to play over Zoom/Google. Gotta love the
inventiveness of a liberal arts education. Iʼm
curious to see what Fall Term at Carthage
College brings. Iʼve worked there for 10 years
now (!) as a staff accompanist/voice coach.
Carthage gifted me with the opportunity to
travel with our Treble Choir to Florida, China,
and most recently, Tanzania, Africa. Sending
love & good health to all Lawrentians and their
loved ones.
Erin Chudacoff, Joshua Chudacoff ʼ99 ⋅ My
family and I live in Appleton. I have worked
at Lawrence as a member of the alumni and
development staff for 12 years, currently leading
the donor engagement team. My husband
Josh ʼ99 is an associate principal at Kaukauna
High School. Our daughter Lillie is starting
college this fall at Eckerd College, a small liberal
arts college in St. Petersburg, Fla. Our son is
starting high school and he plans to wrestle and
play football.
Rebecca A. Doyle-Morin ⋅ I am feeling very
grateful during these times to still be living on
my childhood family farm with my husband
Bryan and two kiddos, Elia (10) and Oliver (7).
I am also still in the biology department at
UW–Platteville, where I was recently promoted
to full professor. It has been a particularly
interesting year for us, as we were supposed to
be in Asia (seeing Katie Wroblewski Diop ʼ00!)
and Australia for my sabbatical this past spring.
Unfortunately, COVID-19 made for a last-minute
change in plans. Instead, I finally found the
opportunity to develop a collaboration with
Gretchen Gerrish ʼ98 on a fun, new direction for
my research—freshwater mussels! It also gave
me the time to work on strengthening the native
pollinator program I have started on campus,
with the help of another awesome fellow alum,
Amy Seeboth-Wilson ʼ04. The extra family and
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farm time has been good for us all—a much
needed reminder to slow down a bit when
we can! Hope you all remain happy and
healthy as we lead into our 20th cluster
reunion next summer!
James R. Eagan ⋅ Intissar and I welcomed
Lucien Amir, our beautiful prince of light (more
light!), into our lives this past February. We live
in Paris, where I am an associate professor of
computer science at Télécom Paris, Institut
Polytechnique de Paris.
Jesse D. Gilbert ⋅ I have been trying to read as
much as possible when I have the time. Usually,
I will walk in one of the local parks during the
week. I am always surprised by how hot it
gets here in the summer, and so I usually stay
indoors most of the time. Finally, I have been
trying to observe safest practices in order to
stay healthy. I took a class in book-keeping at
the local community college system.
Shandra Feldthouse Helman ⋅ Hello, fellow
Lawrentians!! I have never been more grateful
for “Light, More Light!” than in these past few
months. My primary job (lately) has been to
take care of our 7 year old, Alec, and 2 year
old, Ian. I have loved this unexpected time
together, but am also loving preparing for
my 13th year (lucky!) teaching at Idaho State
University. Several months ago, I was hoping
to attend our 20th reunion; this update will
have to do for now! I cannot wait for when we
can all safely gather again. Sending love from
Pocatello, Idaho.
Cara M. Helmke ⋅ Iʼve lived in Camas, Wash.,
for four years with my husband, Darin, and
our miniature schnauzer, Brando. We love
the Pacific Northwest and its abundance of
local beer, wine, produce and hiking trails.
Weʼre especially fans of how well the climate
supports Asian gardening. In addition to
being members of the Portland Japanese
Garden and Lan Su Chinese Garden, weʼve
also transformed our yard into a Japanese
garden. We enjoy home improvement projects,
remodeling and parade of home tours. Iʼm
looking forward to our 20th cluster reunion
next summer.
Laura B. Knudson ⋅ Jason M. Tennessen ʼ01
We are currently residing in Bloomington, Ind.,
with our two F1 progeny/children aged 8 and
4, two kittens and a plethora of native plants.
We both work at Indiana University where it is
made very clear to us daily that we are not 20
years old anymore. Laura is a family medicine

physician with the Indiana University Student
Health Center, where she heads up a genderaffirming care team for transgender students.
Jason is an associate professor of biology at
Indiana University. Our kids, Peter and Celia,
keep us laughing, grimacing and guessing daily
(particularly since COVID-19 created ample
family time). We request you wear that darn
mask. Please.
Katherine Moore Milella ⋅ In July of 2019,
I began a new job at Aurora Summit Medical
Center as a patient service representative for
the neurology department. It has been a huge
change from teaching French, but I have learned
it so much! I definitely picked a unique year to
switch to healthcare, and I am excited to see
where this new path may lead.
Tyler J. Ratajczak, Elizabeth Schneider Ratajczak
Beth (Schneider) Ratajczak and I both continue
to work at Wayland Academy in Beaver Dam,
Wis. Beth has been the Chair of Science since
2014 and is nearly finished with her M.Ed.
from Antioch University New England with
a concentration in mindfulness. During the
summer of 2016, she completed her 200-hour
Yoga Alliance teacher certification and also
received a Wellness Champion Certificate from
Breathe for Change. Beth continues to create
mindfulness practices for the entire student
body as well as all employees at Wayland.
I completed my M.A. in philanthropy and
development from St. Maryʼs University of
Minnesota in August of 2019. The entire family
of four is doing well!
Jessica Seaberg Seidlitz ⋅ Hello class of 2000!
What strange times we are living in! Itʼs hard to
believe that graduation was 20 years ago. Where
has the time gone ... I am living in Savage,
Minn., with my husband (Mike) and our two
kids, James and Anna, who will be entering
second and first grade in the fall! Iʼm a realtor
with Edina Realty and enjoying lots of time in
our 10,000 lakes this summer with the kids!
Hope to be able to make my way to Appleton
sometime soon!
Justin L. Staker ⋅ My wife (Kerri) and I have two
girls, Sawyer (3.5 years) and Alice (1.5 years). I
earned my Ph.D. in 2017, and I am now working
as an assistant professor at the University
of Minnesota doing research on athleteʼs
shoulders and teaching in the Division of
Physical Therapy. Go Vikes! (and Go Gophers!)

2002
Anneliese M. DeDiemar ⋅ I reside in
Washington D.C. with my wife Lacey
Capps. I am the Director of Marketing and
Communications for the Equipment Leasing &
Finance Foundation located in the heart of D.C.,
a non-profit organization dedicated to inspiring
thoughtful innovation and contributing to the
betterment of the $900 billion equipment
leasing and finance industry. I have extensive
experience in arts marketing in Chicago and
Washington D.C. and continue to consult and
present nationally on non-profit integrated
marketing and communications best practices,
including seminars for the American Marketing
Association, Americans for the Arts, Maryland
Citizens for the Arts, ARTSFAIRFAX and Theatre
Washington.
Chuck Erickson ⋅ I am starting my fifth year as
an independent educational consultant with
College Connectors. I am really enjoying this
work helping students and families navigate
the college search and application process.
www.collegeconnectors.com. E-Ben and I
have been together for 14 years. He is starting
his 20th year as a teacher and his 10th year
at Green Bay West High School as a special
education teacher. We canʼt wait to get back
on the road to visit colleges and friends. Let us
know if you are coming to Appleton for a visit!
Nathan S. Heffel, William J. Burrow ʼ00
For Nathan’s entry, see p. 58 in the class of
2000 section.
Beth Achille Lambert ⋅ I am the Director of
Innovative Teaching and Learning at the Maine
Department of Education. I lives in Fairfield,
Maine, with my husband, Greg, and daughters
Lillian (16) and Paige (9).
Wesley E. Miksa ⋅ Iʼm now living in
Yorktown, Va., and work at NASA where I
handle environmental planning and oversee
preservation of NASA Langley Research Centerʼs
historic resources, including the facility where
Neil Armstrong trained to land on the moon.
Sarah and I will soon be celebrating our 10year anniversary and enjoy every day with our
wonderful children, Mirabel (4) and Cora (1).
Weʼre grateful for friends nearby and afar (even
though Iʼm not always good at keeping in
touch). In my free time I develop systems for
constructing sustainable building structures,
medical devices and atmospheric carbon
capture. I love to get good sleep, especially
Stage 4 non-REM deep sleep.
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Nidhi Podar Mundhra ⋅ I have spent the
(endless) lockdown in Mumbai with my
husband Brijʼs big fat Indian joint family,
which has been (surprisingly) fun. Having an
energetic 8-year-old daughter who is learning
to be somewhat independent is exciting. The
year started off with me applying for a Ph.D. in
English literature at my local university but the
proposal wasnʼt accepted. I was due to visit
an old Lawrentian buddy of mine, Numayr, in
Geneva in March, but COVID-19 decided that
this meeting after 18 years wasnʼt meant to be!
But all in all, this time has been one that has
made me count my blessings.
Jonah C. Nigh ⋅ I was recently promoted to
senior director of individual giving at the
Jewish Museum in New York City. In June,
I was appointed to the Bronx Community Board
by Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr.
Board members help make decisions regarding
land use, allocation of the cityʼs budget and
the delivery of city services as they relate to
their districts. I currently live in the Bronx
(near Yankee Stadium) with my husband,
Patrick Herron.
Wellington V. Phillips, Dahlia Wallace
Phillips ʼ04 ⋅ Dahlia and I are doing OK in
spite of having to adjust to having our three
children full-time at home while Dahlia works
from home. We have started on our fourth year
in the Virginia/D.C. area but have been notified
of our next assignment to Florida, moving next
summer. It has been very insightful working at
the Pentagon and certainly one of the highlights
of my military career.
Joslyn E. Vandermause ⋅ I am tremendously
proud of all my 40 piano students who worked
with me weekly through our transition to
online lessons. None of us had connected in
this way prior to mid-March. With the help of
my tech-guru husband of 18 years, Aaron was
a life-line to help me operate and recreate my
piano teaching. My students all grew in new
ways, and since lessons became more possible
during day-time hours (versus after-school), my
husband and I enjoyed more time together in
the evenings. Thankfully, we have stayed well,
and we enjoy a simpler, quieter home-life with
more time to read, garden, cook, exercise and
take drives together. I wish everyone reading an
enriched inner peace, life and health!
Michael Vernon ʼ02 Chad Zutter ʼ03 ⋅ I recently
married Mike Vernon. We both live in the
LaCrosse, Wis., area. Mike works as a day-trader
while I, Chad, manage several properties and
am the voice of the local high school athletics
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department on several AM radio stations.
We couldnʼt be happier after years of a long
distance relationship that kept Mike in Spain
and myself in Wisconsin.

2004
Melissa M. Batog ⋅ I decided to embark on the
journey of motherhood. On March 1, 2020, I
had a beautiful baby girl, Sophie Jean Batog. We
are both living in Franklin, Wis., where I teach
English as a second language to students in
grades kindergarten through fifth. I canʼt wait to
see what the next chapter of our lives together
will become.
Sara Bergene Bayram ⋅ Hope everyone is
staying safe and well. I was just thinking about
our reunion last summer, which was a lot more
fun than our current situation. Not much to
report. Just trying to stay sane between full-time
caring for our almost-4 year old and working
full-time jobs. Of course, very fortunate to still
have a job; still at U.S. Department of Justice in
the Civil Division. Our mini-schnauzer Jasper is
the only one who is living his best life right now.
Best wishes to all for sanity and good health.
Nicole Kocken Beck, Paul D. Beck ⋅ I received
my masterʼs degree in art education in 2016 and
continue to teach art at a local high school. Paul
works for J.P. Morgan Chase. Together, we are
raising four future Lawrentians (Norah, Pierce,
Andrew and Isaac) and navigating all the twists
and turns that 2020 can throw at us.
Christopher M. Chan ⋅ My first book, a volume
of mystery literary criticism, Sherlock & Irene:
The Secret Truth Behind A Scandal in Bohemia,
was published by MX Publishing in August:
(https://mxpublishing.com/products/sherlockirene-the-secret-truth-behind-a-scandal-inbohemia?_pos=1&_sid=263dc49a2&_ss=r).
MX Publishing specializes in Sherlock Holmesthemed books and supports many charitable
causes. For every book sold through the MX
website, a tree will be planted at the Happy Life
Childrenʼs Home in Kenya.
Kevin T. Dreyer, Larissa Forde Dreyer ⋅ I (Kevin)
guided the Hartford Parks and Rec 8U NFL
Flag Football team to perfect 8-0 record in the
fall of 2019. Local newspapers proclaimed the
plucky group of youngsters only excelled on the
gridiron thanks to guile and Nostradamus-like
foresight of Coach Kevin.
Sara D. Earnshaw ⋅ I was inspired to submit
class notes for the first time after reading all
of yours! Itʼs hard to believe itʼs been six years

since our 10-year reunion and reconnecting
with so many of you. Since then, I returned to
London from Hong Kong and met & moved
in with my partner, Dan. We recently relocated
(in the middle of the COVID-19 crisis, no less!)
to Bristol, in the southwest of England. Iʼve
left the sexier worlds of advertising and wine
for technology and will soon celebrate five
years at Salesforce, where I currently work as
EMEA Success Director for our data solutions
products. Dan and I love to travel in our
free time and are hoping to fly to Iceland
next month.
Laura M. Fessler ⋅ After working in sales after
graduation, I obtained my Bachelor of Science
in nursing from IUPUI in 2008 and worked as a
cardiac nurse in Chicago, then moved to Dallas
to work in a Cardiovascular ICU while obtaining
my Master of Science in nursing at UT-Arlington
to become an adult gerontology acute care
nurse practitioner. I moved to Houston,
Texas, in 2019 and am now working as a nurse
practitioner at Houston Methodist Hospital,
currently working with cardiac patients and
COVID-19 ICU patients. I have two rescue dogs
and have helped foster >125 rescue animals
over the past six years—amazingly Iʼve only kept
one of the dogs.
Kevin M. Peters, Erin Smith Peters ʼ03 ⋅ I am
now working as a booking agent in the Theater/
Performing Arts Center market for G.L. Berg
Entertainment. Last year, I made the move to
Chaska, Minn., where I hope to stay put after
many years of moving. I hope to find new
conducting opportunities in the west suburbs,
so I can continue to stay involved in music.
Polly M. Shoemaker ⋅ In November 2019,
I accepted a new position as the Wisconsin
Guardianship Support Center Managing
Attorney at the Greater Wisconsin Agency on
Aging Resources (GWAAR). I am on the Bar
Relations Committee with the Wisconsin State
Bar and was recently appointed the committeeʼs
liaison to the State Barʼs Diversity & Inclusion
Oversight Committee. I am also serving on the
boards of the Madison Knitters Guild and Trans
Law Help Wisconsin and play in the Middleton
Community Orchestra.
Lindsay Moore Siegel, Nicholas M. Siegel ʼ03
My husband Nick Siegel and I celebrated our
daughter Naomiʼs first birthday this July.
Emma Sweet, Colin P. Powell ⋅ Colin and I are
still living on our farm on the coast of Maine.
We welcomed our fourth (and final!) child in
August of 2018, Abigail Blackburn Rose Sewell.
(After three wonderful home births, Nabbyʼs
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was a difficult pregnancy that ended three weeks
early with a C-section.) Colin has spent the last
several years working remotely as a software
engineer for a number of startups and is also
currently serving as the Chair of the Board of
Selectmen in our town. Iʼm at home with the
kids and the chickens.

2006
Bonnie E. Alger ⋅ After commissioning as an
officer in the United States Army in spring
of 2019, I graduated from the Basic Officer
Leadersʼ Course at the Army School of Music
in September 2019 and assumed the role of
Executive Officer of the 1st Cavalry Division
Band at Fort Hood, Texas, later that month. My
biggest joy, though, since moving to Texas has
been the adoption in March 2020 of my shelter
pup Maurice, a 7-year-old shepherd mix. He is,
of course, a very good boy!
Anna Kiel Freiberg ⋅ My husband, Justin, and
I welcomed our second son, Henry Timm Kiel
Freiberg, on July 23, 2019. He was a week early
and still weighed 10 pounds! Big brother, Teddy,
is loving his new sibling. I recently started a
new job in September 2018 as a psychometrist
at the Medical College of Wisconsin where
I work for the Department of Neurology in
the Center for Imaging Research. I perform
neuropsychological assessments on patients
with epilepsy and aphasia.
Lauren Roznowski Hayden ⋅ My husband,
Mike, and I are still enjoying life in Wauwatosa,
Wis., where we live, teach orchestra together,
and parent our daughters (Harper, 6, Frances,
4). The pandemic has been trying for our family
as we attempted to navigate teaching orchestra
classes virtually. The summer has brought relief
in camping, gardening, painting, making music
and kayaking. We have been lucky enough to
have two Black Lives Matter parades go directly
by our house! We are nervous about what the
fall brings for our schools and our familyʼs
health, but until then, we continue to enjoy our
time together. I miss my LU Party Stripe, but
luckily we text almost daily.
Siri R. Hellerman ⋅ I had a baby! Lydia Ruth
Hellerman was born in Minneapolis on
May 4, 2020. These first weeks of her life
have been a bit different than I imagined due
to the pandemic, but weʼre all happy and
healthy, and Lydia is growing fast!
Abak A. Hussain ⋅ Hello! I am Abak Hussain.
Iʼm currently living in Dhaka, Bangladesh, my
hometown, with my wife, Sabrina. Iʼm the editor

of the Editorial and Op-ed Department at Dhaka
Tribune. We like traveling as much as possible,
or we did until the pandemic. I recently won the
Iceland Writers Alumni Award.
Peter A. Maldonado, Sarah Mohrmann
Maldonado ʼ08 ⋅ If you have found this
message in a bottle, please be assured that
Peter, Sarah, Oliver (5), August (2) and Maggie
the wonder-corgi (8) are doing well, despite the
year 2020. Peter has been working remotely
since February and trying to improve his skills
at making preschooler-approved dinners.
Sarah is now in her third trimester with a baby
girl! We are thrilled to be non-conformists and
buck the trend of the disappearing middle
child in America. Oliver drew his first comic
strip this week and August loves to dive into a
pile of pillows like a pro-wrestler from the top
rope. Every. Day. Lastly, the Maldonados wish
everyone great health, serenity and love.
Shannon A. McCue ⋅ My husband, Jacob
Adams, and I purchased our first home in
Tuscaloosa, Ala., in October of 2019. I continue
to love my job as the Director of the West
Alabama Arts Education Collaborative, where
we seek to bring high quality arts education to
all Alabama public school students, especially
those in rural and impoverished areas. On
Feb. 25, 2020, we welcomed our second son,
Jesse Daniel Adams, to our family. Everyone is
doing well!
Lou E. Perella ⋅ I was abducted by aliens back
in January 2020. They recently returned me to
my quaint little home in Rhode Island and boy
was I in for a shock! 2020 is crazy!! The good
news is, aliens have discovered time travel, and
I got to see what the world is like in the future.
Donʼt worry people, weʼre going to be OK! Now
I know what youʼre thinking, “what is it like to
be abducted?” Let me tell you, my hosts were
gracious and kept the poking and prodding
to a minimum. The universe is a remarkable
place and the only reason they picked me is
because they wanted me to propagate an entire
civilization. No big deal. As exciting as that was,
Iʼm happy to be safe and healthy at home with
my beautiful family again.
Meghan C. Phillipp ⋅ I was recently selected
to join the second class of Baumhart Scholars
at the Quinlan School of Business in Chicago.
Baumhart Scholars is a highly selective
program within Loyolaʼs M.B.A. that equips
purpose-driven professionals with the skills,
values, and networks to do well and do good
in their careers. This program will support
my aspirations to become a more effective
leader and give me a strategic edge to continue

shaping strategies that achieve community
good. It is a tremendous honor and privilege
to be recognized as a Baumhart Scholar, and
I aim to build upon this experience to maximize
opportunities to make a lasting impact.
Michael B. Schrimpf ⋅ In April, I remotely
defended my Ph.D. in ecology and evolution at
Stony Brook University, and I have since started
a postdoctoral fellowship at the University of
Manitoba in Winnipeg, Canada.
Peter E. Snyder ⋅ In the last three years, Iʼve
finished a Ph.D. in computer science from the
University of Illinois at Chicago. I am now the
Senior Privacy Researcher at Brave Software,
and I co-chair PING, the privacy review group in
the W3C, the main web standards body. I live in
San Francisco currently but am looking forward
to moving back to Chicago within the year.
Allison Yakel ⋅ After one year on the tenure
track in the Spanish department at Lawrence,
I made the difficult decision to relocate back to
Houston, Texas, in pursuit of a career outside
of academia. NB: the decision was difficult,
but NOT because I didnʼt want to make it—
I did. It simply wasnʼt easy to think about having
to let down everyone at Lawrence who has
supported me over the years. I currently direct
the language services department at the Harris
County Psychiatric Center in Houston, and work
part time for a multinational tech company
as a computational linguist. Iʼm helping train
Amazon Lex chatbots to understand and
communicate in U.S. Spanish. Truthfully, I have
never been happier.

2008
Mallory J. Carl ⋅ Due to COVID-19, my fiancé
and I had to postpone our May 1 wedding and
will finally be getting married on Oct. 9 even if
it just ends up being a smaller ceremony. I am
still working as a financial advisor with Edward
Jones and am currently studying for my second
professional designation in the field.
Carolyn F. Castonguay ⋅ We welcomed
Aubrey Mae in April. Claire is very excited
to be a big sister!
Alexander P. Cohen ⋅ I work at the Office of
Chief Medical Examiner of the City of New York
and live in Brooklyn with my fiancee.
Nicole A. Dabney ⋅ My husband Mike and I are
excitedly awaiting the arrival of our baby girl
this October. I am entering my second year
as Director of International Operations at
North Cross School in Roanoke, Va.
LAWRENCE
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Mariel Koons Deines ⋅ My husband Aaron
and I welcomed baby Mira to the world in
January 2020. Isolating with a newborn during
a pandemic has been intense, but with the
unexpected benefit that after my leave I was
able to return to my job as a patent paralegal
working from home.
Austin R. Flygt ⋅ Hello! I miss you all! What a
time to be alive! Aug. 15, 2020, I am marrying
the love of my life Elizabeth Martin. Our original
plans changed drastically, but we made it
happen. Still thinking about trying to connect
with everyone from the past. Trying to take the
time to reconnect and solidify all relationships.
Wish you well. I am still living in Chicago and
teaching in CPS.
Ana-Lisa P. Jones ⋅ In 2014 I graduated from
Babson College with my M.B.A. in finance and
have worked in consulting ever since. I still
manage to keep up with my violin playing, both
with a local orchestra and as a fiddler in the
Bain & Company band! My husband Jeremy
and I married in 2018 and live in the North
End neighborhood of Boston. Thanks to the
pandemic, weʼre enjoying a welcome break from
business travel, and have put our new free time
at home to use by fostering three kittens: Spot,
Whiskers and Bonnie.
Stephanie A. Kirk ⋅ I recently completed five
years of service at the Department of Homeland
Security, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services (USCIS). Additionally, I have also
completed three years in the Air Force Reserves.
I am currently working on a Master of Science
and Technology Intelligence (MSTI) at National
Intelligence University. I am always thankful
for the foundational education I received at
Lawrence University and the continued support
I receive from current and retired faculty
members who have supported me at Lawrence
University and throughout my developing career
path; thank you for your dedication.
Heidi J. Konsela ⋅ I work as a compliance
analyst at Kirkland & Ellis LLP. After living in
Chicago for more than a decade, I recently
moved to Milwaukee with my boyfriend and
our cool cat Gizmo.
Nathan P. Litt ⋅ Hello, all! 2019 was a
rollercoaster of a year with some personal
family challenges, but also some personal
highlights like starting a business in August
and getting married in September. We were
hopeful that 2020 was going to be a more
gentle and even keel year for us, but as weʼre
all aware, that certainly hasnʼt been the case
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globally. Life has been a blur, feeling fast and
slow simultaneously. The new business is
doing well and continues to grow; we are now
a team of eight, whereas it was just me and my
business partner a year ago. Iʼm grateful for all
the Lawrence friends and connections who have
been so supportive over the last year. Thank you
and be well!
Michael D. Lund Ziegler ⋅ Our family moved
to the northeast suburbs of Cleveland last
fall. I began as Director of Education with The
Fine Arts Association in Willoughby, Ohio, in
September. A partnership between The Fine Arts
Association and Lake Erie College in Painesville,
Ohio, will have me taking on the additional
role of Director of Instrumental Studies at the
college this fall. Finally, Melissa and I are excited
to be welcoming our third child this December.
Sarah Mohrmann Maldonado, Peter A.
Maldonado ʼ06 ⋅ For Sarah's entry see page 61
in the class notes of 2004 section.
Stephen G. Marquis, Maria Giere Marquis ⋅
We are celebrating 10 years of marriage this
year—itʼs hard to believe how time has flown
by! Maria is in her second year of running her
own consulting practice and recently passed the
milestone of narrating 50 audiobooks. Steve is
leading an engineering team at his job at Coda
and enjoying time playing with our giant golden
retriever, Ned.
Kelsey K. McNellis ʼ08 ⋅ We welcomed Madolyn
Olivia, a healthy baby girl, in November of 2019.
She is named after fellow LU alum Madolyn
Machon Brown ʼ07.
Emily K. Meranda ⋅ I completed five years
teaching arts and humanities at The de Paul
School in Louisville, Ky., in May 2020. In my
final year in Kentucky I presented an interactive
lecture “Performing Arts for Students with
Learning Differences” at the Independent
Schools Association of the Central States
national conference. In June, I relocated to
Fredericksburg, Va., with my partner, Captain
Daniel Kingsley of the United States Air Force.
I now teaches kindergarten STEM with The
Merit School.
Lisa P. Morris ⋅ I have worked for
SpringerNature for six years as of this June,
which means that this is my first full year as a
senior editorial assistant and my seventh year
in Washington Heights, NYC (though really, all
things being equal, 2020 doesnʼt actually exist
and neither does time).

Nikola M. Radoshevich ⋅ I now live in my
hometown of beautiful Colorado Springs, Colo.,
where I teach, to the public and my employees,
automotive technology, diagnostics and general
knowledge on the subject. I often travel about
looking for classic car projects so be on the
lookout for me making a visit.
Julianne H. Spencer ⋅ I am married (Jerrald,
eight years) with two daughters (Mari, 3, and
Zuri, 1). I am currently a principal R&D engineer
at Medtronic in Minnesota.
Kendra A. Sundt ⋅ I have been working as a
licensed veterinary technician for the past six
years (basically I am a nurse). It is a rewarding
and fascinating job. We are considered essential
workers so I have been fortunate to have
steady work during the pandemic. It has been
exhausting though as we have been very busy.
Aleksandra A. Turek ⋅ After an adventurous two
years in Dublin, Ireland, my partner Gregory and
I came back to New York in October of 2018.
With new skills and experience acquired in tech
at Squarespaceʼs Dublin and New York offices,
I have returned to work at Columbia University,
this time for the Harriman Institute for Russian,
Eurasian and East European Studies. Given my
Polish heritage, I am quite happy to combine
my passion for higher education and personal
background in a professional capacity. Greg
manages a cellular and structural biology lab at
Rockefeller University. We live in Morningside
Heights with our Labradoodle, Saki, and plan
to throw a wedding as soon as the pandemic
allows for it.
Emily A. Vieyra ⋅ Like all of us, Iʼve been busy
navigating life during a pandemic. My little girl,
Grace, turned 1 in June and exists to remind me
that there is hope for the future of this world.
Hang in there, everyone.
Paris D. Wicker ⋅ I am in the third year of a
Ph.D. in educational leadership and policy
analysis at the University of WisconsinMadison. I research educational/academic
well-being for Black and Indigenous students
at the relational/interactional level to see
how the journey to well-being shapes college
relationships, leadership, student development
and success outcomes. In December 2019,
my partner Roger and I welcomed our second
daughter, Elodie Grace Wicker. Our first
daughter, Jubilee, is 2 years old and delighted
to be a big sister. The pandemic has given us
ample opportunity to spend time together at
our home near Madison, Wis.
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2010
Murtaza E. Amiryar ⋅ I canʼt believe it has been
10 years since I graduated from LU. In that time,
I have traveled to over 15 countries around the
world, founded and sold a business magazine
in Afghanistan (BusinessDNA.af), started and
still manage two consulting firms, both engaged
in international development, and most
recently, moved to the U.S., my new home.
Most exciting of all, I am becoming the father
of a baby boy this fall. Despite the COVID-19
pandemic, I have a lot to be grateful for. I am
proud of being an alumnus of LU, which gave
me the courage, skills and intellectual rigor
to navigate the world with confidence.
(703-215-6248)
Jennifer L. Grogan ⋅ I am an associate at a
lobbying firm in my hometown, Cleveland.
I manage the company administration and
political campaign practice. I am very grateful
for Lawrence University and the Lawrence
Christian Fellowship. I look forward to catching
up with everyone next year!
Corinne E. Jones ⋅ I have been living in
Madison, Wis., since 2013 and working at
Epic (healthcare software company) in quality
assurance since 2015. Iʼm still involved in
music; Iʼm a part of the 100-person Verona Area
Concert Band and play in several musical pits
each year. German is also still a big part of my
life as well; Iʼve been a part of the Germanspeaking community since arriving in Madison,
and I run a Stammtisch conversation group at
Epic, too. I love traveling, everything outdoors,
and spending time with friends, family, and my
familyʼs dogs!
Michael R. McCain, MacKenzie E. Fye
McCain ʼ11 ⋅ I successfully completed my
masterʼs program at Vandercook College of
Music in Chicago with a degree in music
education. I continue to traverse the unknown
waters of teaching high school band over Zoom.
I desperately hope to celebrate with all of my
classmates at reunion in June 2021!
Christopher J. McGeorge ⋅ I defended my
doctoral dissertation, “Mediums for the
Masses: Stained Glass and Murals in the Age of
Mechanical Reproduction,” and graduated with
my Ph.D. in art history from the University of
Southern California. I joined the board of Flint
Public Art Project and helped produce over 100
murals in the city of Flint, Mich., during the
summer of 2019. I am now a worker-owner and
lead project manager at Wild Blue Studios.

Katherine R. Meckel ⋅ I won a prestigious
travel award to the Federation of European
Neuroscience Societies biennial conference in
Glasgow, Scotland. COVID-19 derailed what
would have been my first trip out of the country.
I comforted myself by sharing Scottish tea and
biscuits with my partner, Alex Stickle ʼ10, and by
cuddling with our new cats, Data and Lore.
Jessica A. Newsome ⋅ Iʼm still in nonprofits,
but now from home. I joined Alternatives, Inc.,
in March 2020, LIKE THE WEEK OF COVID-19.
It was a weird transition, but I love the mission,
the executive director, and being a boss social
worker. Alternatives provides behavioral health
therapy and restorative justice services to
Chicago Public Schools and we are literally
the <alternative> to police in schools. Iʼm still
in touch with some Lawrence kids including
Nathan Lane ʼ10, Kate Hatlak ʼ08, Mallory Carl,
Christine Blust, and all these ʼSconnies that live
in Chicago but are far too numerous to name.
I got engaged to Brian Neal (not a Lawrentian)
and we are getting married October 2021 if
there is a vaccine. Health to you all.
Michael D. Toycen ⋅ I live in Chippewa Falls,
Wis., and am an owner/operator in Toycen
Automotive Group. I am a 2019 graduate of
the National Automobile Dealer Associationʼs
(NADA) Dealer Academy. Active in the NADAʼs
NextGen Leadership Club PAC, I currently sit as
a NextGen representative on NADAʼs Federal
Regulatory Affairs Group.

2012
Cameron D. Blegen ⋅ On Super Bowl Sunday
(Feb. 2, 2020) we welcomed our first child (a
boy!), Warren Allan Blegen, into the world.
Megan J. Childs ⋅ After eight years living and
teaching in Iraq, I moved back to the U.S. with
my family in January 2020. We are up to four:
me, my husband Rafid and our children, Francis
(2017) and Teresa (2019). We feel very fortunate
to have moved back before COVID-19 hit! We
have settled just outside Detroit, and I have
completed certification courses to get licensed
to teach in Michigan and am looking forward to
a crazy year of teaching in a pandemic.
Valerie R. Nelson-Ray, Caleb E. Ray ⋅ My
husband, Caleb Ray, and I welcomed our
daughter, Sigrid Mae Nelson-Ray, in October of
2019. Iʼll be starting an executive M.B.A. degree
at Dukeʼs Fuqua School of Business this fall
with an anticipated graduation in the spring
of 2022.

Neel Patel, Anna K. Jankowski ⋅ Anna Jankowski
and I are happily married and living in Portland,
Ore. This is my last year of residency in
Diagnostic Radiology before heading to San
Francisco for a year-long abdominal imaging
fellowship. Anna is working as a labor delivery
nurse here in Portland. We have thankfully kept
our jobs during COVID-19 and are trying our
best to help out where we can.
Thomas R. Pilcher, Amy L. Sandquist ʼ11 ⋅ We
are thrilled to announce that we have a large
pumpkin vine (that we didnʼt plant) growing
out of our compost bin. So far thereʼs only one
pumpkin, but it is huge! In other news, our
daughter Joanna turned 1 year old in April, and
sheʼs just the best.
Samantha Nimmer Puckett ⋅ 2019 brought
an addition to the Puckett household. In
August, we finally got to meet and bring Leroy,
a Pembroke-Welsh Corgi, to his forever home!
Leroy likes to spend his time “protecting” our
backyard from anything that moves, playing
endless hours of fetch and then taking lots
of naps. When we arenʼt spoiling Leroy, my
husband, Derek, and I enjoy spending time at
our family cottage, kayaking and watching a
variety of sports (if/when they are able to safely
return). Derek currently works for State Farm
in Kaukauna, Wis. Sam teaches social studies
at Freedom High School and is also the Head
Varsity Volleyball Coach. Hereʼs to a better end
to 2020!
Allison M. Shinnick ⋅ In July of 2020, I
completed four years of working for the
Frances Clark Center for Keyboard Pedagogy.
In addition to serving in the piano faculty at
the New School for Music Study in Princeton,
N.J., I served as Digital Communications and
Engagement Coordinator, which included
facilitating the National Conference on
Keyboard pedagogy in 2019 and producing a
webinar series in response to the challenges
facing teachers and pianists during COVID-19.
This fall Iʼm excited to return to the Midwest
to begin my D.Mus. in piano performance and
Pedagogy at the University of Michigan.
Breanna A. Skeets ⋅ This year has been
successful for me and my husband; we were
finally able to save up to buy our first home
in Commerce City, Colo.! Professionally, I was
named one of the top performing financial
center managers in Colorado at Bank of
America. As an assistant vice president, I have
the opportunity to open a brand new financial
center in Denver.
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Lauren S. Thompson ⋅ I graduated from UW–
Stevens Point with a Bachelor of Science in early
childhood education and am now pursuing an
additional teaching license in special education.
My partner, Morgan Ringeisen, and I are
engaged to be married in August 2021.

Biyue Dai ⋅ I graduated from the University
of Iowa in December 2019 with a Ph.D. in
biostatistics. I now live in Indianapolis and work
for Eli Lilly and Company as a research scientist
in statistics, supporting clinical development of
diabetes therapies.

Phillip W. Jindra ⋅ I proposed to my girlfriend of
six years, Tessa Komorowski, on Aug. 15, 2019,
in Door County (not far from Björklunden). We
thankfully planned our wedding for October
2021. Hopefully weʼll be able to have a big virusfree celebration by that time.

Elissa C. Tikalsky ⋅ I got a puppy! Heʼs the
cutest, spunkiest, cuddliest little guy. I thought
Iʼd spice up the marriages and professional
achievements with some truly important
content. I hope youʼre all doing well!

Catherine M. DeMets ⋅ Hi, friends! In a few
twists of fate, my fiance Rudy, our two adorable
and egregiously behaved rescue dogs and I have
found ourselves living in Madison, Wis., over
the past year. Iʼm wrapping up my time with
an environmental nonprofit here in town as I
begin a Ph.D. in urban and regional planning at
UW–Madison to further my work in sustainable
food systems I also continue to nurse ambitions
of starting my own wood-fired pizza and gelato
business, although that dream has joined our
wedding plans (and several other dubious
career aspirations) on the back burner while we
ride out the pandemic. Sending my best wishes
for continued safety and wellbeing to you all.

Aric V. Lee ⋅ I am currently working on my
Doctor of Music in Tallahassee, Fla., at Florida
State University. Along with my doctorate,
I perform with local orchestras and am on the
faculty at a local college. Wishing all of my
fellow 2014 classmates well!

Carolyn R. Tomecek ⋅ I married David
Christensen in June 2019, and we reside in
a suburb of Chicago where I also teach high
school English. In August 2020, I graduated
from Northwestern University with a Master of
Arts in English literature with a specialization
in American literature. I wrote my thesis on
Bergsonian philosophy of time in Marcel
Proustʼs Remembrance of Things Past. Hobbies
have been few and far between while balancing
school and work, but I continue to enjoy
running @chasingthetaste on Instagram,
playing violin and daydreaming about postCOVID-19 travel.
Cassidy I. Wilson, Peter Boyle ⋅ We were
married in a small ceremony, officiated by
Matthew Cawley ʼ13, on Sept. 20, 2020 near
our home in Minneapolis.

2014
John L. Canfield ⋅ I am living in Bloomington,
Ind., and loving it! With the pandemic, I have
had more time to take advantage of all the
hiking trails and state parks in the area and
to keep up with friends around the globe (via
Zoom) with much more regularity. We even
started a majority-Lawrentian book club that
ran for two months with dedicated participants.
Then, with all the stuff causing stress out there
at the moment, Iʼve made sure to spend a little
more time on my porch reading and watching
the plants grow. I think of my Lawrence
classmates every day!
Claire Conard, Pat Mangan ʼ15 ⋅ We are staying
safe in Chicago while Pat enters his final year
at DePaul Law School and Claire is fundraising
for Writers Theatre in Glencoe, Ill. We swapped
the date for our wedding and will be celebrating
next year on Aug. 21, 2021, at good old Larry U!
We are passing the quarantimes playing lots of
board games and video games, looking forward
to celebrating Reunion 2021 next June.
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Pablo A. Galvan Tello ⋅ Still kickinʼ it.
Emily K. Hoylman, Jake Johengen ʼ15 ⋅ Jake
Johengen and I celebrated our marriage on
Dec. 28, 2019, happily surrounded by many
of our friends from Lawrence. I completed my
pharmacy residency in June, and Jake started
his family medicine residency in July. We are
keeping busy figuring out how to be health care
providers during a pandemic—not something
they cover in school! We currently live in
Northville, Mich., with our cat, Amadeus.
Tara C. Jensen ⋅ My fiancé, Johannes, and I got
engaged in Key West, Fla., this March. We plan
to marry next summer in downtown Chicago.
We also recently became homeowners and canʼt
wait to spend the rest of the summer decorating
our new place in Libertyville, Ill. Itʼs been a busy
first half of 2020!
Victoria Y. Jhong Chung ⋅ Hi Lawrentians!
Greetings from Geneva, Switzerland. I am still
around here after moving from the U.S. to
Switzerland in 2014. I am now an international
civil servant for the Global Fund, working in the
South East Asia regional team as a program
officer. I am working in the project management
of HIV, TB and Malaria programs in Laos,
Sri Lanka and the Pacific Islands. During
the COVID-19 crisis, I started working in the
COVID-19 national response of these countries.
It has been a real challenge with many stressful
moments. Luckily, Switzerland had an excellent
response to COVID-19, and strict lockdowns
never took place. I managed to hike around the
Alps and other mountains in the area. Cheers!

Rachel M. Lizzadro-McPherson ⋅ This year
has been a big year for our family. On Monday,
Jan. 13, at 7:45 p.m., my husband and
I welcomed Ember Rose Frank into the world!
She is a happy bouncing baby with a head
of hair! As for myself, I will be attending
UW–La Crosse for graduate studies in school
psychology. I am looking forward to this next
step, regardless of the mode of learning. I hope
everyone is staying safe and healthy. There is
still time and ways to make 2020 a great one!
Michael A. Mangian, Chelsea Hameister
Mangian ⋅ Justice for Breonna Taylor. Black
Lives Matter. Feminism must be intersectional.
Trans people are people, and they deserve love
and respect. The United States teeters on the
brink of fascism, therefore it is patriotic to be
anti-fascist.
Clare M. Pfeifer ⋅ I recently received a
promotion to process engineer at my current
place of work, Fred Hutchinson Cancer
Research Center, and have had the chance
to participate in supporting the Moderna
CoVPN RNA vaccine trial that is being
sponsored by a network I work with at FHCRC.
Iʼm thrilled at the opportunity to help and love
my new position!
Kelsey M. Priebe ⋅ After finishing a masterʼs
degree in clinical psychology, I will be starting
a Ph.D. in clinical psychology with an emphasis
in forensics at Sam Houston State University
this fall.
Nicholas D. Schubert ⋅ We welcomed the first
addition to our family this year with our baby
boy, Zeke Alexander Schubert. Weʼve been social
distancing, working remotely from our home in
the Madison, Wis., area doing our best to stay
active outdoors with many walks and bike rides.
Schuyler T. Thornton ⋅ I was fortunate to finish
all coursework at Rutgers Universityʼs Mason
Gross School of the Arts before the pandemic
hit! I am currently ABD and plan to complete

CLASS NOTES

my Doctor of Musical Arts in flute performance
by December 2020. I made my Off-Broadway
debut in the orchestra for the revival of Richard
Rodgersʼ No Strings at Theatre Row in NYC in
February 2020. My article on studying abroad
was published by Flute Talk, the leading flute
journal in the United States, in the fall of 2019.
I am enjoying serving on the LUAA Board
of Directors and look forward to having the
opportunity to visit campus more frequently!
Nicholas R. Waldner ⋅ I am a second-year
medical student at Rush Medical College
in Chicago, and I am pursuing a career in
emergency medicine. I was married to my
fiancée, Caroline Kusmierz, on July 31, 2020.
We are looking forward to holding a formal
celebration of our marriage in 2021.
Zhuyi Yao ⋅ After finishing my education, I
worked as a product manager in an IT company
for two years in my home country. In 2019, I got
married and came to Sydney with my husband.
Currently we havenʼt decided if we will stay here.

2016
Kathryn G. Bellile ⋅ Hello class of 2016! I just
finished my first year of medical school at the
Medical College of Wisconsin in Milwaukee.
I also got married to Matthew Bloss this
summer in a micro-coronavirus ceremony of
16 people. We live in Nashotah, Wis., on the
seminary campus where he is studying to be an
Episcopal priest and where we can go kayaking
and fishing together right from the campus
beach, which has been our pandemic pastime!
Aiden R. Campbell ⋅ I just moved back to
Colorado in June after living in Minneapolis
for four years. Itʼs been wonderful to reconnect
with childhood friends, family and, of course,
the mountains. COVID-19 permitting, I will
be working at an elementary school as a
paraprofessional for their new autism program!
Consistently throughout the summer, I have
joined protests in Aurora, Colo., demanding
justice for Elijah McClain and defunding of the
police. I miss living with Abigail Hindson ʼ16, but
we consistently send each other silly (smarmie)
voice messages.
Galen W. Dods ⋅ I am moving cross-country
once again. Having (mostly) finished my
research in SF—scientific publishing never
seems to end—Iʼm changing tracks and will be
pursuing a masterʼs degree in bioethics, tech
ethics and science policy at Duke this fall.

Paul J. Gutmann ⋅ After taking a hiatus from
academia, I am thrilled to announce that I have
moved to Oklahoma City to pursue my M.Mus.
degree in opera performance at Oklahoma City
University this fall with a graduate performance
assistantship. A big “thank you” to LU for
helping prepare me for this next step in
my career!

Erika S. Roedl ⋅ I have been actively
participating in the #BLM movement sparked
by the murder of George Floyd at its heart
in Minneapolis this summer and organizing
with the International Marxist Tendency to
overthrow the racist capitalist system. I have
published an article about the movement at
socialistrevolution.org.

Jonathan P. Hanrahan ⋅ Brooklyn, N.Y.
Sarah Axtell ʼ17 and I are enjoying each
othersʼ constant company here in Greenpoint,
Brooklyn. Helping produce WNYCʼs On
the Media from my kitchen is odd, though
things could be worse. My pet snail, Siobhan,
is thriving.

Marianthi Tangili ⋅ Starting this August, I will be
pursuing a Ph.D. at the University of Groningen,
studying aging and developing new methods to
quantify the biological aging of organisms
I am very excited to start this new chapter in
my professional life and very grateful I was
given this opportunity.

Forrest M. Jackson ⋅ Was teaching math
somehow. Then coronavirus hit. Now Iʼm
alone and make lonely tunes. Verdnt is my artist
name! Check me out on all music platforms,
but mostly SoundCloud. No? OK, your loss.
I hope everybody is doing well and staying safe
out here in this crazy world. Donʼt let COVID-19
convince you to quit. Center thyself.

Wesley S. Varughese ⋅ In January 2020,
I relocated to Dubai in the United Arab Emirates
from Chicago to establish a new entity for
my company, BCD International. Iʼve had the
pleasure to work at BCD along with a few other
Lawrentians since we graduated in 2016; while
here, Iʼm supporting our business efforts in the
Middle East, Africa and India. Itʼs been a whole
new adventure being a resident in the Gulf—if
you find yourself in this part of the world, give
me a shout!

Tracy J. Johnson ⋅ I currently live in Chicago
and graduated with an M.A. in clinical social
work from the University of Chicago in 2019.
After the death of my father right before my
graduation, I got a job in cataloging at the
Regenstein Library at the University of Chicago.
Ultimately, I am interested in pursuing a career
in end-of-life care. I spend a lot of my free time
reading, knitting, sewing and walking around
my neighborhood.
Abigail M. LaBrant ⋅ For the past four years,
I have been living in Upstate New York working
as a research analyst for Edelman Intelligence
(part of the Edelman family). Through my job,
I have cultivated specialties across corporate
reputation and crisis management, brand and
consumer strategy and media monitoring and
measurement. While I came to Rochester, N.Y.
with no connections, I have built a wonderful
network of friends and family and have
enjoyed exploring the East Coast after a
life in the Midwest. One of my biggest
accomplishments since graduation has been
educating WNYers on the good word of the
The Great Minnesota Get-Together (Food
Parade Edition 2020), helping them to dream
of Sweet Marthaʼs Cookies.
Achamaporn Punnanitinont ⋅ Hi, my name
is Nutt. I am about to start my Ph.D. program
in biomedical science with an immunology
focus. In the midst of this trying time, I am
actually very excited that I can still continue
growing my passion for science by pursuing
higher education!

Alek J. Wasserman ⋅ I graduated from the
U.S. Army School of Music in June and finally
learned how to play pop music. I am curious to
see all the innovations music educators come
up with in light of the pandemic.

2018
Sally E. Alvarado ⋅ I spent the past year
teaching music to grades 3–12 in Milwaukee.
Beginning in August, I will be teaching English
learners in my hometown of Skokie, Ill. I will be
living in Chicago with a fellow Lawrentian, but
I will be visiting my parentsʼ house frequently to
spend time with my old dog and cats.
Liam G. Evans ⋅ I am living in Milwaukee
and finished my masterʼs degree in school
counseling at Marquette University in
May 2020. Currently, I am applying for
school counseling positions in the
Milwaukee area. I couldnʼt be more thankful
or Lawrence, the people I met there, and the
opportunities provided!
Hannah F. Gjertson ⋅ I graduated in 2019
from the London School of Hygiene and
Tropical Medicine with a Master of Science
in public health. I currently work in maternal
mortality prevention.
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Trent Z. Guerrero ⋅ After graduating in 2018 and spending a year as
an intern at NREL in Golden, Colo., Iʼve started a full-time research
technician position at Solid Power, a solid-state battery research startup
based in Louisville, Colo. Iʼve been working there since January, and
I love the work and people so far, and Iʼm lucky enough to say that Iʼve
been able to keep working onsite during the pandemic without much
issue. Iʼm also lucky to say that my friends and family have stayed
healthy and safe during the pandemic. For now, Iʼve decided to stay
at Solid Power and gain some experience before considering going to
graduate school for a higher degree.
Jennifer M. Hanrahan ⋅ Iʼve been living the past two years in Brooklyn
and loving it! I just completed the two-year Circle in the Square Theatre
School Professional Musical Theatre Program. Currently, I am
figuring out what it means to be a working actor in a COVID-19/
post-COVID-19 world.

Supporting Lawrence with my time and
resources has always been important.
With my upcoming 50th Reunion in 2021,
and the Be the Light! Campaign coming to
a close, I also wanted to do something special
to honor all that Lawrence has given me.
Bruce and I have included Lawrence
in our wills and designate a collection of
Japanese woodblock prints—which we
acquired in 1989 after traveling to Asia—
for the Wriston art collection. It feels good
to have these plans in place and know
our gift will help support students and
faculty for years to come.
—Carol L. Korda ’71 and Bruce Dalgaard
Join Carol and Bruce in the
Lawrence-Downer Legacy Circle.
Visit legacygiving.lawrence.edu
to learn more.

Ashley M. Lagrange ⋅ I recently graduated from Temple University with
a M.Ed. in counseling psychology in May 2020. I am a certified school
counselor and a pre-licensed mental health therapist. I am currently a
therapist for Black Femmes and a Grassroots QTBIPoC Peer Mental
Health Counselor.
Amanda M. Leonard ⋅ I am working as the Staffing & Compliance
Coordinator for the Summer Institute for the Gifted in Stamford, Conn.
Wenchao Liu ⋅ After graduation, I completed a three-month internship
at a company in the Chicago area. When the internship ended, I
audited various classes at Northwestern and UC-San Diego. In March
2019, I came back to the same company and have been working there
since. My primary role is configuring industrial computers, which is
related to my interest in robotics. That said, I am hoping to start a
business that automates the ice resurfacing machine. Hopefully, the
first product will be ready for sale by the end of 2020. Maybe I will have
an office in Appleton, so I donʼt need to drive there all the time!
Augustus J. Lowry ⋅ Relocating to North Carolina to pursue a Ph.D.
in biochemistry at Duke University—see you in six years!
Ann M. Mercado ⋅ Hello everyone! I graduated this spring with
my masterʼs degree in music performance from the University of
Minnesota. I recently sang the role of Michaela in a production of
Carmen! Iʼm greatly humbled to say that I am doing well during
this deadly pandemic. Though there is not a lot of performing to
be done right now, I am grateful to have a job working as a
conference coordinator for a non-profit called CBE International.
This egalitarian Christian organization advocates for women and
gender-equality through biblical interpretation and shared leadership
in the church. I am enjoying Minneapolis and plan to be here for a
while working at my job and singing in this amazing city!
Amanda A. Milne ⋅ In May, I graduated from the Hartt School with
a masterʼs degree in violin performance with an emphasis in Suzuki
pedagogy. I am grateful to have been offered a full-time teaching
position at Ridgefield Suzuki School, and Iʼm looking forward to this
new chapter in Connecticut!
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Benjamin E. Peterson ⋅ Tyler Cullitan ʼ09 fired
me from The Happy Lobster food truck.
Nicolette G. Puskar ⋅ This fall I will be
attending the University of California, Berkeley
to begin a Ph.D. program in physical chemistry.
Emily M. Stanislawski ⋅ Since graduation,
I have mostly worked in youth environmental
education at various places around the country.
I have loved living and learning in so many
new areas and helping children get to know the
world around them. Since schools are out due
to the pandemic, environmental education is
pretty much on hold for now, but Iʼm excited to
see where life takes me next!
Rebecca J. Tapia ⋅ An LU Posse 8 Scholar,
I graduated from Relay Graduate School of
Education with a Master of Arts in teaching
childhood education (grades 1-6). Although
I was not able to walk across the stage due
to COVID-19, it was still an accomplishment
that lands me closer to my dreams of being
an elementary school teacher. Thatʼs not all of
the big news: I also got married! Now Rebecca
Gonzaga, my wedding had to be postponed to
2021, but we still had an intimate ceremony in
Central Park with my immediate family present.
While 2020 cancelled most things, it didnʼt
cancel love and it didnʼt cancel getting
another degree.
Eva M. Tourangeau ⋅ Hi everyone! I write to
you from my very hot upstairs room in Seattle,
where it hasnʼt rained in weeks, believe it or not.
This fall Iʼll start my second year in a statistics
Ph.D. program at the University of Washington
… online. Having done fully online classes
all of spring quarter, Iʼve become a master
at Zoom. Iʼve thought about LU and all you
lovely, interesting people a lot since moving to
Washington—Lawrentians are a seriously good
bunch! If anyone wants to visit Seattle once the
world stops ending or if youʼre already here, call
me (i.e. message me on FB)! If this Ph.D. thing
continues, Iʼll be here for a while, so take your
time. Hope everyone is staying safe in these
crazy times, and all the best.
Nijesh Upreti ⋅ I am deeply passionate
about the positive impact technology can bring
to our world. I am optimistic about the global
emphasis on big data and collective artificial
intelligence to make our lives better
by helping us invest in creative and
collaborative endeavors.

Colin S. Wolff ⋅ I was accepted into the Peace
Corps program in Ukraine and started in August
2019. We were evacuated from the country
due to the COVID-19 epidemic in March 2020.
I have since moved to St. Paul and am soon
to begin a Master of Public Policy program at
UMN-Twin Cities in the Humphrey School of
Public Affairs.

Mara S. Kissinger ⋅ Since graduation Iʼve
been spending time relaxing and planning my
wedding to my fiancé who graduated from
Lawrence last year. Iʼm going to take this next
year to work on the novel I wrote for my senior
project and see if I can get it published. Me,
Jess, and our cat Owl are hoping that in about
six months, after her Americorp term here in
Wisconsin, weʼll be moving to Oregon.

2020

Erin McCammond-Watts ⋅ Iʼve just finished
moving to Madison, Wis., with fellow Lawrence
grad Lizzy Lynch to continue working as a
musical duo as Awake for Birds. I also just
began a brand new teaching job as a music
and ensemble educator at Isthmus Montessori
Academy!!

Alexis R. Angemi ⋅ Since graduation, I have
moved to Door County for an environmental
educator internship at The Ridges Sanctuary
in Baileyʼs Harbor, Wis. I have been hiking
and exploring the treasures that Door County
has to offer! I work down the road from
Björklunden, which always keeps Lawrence and
the good times at Björk on my mind. I have
been searching for full-time positions in the
environmental education field, but I might have
the opportunity to stay on where I am currently
working so only time will tell! I am so grateful
to be in one of the most biodiverse places in
Wisconsin and learning about the species that
live here!
Gabriel L. Baker ⋅ Prior to the decision to
go virtual for the 2020 spring term, I was
fortunate to secure a job with Amazon as an
area manager within AMZL in the state of
Washington. Currently, Iʼm two weeks away
from completing Amazonʼs leadership academy,
where after I will be able to run a delivery station
with a team of a hundred associates. Given
the uncertainty of the time, I cannot express
my most sincere gratitude for having a great
start to my career. I owe many thanks to my
professors and peers who put me in a position
to succeed, given my degree in economics
and the Innovation and Entrepreneurship
interdisciplinary. Once schools open, I want to
be a mentor to Christian student athletes in
my area.
Tashi A. Haig ⋅ I recently started a new job
as a legal assistant at an immigration law firm
in Chicago and am really enjoying it so far!
Moving from Portland, Ore., to Chicago was
an experience but Iʼve already fallen in love
with Chicago.

Benjamin P. Osborn ⋅ I am excited to say
that Iʼve decided to join the Navy! I still donʼt
know for sure what my rate (job) will be, but
I am really hoping for a diver contract. Due to
coronavirus and the chaos it has left behind
in the job market, joining the Navy seemed
like a practical choice that would enable me to
experience some adventure even when the rest
of the world has hit the pause button.
Ashlei M. Raifsnider ⋅ Since graduating I
bought my first car and began training for a
year of service with City Year Columbus. I look
forward to working with like-minded people to
help underserved and low SES schools/children
to be the best they can be. However, I will miss
the Lawrence community and look forward to
reunion already.
Natasha L. Statz ⋅ After moving home halfway
through the academic year (thanks COVID-19),
I ended up moving back to the Fox Valley
area, only 15 minutes from campus! During
the quarantine I started crafting like crazy,
making tie-blankets, pillow cases & even
creating little can/wine bottle cozies. Keeping
up communication with fellow Lawrentians
has been my favorite pastime, especially with
the swim team, since we have weekly Zoom
meetings to catch up.
Helping my younger brother prepare for
his first year of college has also been an exciting
part of my life as I continue my job search.
I hope everyone else is doing well!
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MARRIAGES AND UNIONS
Cene W. Ketcham ʼ03 and Adrienne Grove, Washington, D.C.,
October 20, 2018
Kirby J. Corkill ʼ11 and Samantha Barrett Corkill, Wheaton, Ill.,
July 16, 2019
Taylor G. Scott ʼ13 and Hani M. Shamat ʼ13, Chicago, Ill.,
September 7, 2019
Dr. Emily K. Hoylman ʼ14 and Jake T. Johengen ʼ15, Northville, Mich.,
December 28, 2019
Kristen Bischel ʼ17 and Philip S. Clark ʼ15, Madison, Wis.,
December 31, 2019
Rebecca Tapia Gonzaga ʼ18 and Adam Gonzaga, New York, N.Y.,
July 2, 2020

BIRTHS

“

Abigail Baldwin Coyne ’02 and Wes Smith, Washington, D.C.,
a son, Logan William, December 16, 2019
Elizabeth Martin Flandreau ’03 and Patrick, Allendale, Mich.,
a daughter, Georgia, August 12, 2019

When I arrived on campus in 2018, I never imagined
I would be attending college during a global pandemic.
Over the past few months I have experienced a
rapid change in the way I interact with my fellow
Lawrentians, but thanks to the Lawrence Fund and
our generous donors, my sense of belonging in the
Lawrence community has only grown stronger. In
the face of uncertainty caused by the pandemic,
Lawrentians stepped up to support my fellow
students and me when we needed it most. From
Zoom meetings for student organizations to dancing
outside with my professor, your support allows me
to continue to thrive as a student and a Lawrentian
during this unique time.”
—Jason Bernheimer ʼ22

Support students like Jason with your
gift to the Lawrence Fund today!
920 -832- 6517 • go.lawrence.edu/giving

Jessica Pahnke Spicer ’03 and Peter, Waunakee, Wis., a son,
Seager Dawson, March 19, 2020
Peter F. Derpinghaus ’04 and Erica Derpinghaus, Greenbelt, Md.,
twins George Oliver Derpinghaus and Oscar Daniel Derpinghaus,
April 26, 2020
Amy G. Briggs ’04 and Joseph J. Gifford ’04, Beloit, Wisconsin,
a daughter, Frances Louisa, June 9, 2020
Momodu E. Maligi ’04, Appleton, Wis., a son, Samuel Elongima,
April 27, 2020
Valerie R. Nelson-Ray ’12 and Caleb Ray ’12, Austin, TX,
a daughter, Sigrid, October 16, 2019
Megan E. Schendel ’04 and Nathan E. Gauntt, Albuquerque, N.M.,
a son, Leo Jack, December 8, 2019
Siri R. Hellerman ’06 and John Michael Guari, Minneapolis, Minnesota,
a daughter, Lydia Ruth, May 4, 2020
Shannon A. McCue ’06 and Jacob Adams, Tuscaloosa, Alabama,
a son, Jesse Daniel, February 25, 2020
Laura Miller Husky ’07 and Blake, Houston, Texas, a daughter,
London Gene, July 16, 2019
Mollie Bodin Claar ’08 and Dru ’07, Saline, Mich., a daughter,
Abigail Marie, July 9, 2019
Anna Suechting Jacobson ’08 and Evan ’08, Lincolnwood, Ill.,
a son, Milo Porter, September 28, 2019
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DECEASED ALUMNI
Kayla M. Wilson ’08 and Ryan Walker,
Champaign, Ill., a son, Arthur Lee,
May 30, 2019
Jessica M. Vogt ’09 and Paul M.
Merley ’09, Chicago, Ill., a son,
Noah Lester, April 7, 2019
Jenna Reichel Nathan ’09 and
Brent Nathan ’10, Northfield, Ill.,
a daughter, Sarah Charlotte,
May 31, 2020
Katie Schuld McKnight ’10 and Ian,
Minnetonka, Minn., a son, Elliott Kent
McKnight, April 15, 2020.
Meredith Foshag ’10 and Luke
Fickbohm ’10, Mequon, Wis.,
Bennett William Fickbohm,
March 30, 2020.
Erik C. Borresen ’11 and Shanan,
Waukesha, Wis., a son, Bennett Clyde,
May 20, 2020
Tasmia Rahman ’11 and Shabab Wahid,
Fairfax, Va., a daughter, Izara Arohi,
January 2, 2020
Cameron D. Blegen ’12 and Maggie Barnes,
Cedarburg, Wis., a son, Warren Allan,
February 2, 2020

Dorothy Blust Putz M-Dʼ39, Milwaukee, WI,
February 29, 2020.

Dr. Joan Stidham Nist ʼ47, Opelika, AL,
April 10, 2020.

Betty Pokorney Ryan M-Dʼ40, Mequon, WI,
January 19, 2020.

James W. Ove ʼ47, Downers Grove, IL,
March 18, 2019.

Doris Williamson Voigt M-Dʼ40 Pʼ69, Racine,
WI, January 26, 2020. Family includes John G.
Voigt ʼ69.

Pauline Pautsch Putnam M-Dʼ47, Olathe, KS,
April 7, 2020.

Barbara Reisner Grossman M-Dʼ41, Oak Harbor,
WA, January 1, 2020.
Shirley Misbach Buswell M-Dʼ43, Marengo, IA,
March 22, 2020.

Homer D. Strampe ʼ47, Spirit Lake, IA,
March 21, 2020.
Carl A. Valentine ʼ47, Santa Ana, CA,
June 27, 2020.

Arlene Murphy Gage ʼ43, Ephraim, WI,
January 29, 2020.

Carroll Hedges Dawson ʼ48, Madison, WI,
December 19, 2019. Family includes James L.
Dawson ʼ49.

Irene Brooks Barton ʼ44, Vancouver, WA,
April 19, 2019.

Dr. Suzanne Sims Forrest M-Dʼ48, Laredo, TX,
April 25, 2020.

Georgiana M. Moore ʼ44, Winchester, VA,
December 25, 2019.

Marjorie Otto Goggins ʼ48, Milwaukee, WI,
April 30, 2020.

Phyllis Herold Rossal ʼ44, Green Bay, WI,
July 22, 2020.

Nancy Moran Larson ʼ48 Pʼ74, Reston, VA,
March 12, 2020. Family includes Dr. Sarah S.
Larson ʼ74.

Patricia Torson Boyd ʼ45, Santa Barbara, CA,
December 17, 2019.
Dr. Joan E. Farrell ʼ45, Ann Arbor, MI,
February 22, 2020.
Shirley Bieringer Hughson ʼ45, Santa Monica,
CA, December 25, 2019.
Bonneviere Calkins Lyle ʼ45, Winona, MN,
March 3, 2020.
Mary Vinson Dickinson ʼ46, Naples, FL,
December 21, 2019. Family includes Kathryn
Driessen Dickinson ʼ45.

Betty Opsahl Peterson M-Dʼ48, Germantown,
WI, May 13, 2020.
Barbara Dreher Roehrick M-Dʼ48, Chippewa
Falls, WI, June 9, 2020.
Thelma Van Duzee Rowe M-Dʼ48 Pʼ77,
Houston, TX, February 5, 2020. Family includes
Sharon Rowe ʼ77.
Gwenyth Fall Baker ʼ49, Fulton, MO,
March 3, 2020. Family includes Arden White
Fall ʼ53; Harry C. Fall ʼ52.

Ellen Zieper Kirchberger M-Dʼ46, Hubertus, WI,
May 28, 2019. Family includes Jo Ellen Zieper
Gohr ’74.

Dr. James M. Campbell ʼ49 Pʼ89 ʼ85,
Beaver Dam, WI, November 16, 2019. Family
includes Jeffrey J. Campbell ʼ89; Dr. Karen J.
Campbell ʼ76; Jill Campbell OʼConor ʼ85.

Betty Domrose Brown M-Dʼ47 Pʼ78, Green Bay,
WI, July 27, 2020. Family includes Jennifer K.
Brown ʼ78.

Roxybelle Brown Heyse M-Dʼ49, Mequon, WI,
August 9, 2020.

Betty Bleyer Hopkins M-Dʼ47, Reading, PA,
April 22, 2020.

Marilyn Lepley Karch M-Dʼ49, Baraboo, WI,
January 3, 2020.

Mary Risley Keller ʼ47, Dixon, IL, May 18, 2020.

Chapin E. McCabe ʼ49, Eden Prairie, MN,
December 31, 2019.

Rowene Gabriel Mahoney ʼ47, Colorado Springs,
CO, June 7, 2020.

Diana Bartle Peterson ʼ49, Madison, WI,
June 1, 2020.
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OSCAR C. “O.C.” BOLDT
O.C. Boldt passed away at age 96
June 9, at Appleton Medical
Center with family members at his
side. O.C. was a great and respected
leader in arts, education and health
organizations in the Fox Cities. His
service as a Lawrence trustee (1981–
2011; elected trustee emeritus 2011)
demonstrated his passion for Lawrence
and higher education and his strong
leadership of the college for decades.
He was a champion for building the Björklunden lodge after the fire in
1993. A seasoned fundraiser, O.C. used his energy and charisma to good
effect when he co-chaired the successful Lawrence 150 campaign in the
1990s. His leadership, counsel and generous philanthropic support
along with his wife, Patricia Hamar Boldt ’49, touched and enriched
every aspect of the college. Over the years, O.C.’s company Boldt Group
has helped enhance Lawrence’s beautiful campus, including the Warch
Campus Center. O.C. and Pat’s devotion to Lawrence has been carried
forward by Renee Goral Boldt ’85, trustee emerita and member of the
President’s Advisory Council. He is survived by his wife Pat; sons
Charles (Linda) and Thomas (Renee) and seven grandchildren and
six great-grandchildren.

STEPHEN H. McCARDELL
Stephen H. McCardell, a longtime
faculty member in Lawrence University’s
Conservatory of Music, passed away at
his home on July 29. He was 61. He is
remembered by colleagues and former
students for his devotion to music and
love of teaching. A native of Houston,
Texas, McCardell was a lifelong
musician, composer and teacher. He
joined the Lawrence faculty in 1999,
teaching music theory.
McCardell earned Bachelor of Music and Master of Music degrees in
composition from Mannes School of Music-The New School in New York
City before returning to teach at Lawrence. He taught music theory for
20 years and taught various tutorials and independent studies on a wide
range of music topics. His improvisational skills on the electric guitar
were legendary, and his home recording studio often drew up-and-coming
bands looking for his expertise.
His deep passion for music drew people to him. Students affectionately
referred to their professor by just his last name. He instilled in them not
only a deep love of music but also an enduring belief in compassion,
humor, hard work and empathy.
Stephen is survived by wife Susan Lawrence McCardell ’80, daughter
Carolyn McCardell, sister Carol McCardell and family and beloved
extended McCardell and Lawrence family across the globe.

Phyllis Finlayson Andrews ʼ50, Houston, TX,
February 25, 2019.

Mary-Alice Wilber Buss ʼ51, Algonquin, IL,
April 23, 2020.

William B. Johnson ʼ52, St. Paul, MN,
May 12, 2019.

Jean Bunks Ashton ʼ50, Norwalk, CT,
April 19, 2020.

Doris Messerschmidt Carmichael M-Dʼ51,
Sebring, FL, August 6, 2020.

Dr. Donald Dawson ʼ50, Rockport, MA,
November 25, 2019.

Thomas G. Christoph ʼ51, The Villages, FL,
April 27, 2020.

George R. Schneck ʼ52, Oshkosh, WI, May 15,
2020. Family includes Karen Schneck Nolan ʼ74;
Margaret Schneck Reehl ʼ61.

Mary Lamers Grist ʼ50, Waupaca, WI,
August 8, 2020.

Yvonne Jobelius Inglis ʼ51, West Palm Beach, FL,
April 29, 2020. Family includes Dewitt Inglis ʼ51.

Joanne Hamilton Herold ʼ50, Sylacauga, AL,
July 11, 2020.

Audrey J. McGovern ʼ51, Phoenix, AZ,
October 15, 2019.

Carol Berry Lewis ʼ50, Fort Myers, FL,
July 13, 2020.

Sally Schmidt Natter ʼ51, Edgerton, WI,
March 15, 2020.

Charles R. Milne ʼ50, Waukesha, WI,
August 14, 2020.

Elizabeth Ahrens Botting M-Dʼ52, Dresher, PA,
March 4, 2020.

Muriel Jensen Patterson ʼ50, St. Petersburg, FL,
May 1, 2020. Family includes Dr. Edward Rath ʼ66.

John F. Burnett ʼ52 Pʼ83 ʼ82, Tempe, AZ, April 25,
2020. Family includes Andrew S. Burnett ʼ83;
Connie Radtke Burnett ʼ82; David F. Burnett ʼ82;
Shaunna T. Schultz ʼ07.

Joanne Shaunessy Ashdown M-Dʼ51,
Downers Grove, IL, December 24, 2019.
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Judith Steffen Weisel ʼ52, Washburn, WI,
March 1, 2020.
Patricia Patience Wenstrand ʼ52, Menlo Park,
CA, October 12, 2018.
Jacqueline Puccinelli Bertram M-Dʼ53,
Appleton, WI, June 6, 2020.
Lizabeth Pett Heizer ʼ53, Omaha, NE,
August 6, 2020.
Ralph J. High ʼ53, Austin, TX, June 16, 2020.
Rudolf M. Petrovski ʼ53, Lakewood, CO,
June 3, 2020. Family includes Sue Matthews
Petrovski ’54.

IN MEMORIAM

GEORGE R. SAUNDERS
George R. Saunders, a Lawrence
University anthropology professor for
more than two decades before a serious
brain injury took him from the classroom
in 2001, passed away on Sept. 17. He
died at his Appleton home with his wife,
Bickley Bauer-Saunders, and family at his
side. He was 74.
Saunders, who held a Ph.D.
in cultural anthropology from the
University of California-San Diego,
joined the Lawrence faculty in 1977. He spent many years as chair of
the anthropology department and is remembered by colleagues for his
mentoring skills, his commitment to his students and his anthropology
scholarship in the areas of language, religion and Mediterranean Europe.
Saunders helped found the Society for the Anthropology of Europe in
1986, served on the group’s first Executive Committee and was the group’s
treasurer from 1996 to 2000.
He earned numerous honors for his teaching and scholarship.
The university funded an anthropology library in his honor shortly after
he left the faculty. It still resides in the anthropology seminar room,
Briggs 305, and has been used by generations of students for classes
and research projects.
Saunders is survived by his wife, Bickley Bauer-Saunders, son Joshua
Saunders, Bickley’s son Matthew and daughter Amy (Nick Day), ex-wife
Carol Saunders, siblings and five grandchildren.

Joan Munson Prims ’53, Oak Park, IL, May 5, 2020.
Carol Hovland Schoen M-D’53 P’83, St. Paul, MN, January 22,
2020. Family includes E. Lee Schoen Skjon ’83.
Thomas H. Teeter ’53, Oconomowoc, WI, November 1, 2019.
O. Merrill Anderson ’54, Hot Springs, AR, May 6, 2020.
Cleida Johnson Galligan ’54, Sturgeon Bay, WI, April 25, 2020.
Suzanne Wehrs Lockard ’54, Edmond, OK, March 19, 2020.
Family includes Aiden R. Campbell ’16; Jonathan S. Wehrs ’94.
Phyllis Porter Mohr ’54, Pittsford, NY, February 14, 2020.
C. Daniel Sprich ’54, Grand Rapids, MI, May 4, 2020.
Ann Gettelman Hicks ’55, Surprise, AZ, July 14, 2020.
Robert L. Rechner, Jr. ’55, Appleton, WI, July 3, 2020. Family
includes Paul J. Rechner ’70; Dr. Stephen F. Rechner ’71.

MARY B. SENSENBRENNER
Age 89, Mary B. Sensenbrenner died
in her Neenah, Wis., home on June
7. Mary’s life revolved around her
family and helping others, community
development and improving education.
She was a leader in the Fox Cities
community, serving on numerous
boards of nonprofits and hospitals. Her
service as a Lawrence University trustee
(1981–1998; elected trustee emerita in
1998) was distinguished and impactful.
A fierce proponent of improving elementary and secondary education in
Wisconsin, she launched the Outstanding Teaching in Wisconsin Award,
which recognizes distinguished teachers in the state. Her infectious laugh
brightened many Lawrence gatherings, and along with her husband,
John, she hosted numerous events and dinners to engage the Lawrence
community. An unassuming philanthropist, Mary and John made
numerous philanthropic investments in Lawrence.
It was clear the one that meant the most to Mary was the John and
Mary Sensenbrenner Scholarship at Lawrence University. She is
survived by her husband, John, three children, Julia Sensenbrenner,
John Sensenbrenner (Martha) and Nancy Gulick (Scott), six grandchildren
and one great-grandchild.
DAN C. SPARKS
Dan C. Sparks, a professor in the
Lawrence Conservatory of Music
from 1962 to 1994, passed away in
Appleton on Sept. 4 at age 89.
Sparks was a vital part of the
Conservatory for three decades,
teaching, mentoring and, for a time,
overseeing Conservatory admissions.
After completing military service
in the 29th Army Band as the principal
clarinetist and assistant conductor,
Sparks started his college teaching
career at Jackson State University in Alabama. He then made his way
to Lawrence in 1962 where he taught for 32 years. He was a member of
the Lawrence Faculty Woodwind Quintet and a founding member of the
Fox Valley Symphony.
Besides being a stellar music instructor, Sparks was known to be an
excellent chef and entertainer. His dinner parties were legendary, as were
his yearly recitals, billed as Dan Sparks and Friends.
He is survived by three children: Bryan Sparks, Jonathan Sparks and
Katherine Sparks Shrigley; their mother Linda Sparks; and four grandsons.

James R. Sackett ’55, Encino, CA, December 21, 2019. Family
includes Andrew B. Sackett ’̓87; Barbara Bennett Sackett ’56;
Scott W. Sackett ’77.
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Stuart M. Zellmer ʼ55, Charlottesville, VA,
April 1, 2020.

Helene Suchanek Borchert M-Dʼ60, Truman,
MN, December 6, 2018.

Richard E. Beringer ʼ56, Middleton, WI,
February 19, 2020. Family includes William E.
Beringer ʼ50.

Juliene Swenby Mattson M-Dʼ60, St. Paul, MN,
March 16, 2019.

Chris Hickman Calder ʼ56, Appleton, WI,
August 15, 2020. Family includes Anne Brouwer
ʼ73; James R. Brouwer ʼ77; Roy E. Brouwer ʼ67;
William S. Brouwer ʼ68; Richard D. Calder ʼ54;
Robert D. Strelow, Jr. ʼ06.
Carol White Dietmeyer M-Dʼ56, Monona, WI,
April 5, 2020.

Nancy Wissmiller Moland ʼ60, Beaverton, OR,
January 29, 2020.
Karla Struck Tobar ʼ60, Wilmington, DE,
July 11, 2020.
Anita Bergren Westerback M-Dʼ60, Bloomer, WI,
September 7, 2020.
Deborah Fredrickson Friend ʼ61, April 5, 2020.

Rev. Edward W. Howe ʼ56 Pʼ82, West Allis, WI,
March 31, 2020. Family includes Lisa E. Howe ʼ82.

Emily Krueck Gaus ʼ61, Albuquerque, NM,
June 22, 2019.

Kay Kaericher Lippman ʼ56, Great Falls, VA,
May 4, 2019.

Martin Jensen ʼ61, Madison, WI,
December 14, 2019.

Dr. Robert S. Whitman ʼ56, Nashville, TN,
January 10, 2020. Family includes Angela D.
Dvorak ʼ10.

James P. Rasmussen ʼ61, Madison, WI,
July 6, 2020.

Marillyn Warner Freeman ʼ57, Neenah, WI,
March 24, 2020. Family includes Ralph E.
Freeman ʼ56.
Mary G. Meikle ʼ57, Green Bay, WI,
March 25, 2020.
John W. Fulton, Jr. ʼ58, Pacific Palisades, CA,
May 15, 2020.
Thomas W. Howell ʼ58, Germantown, WI,
June 17, 2020.

David K. Johnson ʼ62, Bryan, TX, April 8, 2020.

Martin F. Akor ʼ67, Institute, WV, July 21, 2020.
Sue Zimmerman Brown ʼ67, Custer, SD,
May 10, 2020.
Gabriella Burrage Haroutunian ʼ67,
Steuben, ME, February 6, 2020. Family
includes Nicholas R. Burrage ʼ66;
Joseph H. Haroutunian ʼ67.
Mary Jeanne Betts ʼ68, Oracle, AZ,
September 29, 2019.
J. Terrence Franke ʼ68, Northfield, IL,
January 21, 2020.

Thomas R. Weber ʼ62 Pʼ93, Novato, CA,
July 23, 2020. Family includes Paula Weber
Bock ʼ93.

Frank E. Schiller ʼ70, Peaks Island, ME,
May 31, 2020.

Daniel J. Pradt ʼ58, Downers Grove, IL,
December 18, 2018.

William A. Falter ʼ63, Oro Valley, AZ,
May 9, 2020.

Carol Gemuenden Hanson ʼ59, Alma, MI,
March 17, 2020. Family includes Kent B.
Hanson ʼ54.

Robert J. Dude ʼ64 Pʼ03 ʼ99, Baileys Harbor, WI,
August 23, 2020. Family includes
Annie M. Dude ʼ99; Carolynn M. Dude ʼ03.

Jane Seefeld Katsune ʼ59, Brookfield, WI,
June 24, 2020.

Donald R. Neau '64, Milwaukee, WI, April 24,
2020. Family includes Eileen Neau Herrling ʼ66;
Rebecca M. Scott ʼ96.
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Charles R. Warning ʼ66, Sandstone, WV,
April 21, 2020.

Edward M. Felhofer ʼ69, Sturgeon Bay, WI,
August 13, 2020. Family includes Thomas W.
Felhofer ʼ71.

Neil E. Lien ʼ58, Escondido, CA,
January 25, 2020.
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Frank B. Jones ʼ65, Nashville, TN,
February 15, 2020.

Dr. Jay J. Tibbetts ʼ62 Pʼ89, Green Bay, WI,
June 16, 2020. Family includes Eric L.
Schulenburg ʼ65; Dr. Jane Tibbetts
Schulenburg ʼ65; Sandra Kraft Tibbetts ʼ62;
Dr. Timothy J. Tibbetts ʼ89.

Jeanette Daly Bayer ʼ63, Appleton, WI,
August 21, 2020. Family includes Dr. Shane S.
Swamer ʼ91.

Sheila Andersen Leatham ʼ59, Anderson, SC,
June 8, 2020. Family includes Ann Peterson
Andersen ʼ63; Frederick J. Andersen ʼ93; John
W. Andersen ʼ60; Jon R. Andersen ʼ68; Laura J.
Andersen ʼ96; Mary Karen Andersen-Moore ʼ58;
James C. Leatham ʼ60; Jerry H. Leatham ʼ65;
Kate Walsh Leatham ʼ72.

Ralph O. Erlandson ʼ65, Oro Valley, AZ,
November 15, 2019. Family includes Dianne
Schwartz Davis ʼ69; John K. Davis ʼ72; Rowland
M. Davis, Jr. ʼ69; Deanna Davis Erlandson ʼ66.

Judy Kennedy Brothers M-Dʼ65, Crete, IL,
May 16, 2020.

Russell E. Heston ʼ70, Fort Collins, CO,
July 23, 2020.

Craig K. Welch ʼ70, Petaluma, CA, April 1, 2020.
Family includes Mr. Michael K. Trinastic ʼ02.
Zay N. Smith ʼ71, Chicago, IL, May 11, 2020.
Cheryl Warren Sensenbrenner ʼ72, Alexandria,
VA, June 15, 2020. Family includes Joy Warren
Kushner ʼ85; Dr. Boyd D. Miller ʼ84.
Stanley W. Nauden ʼ73, St. Louis, MO,
June 22, 2020.
George E. Scholz ʼ73, Tucson, AZ,
September 16, 2019.
Kari Johnson Zambon ʼ74, Rhinelander, WI,
April 5, 2020. Family includes Kim B. Zambon ʼ74.
Dr. Patrick A. Burch ʼ76, Rochester, MN,
March 10, 2020.

IN MEMORIAM

Lynne Zimmerman Greco ʼ76, Durango, CO,
January 5, 2020.
Stephen McCardell ʼ80, Appleton, WI,
July 29, 2020. Family includes Susan
Lawrence McCardell ʼ80.

DECEASED FACULTY, STAFF,
AND FRIENDS
Oscar C. Boldt, Appleton, Wis., June 6, 2020

Dan C. Sparks, Appleton, Wis.,
September 4, 2020

Michael J. Hoover ʼ97, Melrose, MN,
May 16, 2020.

Ellen Holz, Appleton, Wis., January 6, 2020
Heather Karas, Neenah, Wis., April 20, 2020

Amanda F. Roberts ʼ06, Madison, WI,
July 11, 2020. Family includes Jason E.
Roberts ʼ97.

Delwynn Story II, Appleton, Wis.,
June 8, 2020

Donald L. Martin, Appleton, Wis.,
March 29, 2020

Jeffrey R. Verhagen, Appleton, Wis.,
March 27, 2020

Mary B. Sensenbrenner, Neenah, Wis.,
June 7, 2020

Michael F. Zumer, Harrisburg, Penn.,
July 12, 2020

George R. Saunders, Appleton, Wis.,
September 17, 2020

Photo: Danny Damiani
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The Big

Picture

More than 400 luminaries lit up Main Hall Green the day before
classes began for Fall Term. In a reimagining of the traditional
president’s handshake, new Lawrentians made their way to
President Mark Burstein’s house where he greeted each one
on the lawn—masks on, from 6 feet apart—welcoming them to
Lawrence and presenting them with a luminary. The students then
brought the luminary to the front of Main Hall, placing it with those
of their classmates.

Luminaries representing each new first year and transfer student—
including students who chose to study remotely—stretched along
Main Hall Green. The lights glowed in the dark, lighting the way into
a new journey.
Photo: Danny Damiani
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Björklunden in Baileys Harbor, September 2020. Photo by Rob Kopecky

FACEBOOK.COM/
LAWRENCEUNI

INSTAGRAM:
@LAWRENCEUNI

TWITTER:
@LAWRENCEUNI

LINKEDIN:
GO.LAWRENCE.EDU/LINKEDIN

STAYING CONNECTED IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN EVER. FIND LAWRENCE ON SOCIAL MEDIA.

